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Author's }irefare 


HE sermons in this book were pre- 

pared as individual messages, with no 

thought of continuity or connection. 

They have been delivered at the Churchill 

Tabernacle in Buffalo and at evangelistic 

meetings in many cities in this country and 

Canada, and have been honored of God in 

bringing forgetful humanity to remember 
and accept His grace and forgiveness. 

Our Tabernacle services are broadcast by 
radio station WKBW, which is owned by the 
Churchill Evangelistic Association, Inc., and 
operated by the Association for the purpose 
of broadcasting the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
And while the personal attendance at the 
Tabernacle services has exceeded 235,000 in 
the past twelve months, the Tabernacle radio 
congregation, as evidenced by communica- 
tions received, greatly outnumbers the visi- 
ble audience. With this thought in mind, the 
author has chosen as the title for this book 
The Gospel on the Air. 

Many requests have been received, both 
from people who come in person to our 
services, and from members of our radio con- 
gregation, that the sermons preached from 


the Tabernacle pulpit be made available in 
book form, and the author is now therefore 
prayerfully publishing them, not only in or- 
der that those friends who have heard the 
sermons may have them for reference and 
possible further benefit to themselves, but 
also in the confident hope that the messages 
may be still further blessed of God in bring- 
ing souls into His kingdom. 


BuFFALO, N. Y. December 1, 1927 
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Why J Am an Evangelist 
TEXT 
II Trmotey tv, 5 


“Do the work of an evangelist; make full proof of 
thy ministry.” 


HE third chapter of St. John’s Gos- 
pel, aside from its religious import, is 
unique in that, to the great majority 
of people, it is the most familiar of all the 
chapters in the Bible, the easiest of illustra- 
tion, and the most difficult of explanation. It 
is familiar because of the marvelous expres- 
sion of God’s love found in the sixteenth 
verse; easy of illustration because of the fact 
that every true Christian is living proof of 
the truth it teaches; and difficult of expla- 
nation because of the thought of regenera- 
tion—this being, in its entirety, the work of 
God. 
In the third verse of this chapter, we are 
given the words of the Lord Jesus: “Verily, 
verily, I say unto thee, except a man be born 
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again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 
This verse has a marginal reading: “Verily, 
verily, I say unto thee, except a man be born 
from above.” Thus we see, at first glance, 
that the new birth is not a matter of refor- 
mation on the part of man, but entirely the 
work of re-creation on the part of God. 

If one is to become a new creature and 
overcome the power of old sin and new temp- 
tation, one must be born from above—must 
have implanted in his nature a new force 
from above—must have, within his own be- 
ing, a new life which is the life of God. In 
short, it means that man must have a Saviour 
offered to him and accepted by him. That, 
and only that, is regeneration. 

The Lord Jesus said: “And I, if I be lifted 
up from the earth, will draw all men unto 
me.” And again: “Go ye into all the world, 
and preach the Gospel to every creature.” 
This is the work of the evangelist—to pre- 
sent the crucified, risen, glorified and coming 
Christ. 

Writing to the Christians at Corinth, St. 
Paul set forth the truth that diversities of 
gifts, diversities of administrations, and di- 
versities of operations tend to a complete and 
symmetrical ministry. Such a ministry is 
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the divine purpose and plan; we can hardly 
afford to take it upon ourselves to modify it. 
In the classical passage upon this subject in 
Esphesians iv, 11-13, we read: “And he gave 
some, apostles ;and some, prophets;and some, 
evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers, 
for the perfecting of the saints, for the work 
of the ministry, for the edifying of the body 
of Christ; till we all come in the unity of the 
faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of 
God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of 
the nature of the fullness of Christ.” 

The various offices of the Christian minis- 
try as enumerated in this Scripture place the 
evangelist directly between the apostles and 
prophets on the one side and the pastors and 
teachers on the other. If the work begun by 
Christ himself, and carried forward under 
His guidance by the apostles and prophets, 
is to continue and grow, and if the pastors, 
the shepherds of the flock, are to be supplied 
with lambs to be fed and sheep to shepherd, 
and if Christian teachers are to be furnished 
with disciplesto be taught, then thoseonwhom 
the blessed God has been pleased to bestow 
the gift must “do the work of an evangelist” 
and make full proof of their ministry. 

Divine righteousness demands regenera- 
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tion; divine love provides for it; and the 
divine order is “some, evangelists.” If the 
Bible is to continue to be the textbook of the 
Christian church in matters of evangelism, 
then we may rest assured that consecrated 
men will continue to hear the call of God to 
this time-honored service and that their ef- 
forts will continue to be blessed of Him. 

I am not wedded to any particular method 
of evangelistic endeavor. Someone has 
rightfully reminded us that “it is a dreadful 
thing to be made helpless either by a theory 
or by the lack of a theory,” and this is equal- 
ly true of method. 

I am willing to employ any legitimate 
‘method that God is pleased to bless with the 

salvation of souls, and equally willing and 
anxious to pray God’s blessing upon any man 
whom He honors in the preaching of His 
| Gospel and who is securing results. The 
/ method is incidental. The work is supreme. 

The divine dictum is: “Do the work of an 
evangelist ; make full proof of thy ministry.” 
And may we ever remember that obedience 
still remains the pathway of blessing. 

Notwithstanding this fact, there are, at 
the present time, churches—and ministers as 
well—who absolutely refuse to take part in 
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any evangelistic effort, asserting that they 
have witnessed endeavors, in the past, that 
have prejudiced them against all evangelists 
and evangelistic work. 

I cannot understand how this can be, for 
surely the methods of the past have not been 
able to change the dictum of our Lord: “Ye 
must be born again.” 

Christians should despise no effort that 
promises regenerated, re-created, Christ-like 
men. I once heard one of the greatest musi- 
cal compositions rendered on a hand organ 
that skipped every third note. You doubt- 
less have heard the same thing, or possibly 
you have heard one attempted on a harmon- 
ica or a jew’s-harp, but that did not perma- 
nently turn you or me against the great crea- 
tion. We just longed to hear it presented by 
some worthy symphony orchestra, where all 
the instruments, in perfect tune, under some 
master hand, should bring out the melody 
and harmony the composer intended. 

Why should the peculiar preaching meth- 
ods of one evangelist, commercialization of 
the work by another, the antics of a third, or 
the crude statements of a fourth, turn you or 
me from the presentation of the great heart 
truth of salvation? 
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as 


“God so loved the world that He gave His 
only begotten Son that whosoever believeth 
in Him should not perish, but have ever- 
lasting life.” The duty of every true Chris- 
tian is to proclaim this great truth to all the 
world. “Do the work of an evangelist; make 
full proof of thy ministry.” Preach Christ, 
and Him crucified, and leave the issue with 
God. 

I am in full agreement with the able ex- 
pression of this thought by Bishop William \ 
F. McDowell: “I would not cross the street | 
to give India a new theology; India has more / 
theology than she can understand. I would / 
not cross the street to give China a new cod 
of ethics; China has a vastly better code 6f 
ethics than ethical life. I would not cross the 
street to give Japan a new religious litera- 
ture, for Japan has a better religious litera- 
ture than religious life; but I would go around 
the world again, and yet again, if it please 
God, to tell India, and China, and Africa, 
and the rest of the world 


“There is a fountain filled with blood, 
Drawn from Immanuel’s veins; 

And sinners, plunged beneath that flood, 
Lose all their guilty stains’.” 
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We do not need a new Gospel, as some 
have suggested. What we do need is the old/ 
Gospel, with consecrated men to preach it 
in the terms of today, to the men of today, 
for the needs of today It is still “the power 
of God unto salvation to everyone that be- 
lieveth”—not aospel of a creed or dogma, 
or ofa ceremony or an organization. No; not 
even the gospel of a book, but the gospel of a 
personal Christ, Son of man and Son of God, 
Sable also to save them to the uttermost that 
come unto God by Him.” 

This is His call. This is His Gospel. I have 
heard the one and love the other. And what- 
soever He saith unto me, that, by His grace, 
I will do. 


“When I survey the wondrous Cross, 
On which the Prince of Glory died, 
My richest gain I count but loss, 
And pour contempt on all my pride. 


Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
That were a present far too small. 
Love so amazing, so divine, 
Demands my soul, my life, my all.” 
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Che Meaning of Life 


TEXT 
JOHN I, 4 


“In Him was life, and the life was the light of men.” 


NE of the simplest and yet one of the 

most profound questions ever asked 
is that question by the apostle James: 
‘What is your life?” (James iv, 14.) 

During the centuries, men have been an- 
swering that question. I think you will agree 
with me that no man can even approach 
that question, or attempt to speak upon the 
subject of Life—and hope to have his words 
be of benefit—until first of all he turns his 
thought and attention to Him who is both 
| the life and the light of the world, the Lord 
Jesus Christ. In Him there is life and His 
life is the light of all men. 

During the period of His incarnation, and 
especially during the period of His short 
earthly ministry, Jesus pitied humanity— 
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pitied them because of their smallness of re- 
alization and the narrowness of their con- 
ception of life. 

Time and again we read in the Gospels 
“He had compassion on the multitude.” He 
pitied the people with whom He came in con- 
tact. 

Do not misunderstand me. There are 
words that have been much abused, words 
that at times we do not consider ourselves 
warranted in using, and when I speak of the 
feeling of the Lord Jesus Christ as “pity,” 
it almost seems that I must make an apology 
for doing so, for if there is a word in the 
English language that has been abused, it 
is that word pity. Pity! You know what 
I mean. Someone can be in the deepest of 
sorrow, and many who have named the name 
of Jesus Christ pass by on the other side, 
as did the priest and the Levite, and look 
over to that person and express their thought 
to those who are with them: “Oh, how I 
pity that poor soul.” Yet they go on and dis- 
miss him absolutely and entirely from their 
minds. That is human pity. 

That is not the pity to which I refer. I am 
speaking not of human, but of divine pity. I 
refer to the pity, the love, the compassion, 
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that gives expression to itself in terms of 
sacrifice and service. 

“God so loved the world that He gave His 
only begotten Son,” all and the best that He 
had, “that whosoever believeth in Him 
should not perish but have everlasting life.” 
That is the pity I mean—not the pity of man, 
but the pity of Almighty God as it was ex- 
pressed in Jesus Christ, the divine Son of 
God. Jesus pitied the throngs of people with 
whom He came in contact. 

When Jesus came into this world He found 

( man destined to be a citizen of two worlds, 

\ not knowing how properly to live in one. He 
\found man nineteen hundred years ago as 
we often find him today—the victim of sin, 
ignorance, and preventable disease. 
| Jesus found man who possessed a spiritual 
nature, apparently concerned only about 
things physical and things material, asking 
himself “what shall I eat, and what shall I 
drink, and wherewithal shall I be clothed, 
and in what city shall I go on the morrow to 
buy and to sell and to get gain?” Jesus found 
man—who had been created to be the lord of 
creation and master of all the forces round 
about _him—a slave to sin) to circumstance 
and to ignorance. And we find the same to- 
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day, for through the darkness of the ex- 
istence of such men, the illumination of the 
Gospel light has never shone, consequently 
their estimates and their conceptions of life 
are false. 

Sometimes it is easier for us to under- 
stand what a thing is by first coming to know 
what it is not. In order that we may better 
understand the true life that Jesus came to 
reveal, and Himself as an example of that 
life, let us consider the subject of life from 
the standpoint of some of its false concep- 
tions. 

In this connection, may I say, life is not 
the hopeless conception of the skeptical un- 
believer. Ingersoll once said: “Life is a nar- 
row vale between the cold and barren peaks 
of two eternities. We cry aloud and the only 
answer is the echo of our wailing cry.” 

But the Gospel which Jesus preached, 
with its revelation of God as a heavenly 
Father, and the vision of many mansions, to- 
gether with that divine privilege of sonship 
with Him, is diametrically opposed to all 
such teaching. 

Jesus said, “In my Father’s house are 
many mansions; if it were not so, I would 
have told you.” He would not deceive even 
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with silence. “If it were not so, I would have 
told you. I go to prepare a place for you. 
And if I go and prepare a place for you, I 
will come again and receive you unto myself, 
that where I am, there ye may be also.” 
That is heaven. That is the most beautiful 
description of heaven that you find in all the 
Bible. That far surpasses the descriptions of 
heaven of either Paul or John. Jesus said, 
“I go to prepare a place’”—Just a place. 

A man was preaching on heaven, one 
night, in one of our missions. He described 
heaven in the most minute detail. He had it 
all decorated up, and as I sat there and lis- 
tened to him, the thought came to me that 
that man’s heaven consisted principally in its 
decorations. He had the golden streets, the 
jasper walls, the pearly gates, and much more, 
but I was not particularly attracted to his 
heaven. Near the close of his message he 
said that Jesus Christ has promised a man- 
sion to all who believe in Him. I cannot find 
that in the Bible. I do not know that the 
Lord ever promised me a mansion. Did He 
ever promise you one? I am not altogether 
sure that I would feel at home in a mansion 
or would consider it heaven. 

I lived in a mansion once, though not for 
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long. I was entertained some years ago in 
the home of a real, genuine, multi-million- 
aire, for just two days. I have never seen 
anything like it, either before or since, and 
maybe I never will again. 

I do not think I would care to live that 
way all the time. There was nothing par- 
ticularly heavenly about it, but it had fine 
furnishings. It had such carpet on the floor 
that when I stood on it I felt as though I 
were not going to stop until I reached the 
basement; that thick, soft, padded kind. 

There was a chair in the room in which I 
slept. I sat down in it and I went and went 
until my knees pretty nearly touched my 
chin. I felt as though I would have to ring 
for somebody to help me out. 

Everything in the house was gorgeous. 
The butler met me at the door every time I 
came in, and seemed never to leave me. He 
would follow me to the table, and when I 
sat down he would “buttle” me in for safe 
keeping, and then he would stand back of 
me. I could always be sure of him when I 
looked around. That was about the only 
thing I was sure of. My social blunders were 
numerous. 

They had silver alongside my plate. I 
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never had seen so much silver at one plate in 
my life. I would look out of the corner of my 
eye to see which piece the rest were taking 
and then I would reach over and get a cor- 
responding one. If I wanted anything, even 
if it was right in front of me, I had to ask 
the butler to pass it. He stayed right there 
until he pulled me out and dismissed me. I 
went through that for two days and then 
came home. 

I never shall forget the night I came home. 

My wife and I were sitting out in the 
kitchen, at one of those little linoleum-top 
tables, having a little lunch, and she asked: 
“Dear, what kind of a time did you have?” 
I looked around to see if the butler was gone. 
When I was sure that he was out of the way 
and I could just sit there and talk with my 
own wife, I began to tell her what kind of a 
time I had. And it was more like heaven 
with my wife in that kitchen of ours, with 
that oilcloth-covered table and just a little 
lunch, than it was in that millionaire’s palace 
with all its luxury. 

Jesus did not promise a mansion. But He 
did say, “I go to prepare a place for you.” 

What kind of a place? I do not know. I 
am perfectly satisfied to leave the decora- 
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tions of heaven with Almighty God. The 
thing I am interested in is that He said}, 
“that where I am, there ye may be Pee 
Whether it isin this life, or in the life to come, 
if you have Jesus Christ in your heart et 
are dwelling in the heavenly places referred‘ 
to by St. Paul. If you have Jesus Christ in 
your heart you will dwell in the place, in 
His presence, that He is preparing for those 
who love Him. This is the hope of every 
true follower of Jesus Christ. 

Again, life is not measured by the number 
of years one lives. 

Many a man has lived a richer, fuller, more| 
useful life in a score of years than other! 
men have lived in threescore years and ten. 
The number of years that you live do not 
make your life. 

I am reminded that the poet Keats died & 
at the age of twenty-two, yet he left to the 
world one of its choicest collections of sub- 
lime poems—not the work of years, but the 
work of a master workman. 

Frederick W. Robertson, one of the most 
scholarly preachers England ever produced 
—a man of great spiritual power, a writer 
of works that will never die—passed on at 
the age of thirty-six, but his works live after 
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him as a blessing to humanity. His work was 
not the work of years; it was the work of a 
master workman, working under Almighty 
God and His Christ. 

Who, let me ask you, would dare to say. 
that the lives of such men as Lincoln, Gar- 
field, or McKinley, were insignificant be- 
cause each came to what may seem to us to 
have been an untimely end? We do not meas- 
ure the life of Garfield, we do not measure 
the life of Lincoln; we do not measure the 
life of McKinley, by the number of years 
those men lived. We measure their lives by 

\the amount and quality of the life-giving, 
| light-giving service they rendered to their 
God and to their fellow men. That is the 
way we measure lives. There is no other true 
measurement. 

One Sunday evening during the World 
war, in the course of my sermon I paid a 
tribute to the boys who had laid down their 
lives for what they believed to be the cause 
of righteousness and justice. At the close 
of the service an elderly woman came to me 
and said, “Pastor, you are all wrong. I can- 
not agree with you. There is nothing good 
about this war; there is nothing good in it 
for the boys who went to this war. It is all. 
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a hopeless loss. Many of the lads who have 
gone will never complete their education; 
many will lay down their lives in the early 
twenties; they will never come to the reali- /_ 
zation of manhood’s ambitions; they will 
never have homes of their own; they will 
never fulfill the mission for which God put 
them into this world. It is all a hopeless loss.” 

I did not agree with her then, nor do I 
now. I believe that some of those young 
men who gave their lives in the early twen- 
ties, for the cause of righteousness and the/ 
cause of justice, lived richer, fuller, aE 
useful lives than are being lived by many 
in the world today who will round out their 
threescore years and ten. They saw life 
stripped of its formalities. They saw life 
stripped of its non-essentials. They saw life 
stripped of its frivolities. They learned the 
real meaning of life in terms of sacrifice and 
service. They were brought face to face with 
the realization of the truth of the words of 
the blessed Lord: “He that loseth his life 
for my sake shall find it.” 

I have in my study a copy of a letter that 
was written by a twenty-two-year-old lad to 
his father and mother in Canada, as he lay 
dying on the Western front. A portion of it 
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reads: “We shall live forever in the results of 
_ our efforts. We shall live as those who by 
our sacrifice won the Great war. You must 
~ console yourselves with the thought that I 
am happy. The measure of life is not its span, 
but the use made of it.” 


Do you think that lad lived? I would that 
in the church of Jesus Christ we had a mil- 
lion lads in the early twenties who would be 
willing to look up into the face of the blessed 
!God, and say, “The measure of life is not its 
span, but the use made of it,” and throw 
their influence in on the side of righteous- 
ness in the name of Jesus Christ. That is life. 


I was in Canada for a time during the first 
years of the war, before this country entered 
it. I was there shortly after the first trans- 
ports arrived with wounded soldiers. I saw 
men who had been terribly wounded; men 
who had lost an arm, a limb; men who had 
lost two limbs. I saw one man with practi- 
cally half of his face torn away. I remember 
one fellow particularly—a young man. He 
had been shot in the hip, and as a result of 
the operation which followed, one limb was 
shorter than the other, and he walked lame. 


Someone asked him: “Was it worthit all 2?” 
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I shall never forget the look on that lad’s 
face as he reached down in his pocket, took~ 
out a Testament, and holding it up, said, “It 
was worth it just to get acquainted with that 
Book and the Christ of that Book.” That is 
what I mean, that as those men gave them- 
selves and lost themselves, they found them- 
selves in Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 

Do not misunderstand me. Do not get 
the idea that I believe because a man made 
the supreme sacrifice he went direct to be 
with God. I do not mean that. Men are 
saved in one way and in one way only. Men 
are saved by the death of Jesus Christ and 
by their acceptance of Him as their personal 
Saviour. There is no other salvation. But 
every man in order to get anywhere, and that 
includes getting to heaven, must have an 
ideal in his life. 

A friend of mine, the son of a Methodist 
preacher with a large family, and himself an 
evangelist of no mean reputation, told me of 
the anxiety one of his younger brothers had 
caused his parents because of his personal 
carelessness. To use his own words, he re- 
ferred to his brother as “the dirtiest kid” he 
ever saw. As a boy he seemed to hate water. 
His hands and face were always dirty, his 
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hair disheveled, his clothes unpressed and his 
shoes unpolished. Clean linen seemed to be 
farthest from his thoughts. Say and do what 
they would the other members of the family 
failed to change him. Mother pleaded, father 
rebuked, while others chided, but “Bud” re- 
mained unmoved. He seemed not to care 
whether or not he was clean or dirty. 

One day, at the age of sixteen, Bud en- 


ae ci the dining room of the home and seated 
| 


imself at the table. To the great surprise 
of all he was clean—hands and face were 


~“washed, hair combed, shoes polished and 


clothes pressed; clean linen, and immaculate 
in every particular. Members of the family 
held their breath and looked at him in amaze- 
ment, until my preacher friend, leaning 
across the table said, “Bud, who is she?” 

\ That was it. Bud had an ideal in his life 
fand that which mother’s pleading, father’s 
‘rebuking and brothers’ chiding could not do, 


yi the new ideal did. She transformed him. 


; There is only one ideal worthy of man; 
that is Jesus Christ, the divine Son of the 
living God. 

Did you ever think of what the English 
author Addison said, as he walked through 
Westminster Abbey: “It is to be regretted 
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that the only thing recorded on most of the 
tombs is the date of birth and the date of 
death.” If God should call you home tonight, 
what could be written on your tomb save the 
date of your birth and the date of your 
death? 

Do you realize that the works of man per- 
ish? They are not abiding; they pass away. 
But the works of God and His Christ live 
on forever. Listen to Jesus Christ: “I am the 
way, the truth, and the life; no man cometh 
unto the Father but by me.” 

Listen to the warning of the Word of God: 
“He that believeth on the Son hath ever-; 
lasting life; and he that believeth not the 
Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God 
abideth on him.” A life “hid with Christ in/ 
God” goes on forever, and its fruit is of the 
abiding kind. 

There is one other thing I am particular- 
ly thankful for, and that is that life cannot 
be measured by external circumstances. Many 
a poor man has lived a richer, fuller, more | 
useful life in a cottage, than some millionaire 
has lived in a mansion. External circum- 
stances have nothing to do with the measure- 
ment of life. 

Somebody asked Bob Fitzsimmons, ex-pugi- 
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listic champion, the secret of his success. 
Apart from its ringside application, for 
which I have no use, I like his answer. He 
said, “I always hit from where my hand is.” 
There are too many folks in this old world 
who tell us what powerful blows they could 
deliver if they only had time to get their 
hands placed. When you get an opportunity, 
just hit from where your hand is. Think 
more of the opportunity and less of the cir- 


} cumstances. Be like Paul. He said: “I have 
| learned in whatsoever state I am therewith 


to be content. I know both how to be abased, 
and I know how to abound.” 

Thank God that the Gospel of Jesus Christ, 
the religion of our blessed Lord, makes us in- 

dependent of all external circumstances. It 
is a religion of the heart and a religion of 
the mind. 

Where do you find Garfield as a boy? You 
find him, barefooted, driving mules on a tow- 
path. Would you measure his life by those 
external circumstances? 

Where do you find Lincoln as a boy? You 
find him in the most humble of humble cir- 
cumstances, living in a log cabin, lying be- 
fore a log fire, studying. Do you measure his 
life by those external circumstances? 
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John Bunyan lived a richer, fuller, more. 
useful life in his little prison cell in Bed- 
ford jail, England, than most of his fellow 
countrymen of that day lived in their liberty. 
It was in that prison cell he wrote Pilgrim’s 
Progress, and the historians tell us that it 
was a cold, damp, dark place, with one little 
barred window, and as one looked out of 
that window all that could be seen was a 
barren moor, but he looked out with a spir- 
itual vision and beheld the “Delectable 
mountains and the River whose streams 
make glad the City of God.” 

It was the same with Peter and with John., 
And bless God, it was the same with Jesus 
—born into poverty, cradled in a manger, 
educated in a carpenter’s stall. He preached 
upon the streets, slept upon the hillside, was 
buried in a borrowed tomb, yet He arose from 
the dead, ascended on high, and lives today 
as the life and the light of all those who be- 
lieve in His blessed name. I thank Him that 
life cannot be measured by external cir- 
cumstances. Neither can life be measured by 
material possessions. 

I would that the men who live in our day 
and age might come to the realization that 
the purest and the truest and the most 
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blessed things of life cannot be measured 
with a yardstick, or weighed on a grocer’s 
scale. The rich things of life cannot be 
measured in that way. Jesus said: “Take 


\heed and beware of covetousness ; for a man’s 
‘life consisteth not in the abundance of the 


things which he possesseth.” 

You know the occasion of this utterance. 
He was speaking to His followers about the 
abiding presence of the Holy Ghost in time 
of trouble, and a man in the crowd who 
recognized Jesus as a great teacher said, 
“Master, speak to my brother, that he di- 
vide the inheritance with me.” He had no 
desire for spiritual riches, but there had been 
friction in the family and he wanted to get 
his share of the estate. And Jesus said some- 
thing that it is well for all who are leaders 
in the Christian church, at the present time, 
to ponder, to wit: “Who made me a judge or 
a divider over you?” 

Jesus Christ kept himself particularly free 
from the disputes of this world. 


——Foe-Caesar should go the things of Caesar, 


but Jesus’ interest was in the things of God. 

I suppose Jesus saw the disappointment 
on the young man’s face, for He spoke a 
parable unto him—the parable that we are 
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prone to term “the parable of the rich fool.” 
Yet to read it in the light of American his- 
tory we ask, “What is foolish?” That man 
would have made a marvelous Yankee. 

Jesus said, “The ground of a certain rich 
man brought forth plentifully.” That farmer 
had bumper crops, but crops do not come 
without work. The man was industrious; he 
was a worker. He planned for a great har- 
vest, and he got it. He said, “I will pull down 
my barns and build greater.”’” He knew the 
meaning of conservation, about which we 
hear so much, yet Jesus referred to him as a 
fool. 

And he had a little talk with his soul, 
did that man. He said, “Soul, thou hast much 
goods laid up for many years”—much goods, 
many years. “Take thine ease, eat, drink, 
and be merry.” 

Did you ever talk to your soul that way: 
“Soul, I am going to feed you from now on 
on ease, wine, vegetables, and pleasure’? 
If that is not American, I do not know what 
is. Just as true a picture as you could draw 
today. 

Talking to his soul: “Going to feed you 
from now on, soul, on ease, wine, vegetables 
and pleasure.” “Soul, I have made a lot of 
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money. Take thine ease, eat, drink, and be 
merry”—and Jesus said: “Thou fool, this 
night thy soul shall be required of thee; then 
whose shall those things be which thou hast 
provided?” 

What is your life? When God calls you 
and you go out into the great beyond to 
stand in His presence, “then whose shall all 
those things be’? “Lay not up for your- 
selves treasures upon earth, where moth and 
rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break 
through and steal.” Rather, “Lay up for 
yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither 
moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where 
thieves do not break through nor steal.” 
May Christ give us the grace to be rich 
toward God—rich in spiritual things that 
abide. 

We brought nothing into the world, and of 
a certainty the only thing that we will take 
out is our character, and that will be de- 
veloped either with or without Jesus Christ. 
He ts “the way, the truth, and the life,” and 
if we walk with Him and He develops our 
character, it will endure with God through- 
out eternity. 

A preacher friend told me of how at col- 
lege his friend roomed with a young fellow 


| 34 | 


whose father was a wealthy farmer in the 
Middle West. He said that at the close of 
college this lad went home to associate him- 
self with his father and take over his inter- 
ests, and that his friend went on to the semi- 
nary to study for the ministry. When they 
had been separated for some twelve years, his 
friend’s health broke. He had had trouble 
and sickness, and his money was practically 
gone. His church gave him an extended va- 
cation and enough money for a trip to the 
Coast. On his way out he stopped at the 
home of his college friend. It was a beauti- 
ful place and he was entertained royally. 
One morning they saddled their horses and 
his friend took his little girl, a lovely six- 
year-old child, golden-haired and blue-eyed, 
and they rode out to where they came upon 
a little knoll. They dismounted and the host 
said, with a sweep of the hand, “All that is 
mine as far as your eye can see. That is life.” 

And the friend later told my preacher 
friend: “You know, I almost believed him. 
I was sick and tired and weary, and it seemed 
as though everything had been in vain; I 
almost believed him.” 

The friend went on to the Coast, and ina 
few months returned and was again a guest 
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of his old college friend. One morning they 
saddled the horses and rode out to the same 
knoll. The girl was not with them this time. 
They dismounted by the side of a little 
y/omound about four feet long. The friend of 
| his college days looked up into his face and 
' said, “If God would give her back to me He 
could have it all.” That man’s conception of 
life had changed. 

Young man, you may go out from your 
home and make money. You may make 
money enough to go back some day and 
write your check to buy the house in which 
you were born. 

But you will never be able to make money 
enough to write your check to buy the home 
of yesterday—you cannot do that. Life is 
more than money. Life is more than bank 
\stock. Life is more than material possession. 
Life is much more than that. You cannot 
buy a mother’s love or a father’s prayer. You 
cannot buy back the Christian home of yes- 
terday. 

You cannot measure the value of our 
Tabernacle by the amount of money it cost 
to erect the building. You cannot measure 
the value of your home by the amount of 
money it took to buy the land and erect the 
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house and furnish it. You cannot measure 
the value of your life by the amount of 
money you have to your credit in the bank. 
You can measure the value of the Taber-. 
nacle, or of your home, or your life, only by’ 
the amount and the quality of the life-giving, 
light-giving service rendered to God and to 
your fellow men in the name of Jesus Christ. 

And if you cannot measure your life by any 
of these false standards, neither can you 
maintain it by feeding upon them. Is that 
not logical? In the temptation of Jesus, when 
the devil tempted Him to turn the stone into | 
bread, He defeated the adversary of men’s | 
souls when He said, “Get thee behind me,| 
Satan,” and He quoted from the Scripture, 
“for it is written, Man shall not live by 
bread alone.” 

My friend, what are you feeding your 
soul? Are you feeding it on material things? 
Are you feeding it on the husks of this 
world? If you are—regardless of your pro- 
fession, regardless of your creed, regardless 
of your church membership—you have not 
the Christian’s conception of life. 

Mohammed had a better conception of life 
than that. He said: “If I had two loaves of 
bread and were starving, I would sell one 
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and buy hyacinths, for they would feed my 
soul.” 

Do not think of extending life in terms of 

lengthening years, by adding field to field, 
or bank account to bank account. 
, Jesus Christ, the divine Son of the living 
God, the life and the light of the world, said, 
Behold, the kingdom of God is within you.” 
'The measurement of a man’s life is from 
within and not from without. “Keep thy 
heart with all-diligence, for out of it are 
the issues of life.” 

“T am the light of the world,” said Jesus. 
“He that followeth me shall not walk in 
darkness, but shall have the light of life.” 
Jesus came into the world to save men and 
to teach them how to live. He said: “For I 
came down from heaven, not to do mine 
own will, but the will of Him that sent me.” 
And as the Father watched over and guided 
and strengthened Him, so “if we walk in 
the light as He is in the light,’’ His Father, 
our God, will watch over and guide and 
strengthen us, and we will “have fellowship 
one with another, and the blood of Jesus 
Christ, His Son, cleanseth us from all sin.” 
That is life. 

But to walk away from Him is to walk in 
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‘darkness and to have the wrath of God abid- 
ing on us. 

I thank God that some ten years ago, by 
His grace I found life. 

I was talking on this subject one noonday 
to about ten thousand men in the old Cur- 
tiss Aeroplane plant on Elmwood avenue. It 


was during the war. At the close of my talk a 


man came up to me and Ee “A good talk, 
brother, but life is a game.” 

If life is a game, how are you playing it! 2 
Call it anything you like—call it a game. 
How are you playing it? Are you playing it 
with Christ? Are you going to win, or are 
you playing it alone? Are you losing? Have 
you lost? Nobody knows better than you. 
How are you playing the game? 

If life is a game, the Bible is the rule book. 
Why not learn how to play the game? Why 
not take Christ as your guide? Why not 
play to win? None of us likes to lose. You 
can only win with Jesus. Why don’t you 
take Him with you and win? 

I was attending a Bible conference at 
Silver Bay some years ago, and a college 
president whom I met there told me the 
story of one of the greatest amateur base- 
ball pitchers this country has ever known. 


[ 39] 


It seems two colleges were tied for the pen- 
ant at the end of the season. One school 
was depending upon this lad, this pitcher, 
to carry them to victory. 

Just a few days before these two teams 
were to play, this lad received word that his 
father was dead, and he went home. The 
members of the team were downcast; they 
had depended upon him for victory. 

On the day of the first game, as the train 
- pulled into that college town, the lad got 
off the train and went to his room. Just in 
time for the game he came out on the field, 
walked to the pitcher’s box, and took his 
place. The game was called. He picked up 
the ball and— 

“Strike one!’ And the ball came back to 
him. 

“Strike two!” 

“Strike three!” 

The other team never touched the ball 
that day. At the close of the game his col- 
lege mates would have carried him out on 
their shoulders, but he said, “Please don’t,” 
and went alone to his room. 

An old professor, the first man the boy 
had met when he came to the school, came 
up that night, just at dusk, and rapped. As 
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the door opened he put his hands on the 
boy’s shoulders and said: “My boy, we are 
proud of you, though we do not know how 
you did it under the circumstances.” 

He answered, “Professor, my father was 
blind. That was the first game of baseball 
he ever saw me play. It had to be a good 
one.” 

My friends, the eye of your heavenly 
Father is upon you. Play-the game of life 
with Jesus Christ, that you may win. | 


Che Birth of Christ 


TEXT 
LUKE I, 11 


“ Unto you is born this day in the city of David a 
Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.” 


HE Christmas season should bring 
most forcibly to our minds the time 
when the Son of God took mortal 
flesh that He might dwell with mankind in 
human form for a season. We do not seem 
at times to appreciate fully this great gift 
and revelation of God. The Incarnation is 
the greatest of all God’s great gifts to the 
world, for in it are included all the others. 
Christ came into this world that God the 
Father might be~revealed to mankind 
through Him; to the end that the world 
might be reconciled to God, for “God was in 
Christ, reconciling the world unto Himself.” 
In order that we may properly observe 
the festival of Christmas, we must first of all 
honor the Christ of God by remembering 
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with constant loyalty and true love His com- 
ing from heaven to earth to dwell with us, 
not alone for that short period of His in- 
carnation, but for all time, “even unto the 
end of the world.” 

To many people, and some of them Chris- 
tians, the coming of Christ is merely_a_his- 
torical event; it is looked upon by them as 
something that happened in the past. It has 
little or no influence on their conduct. For 
them, the celebration of Christmas is merely 
the celebration of an event that took place 
more than nineteen hundred years ago. 

Many others are looking, not to the past, 
or to the present, but forward, to the future, 
to the coming again of Christ, and they live 
only for that future event. The Christmas 
season has little influence on their lives and 
conduct, for just so long as Christian people 
look either to the past or to the future, to the 
exclusion of the present, Christ does not en- 
ter into their lives in any vital sense, and asa 
direct consequence He is not the dominant 
factor in the lives of many who name His 
name. . 

True, the historic fact is that Jesus was’ 
born in Bethlehem of Judea. He fulfilled the) 
prophecy. He was the Messiah. He brought 
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to the world life, light and liberty. It is 
equally true that at an hour when you know 
not He will come again to receive His own 
unto Himself, for the Scripture says: “This 
same Jesus which is taken up from you into 
heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye 
have seen Him go into heaven.” And Jesus 
Himself said, “In my Father’s house are 
many mansions; if it were not so, I would 
have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. 
And if I goand prepare a place for you, I will 
come again, and receive you unto myself, 
that where I am, there ye may be also.” 

However, the great fact remains that He 
not only was and is to be, but is the potential 
Saviour and monarch of the human race. 
“He is the propitiation for our sins: and not 
for ours only, but also for the sins of the 
whole world.” The Scripture relates that “He 
came unto His own, and His own received 
Him not.” Therefore, while the Saviour of 
the whole world, He was no Saviour for those 
who did not know Him, but only for those 
who chose to accept Him. 

“As many as received Him, to them gave 
He power to become the sons of God, even 
to them that believe on His name.” And so 
it is today: To all mankind God has given 
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the power of choice, and His only begotten 
Son, in whom is true life everlasting, is the 
Saviour of those only who choose to accept 
Him and recognize Him not alone as the 
Christ of yesterday, or as the coming Christ 
of tomorrow, but as well, the risen, living, 
ever-present Lord and Saviour of today. 

The Christmas season should be observed, 
not alone in honor of the coming of the 
Christ of yesterday, or of the coming of the 
Christ of tomorrow, but primarily in honor 
of the Christ of today, who dwells in us, “the 
hope of glory.” This observance is not only 
our divine privilege, but our sacred duty. It 
is for the Christian people of today to make 
the coming of Christ real to the peoples of 
the world; for to those who in the past have 
neglected and forsaken Him, but are ready 
and willing at the present time to accept and 
follow Him, there is born this day a Saviour, 
who is Christ the Lord. 

The thing needed in the church today is 
an increased consciousness of the presence 
of Jesus Christ. Christ is not a superannuated 
character of the past, neither is He limited 
to being the foundation for our future hope. 
He is the living King of kings and Lord of 
lords, our ever-present guide, friend and 
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companion, if we will but accept of His com- 
panionship and walk in the paths of His 
choosing. 

- One of the fundamental teachings of the 
New Testament is that of the abiding pres- 
ence of Jesus Christ in the lives of His fol- 
lowers. “Ye have heard how I said unto you, 


'I go away, and come again unto you. If ye 
loved me, ye would rejoice, because I said, I 


go unto the Father, for my Father is greater 


| than I” (John xiv, 28) ; “Go ye therefore, and 


teach all nations, baptizing them in the name 


of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 


Holy Ghost, teaching them to observe all 


things whatsoever I have commanded you; 
and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto 
the end of the world” (Matthew xxviii, 19- 
20); “For where two or three are gathered 
together in my name, there am I in the midst 
of them” (Matthew xviii, 20); “And I will 
pray the Father, and He shall give you an- 
other Comforter, that He may abide with 
you forever; even the Spirit of truth, whom 
the world cannot receive, because it seeth 
Him not, neither knoweth Him; but ye know 
Him, for He dwelleth with you, and shall be 
in you.” 

And now, the next verse: “TI will not leave 
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you comfortless; I will come to you. Yet a 
little while, and the world seeth me no more; 
but ye see me. Because I live, ye shall live 
also. At that day ye shall know that I am in 
my Father, and ye in me, and I in you. He 
that hath my commandments, and keepeth 
them, he it is that loveth me; and he that 
loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and 
I will love him, and will manifest myself to 
him” (John xiv, 16-21). 

Surely these words of our blessed Lord | / 
testify to the fact of His abiding presence | 
with those who love Him. And let us ever re/ 
member that His presence, as well as the 
consciousness of His presence, is essential to 
all abiding Christian achievement. It is not 
only true that we, like Paul, can do all things 
through Christ who strengthens us, but equal- 
ly true that without Him we can do nothing. 

Doubtless this lack of the consciousness 
of the presence of Jesus Christ in the lives 
of His followers is the reason why His birth 
into the lives of many has been hindered, 
and as well, why His leadership is not being 
more generally followed at the present time. 

Notwithstanding the fact that there are 
millions of professing Christians in the world 
today, the Christmas season brings us face 
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to face with the fact of the awful contradic- 
tion between the kingdom of Jesus as a 
kingdom of “righteousness and peace and 
joy in the Holy Ghost,” and conditions as 
they exist in the church and the world at 
the present time. The Christmas message is 
“Peace on earth, good will to men,” but the 
Christmas fact is the herald of no such 
blessed tidings. Desecrated Sabbaths, de- 
serted churches, devastated lands, divided 
homes, and broken laws continue to increase, 
and on every side can be seen a decided fall- 
ing away in the moral and spiritual life of 
the people. 

Jesus taught His disciples to pray, “Thy 
kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth 
as it is in heaven.” The Christian goal is a 
kingdom set up among men, in which the 
will of God is done, as in heaven. This is the 

jeeales kingdom on earth in which the will 
of God is done. But the starting point is in 
\ the individual. 

We can never hope to have a Christian 
community until we first have a community 
of Christian men and women. This is most 
reasonable, for men are not born to good- 
ness; they are re-born to it. We begin to live 
physically by breathing. We begin to live 
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spiritually by believing. By believing in the 
Lord Jesus Christ men are saved. We should 
never lose sight of the fact that the realiza- 
tion of this goal, the coming of this king- 
dom, can be the result only of personal sal- 
vation. The kingdom will come when the 
blessed Lord comes, and He will come when 
through the true witness of His people His 
Church has been completed. 

Jesus said to His disciples, “Ye are the 
salt of the earth; but if the salt have lost his 
savour, wherewith shall it be salted? It is 
thenceforth good for nothing, but to be cast 
out, and to be trodden under foot of men. Ye 
are the light of the world. A city that is set 
on an hill cannot be hid. Neither do men 
light a candle, and put it under a bushel, 
but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto 
all that are in the house. Let your light so 
shine before men, that they may see your 
good works, and glorify your Father which 
is in heaven.” 

Through His followers Christ expected 
His Gospel to cleanse and keep like a preser+ 
vative, spread like a contagion, and penetrate 
like light. Notwithstanding this fact, many 
churches of our day are failing to provide 
even a modern manger for the birth of His 
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presence into the hearts and lives of their 
people. True, much is said about Christ 
reaching the masses, about Christ being at 
.the heart of things. Christ, we are told, 
-|should be placed at the heart of education, 
politics, government, industry, society and 
/home life. True! But how, let me ask, is the 
Christian church to go about it to bring to 
pass such a condition? Christ at the heart of 
things. Glorious! The very thought presup- 
poses a revival of true Christianity that 
reaches the hearts of men and women who 
are at the heart of education, politics, gov- 
ernment, industry, society and the homes 
of our people. Before, therefore, we can hope 
to bring back the King and usher in the 
kingdom, we must give ourselves to whole- 
hearted endeavor to bring men and women 
to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ. “The 
fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long- 
suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meek- 
ness and temperance,” and these will be 
found wherever are found men and women 
whose lives have been redeemed through 
faith in Jesus Christ. 
| Too many men and women are striving to 
he Christians without the aid of Christ; thus 
he world is robbed of His presence. 
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Today men are saying: “The Church has 
lost her power.” 

I doubt it. I do not know. 

“The Gospel has lost its charm.” I deny it! 

“The Christ has lost His attractiveness.” 
It is not true! Jesus Christ is as attractive 
today as ever, and His Gospel is still “the 
power of God unto salvation.” 

If the Church has lost her power, it is 
simply because she has hidden and retired 
the Christ behind a great man-made ma- 
chine and the world no longer sees Him in 
all His beauty and power. Not the Christ, 
but the vision which some men receive, is 
distorted and unattractive. 

We might well take a lesson from the Wise 
Men of old, who first came and saw Jesus, 
then fell down and worshiped Him, and} 
last of all offered their precious gifts. And/ 
so at Christmas let us first come into His, 
presence and worship Him as our heavenly 
Guest, born into our hearts anew. For to 
worship Him is to be with Him. 

Worship is the practice of being with 
Jesus. It is the cultivation of the revela- 
tion of Christ. It is the realization of the 
real presence of the Lord in our midst. “For 
where two or three are gathered together 
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in my name,” said Jesus, “there am I in the 
midst of them.” Being with Jesus means 
worship, and more—it means the conscious- 
ness of His presence and the making real of 
all the means which such a realization places 
at our disposal. 

In the past, possibly some of us have been 
over-keen along the lines of gift-bringing 
and witness-bearing, to the end that the gift- 
bringing has become mere formality, and the 
witness-bearing has been shorn of its real 
power—which is worship. 

First of all, worship Him, for by so doing 
we can make Christmas all that the name im- 
plies, and have, as our honored Guest, Him 
whose presence will bring into our lives the 
Christmas joys everlasting. “Ye now there- 
fore have sorrow; but I will see you again, 
and your heart shall rejoice, and your joy no 
man taketh from you.” 

To bring back the King and usher in the 
kingdom is the ultimate objective of the 
Church, and to do this we must have an in- 
creased consciousness of His presence in our 
hearts. Whenever I experience an enlarged 
conception of the presence of Christ in my 
heart, it is when I have co-operated with 
Him in the bringing of His kingdom, and al- 
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though at such times I cannot see His face 
or form, nevertheless I am conscious of His 
nearness. 


“Thy face I cannot see, 
Thy voice I do not hear; 
No form appears to me, 
Yet thou are near. 
I feel thee all around, 
In love enfolding me; 
Oh mystery profound, 
I live in thee.” 


Jesus Christ makes His appeal to the in- 
dividual life. He does not come to dwell in 
some material temple made with hands, but 
to dwell in the hearts of men. “The Most 
High dwelleth not in temples made with 
hands.” “Ye are the temple of God, and the 
Spirit of God dwelleth in you.” Every time 
a heart opens to receive Him, and welcomes 
the heavenly Guest, there is a new incarna- 
tion and Jesus Christ is born again. 

Jesus is here today among the people, con- 
stantly striving to reconcile the world to 
God. He is ever near us and our part is but 
to look out by faith and speak to Him. 
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“Speak to Him now, for He hears, 
And spirit with spirit doth meet; 

Closer is He than breathing, 
Nearer than hands or feet.” 


It was the apostle Paul who said, “For 
God, who commanded the light to shine out 
of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to 
give the light of the knowledge of the glory 
of God in the face of Jesus Christ.” And so, 
‘as the people in the olden days saw the glory 
of God.in the face of Jesus Christ, men to- 
day may behold His glory as they come in 
contact with those in whose hearts and lives 
the Christ is a real and living presence. 


“O holy child of Bethlehem, 
Descend to us, we pray; 

Cast out our sin, and enter in, 
Be born in us today! 

We hear the Christmas angels 
The great glad tidings tell; 

O come to us, abide with us, 
Our Lord Immanuel!’’ 
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Che Right Ching in the Right Place 
at the Right Gime 


TEXT 
II CorInTHIANS VI, 2. 


“ Behold, now is the. accepted time; behold, now 
as the day of salvation.” 


IVINE inspiration brings words to- 
1) gether ‘that belong together. The 

Scriptures reveal such combinations 
as sin and death, Christ and life, God and 
love—I could go on and name combination 
after combination. In our text, “salvation” 
and “now” are the words, with-a~“behold” to 
emphasize the great fact. 

That word “salvation” is a marvelous 
word. It is one of a group in the Bible of 
which some are more marvelous than others. 
The most marvelous of all is that word 
“Jesus.” He was given a name above every 
other name. “Thou shalt call his name Jesus, 
for He shall save His people from their sins.” 
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/“Sweetest name on mortal tongue, 
| Sweetest note in seraph song, 
Sweetest carol ever sung, 
Jesus, blessed Jesus.” 


Jesus is the greatest word in all the Bible. 
I know of another great word, too, before 
\ I get to salvation. That is “Gospel.” It 
'means “good news.” It is one of the greatest 
words in the Bible because it is good news 
hto everybody—to the man who is deep in 
sin, to the woman whose heart is burdened 
with trouble, to the young fellow who has 
gone astray, to the young girl whose con- 
science is lashing her, to the man who is 
bound with doubt and skepticism—it is the 
greatest news and the greatest system of 
truth the world has ever known. I thank 
God for that blessed word, Gospel. 

Next to that word Gospel is the word sal- 
vation. It is the all-inclusive word of the 
Scriptures. Both the Hebrew and the Greek 
words for salvation imply the ideas of deliv- 
erance, safety, preservation, healing and 


/soundness. 


The word salvation gathers into itself all 
the redemptive acts and processes. In it we 
have justification, redemption, grace, pro- 
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pitiation, imputation, forgiveness, sanctifi-/ 
cation and glorification. Every one of the 
redemptive acts and processes is included in 
that one word, salvation. It provides for the 
past, it provides for the present, it provides 
for the future. 

Would it not have been an awful thing if 
we had not had a salvation in view of some 
of the things all of us have done in the past? 
You may have turned over a new leaf, but 
the leaf you turn over today is_not_going to 
help you for yesterday—or the new leaf to- 
morrow, for today. What would you do with 
the past if it were not for salvation? 

Paul says, “Who delivered us from so, 
great a death, and doth deliver; in whom we 
trust that He will yet deliver us.” The salva- 
tion of Jesus Christ provides for the sin of 
the past. 

The penalty of the broken law hangs over 
our heads, and Jesus Christ gives us a salva- 
tion that saves us from that penalty—a sal- 
vation past, present, and future. He gives 
us a salvation that saves us today. I mean,, 
that saves from the power, habit, and domin- 
ion of sin, and if you have not that kind of 
salvation, and it is not working in your life, 
you have not the salvation of Jesus Christ. 
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_ We have a lot of religion in this world 

that is not worth a snap of your finger, a lot 

| of people going to church, saying prayers, 

‘counting beads, singing hymns and going 
through all sorts of formalities. But what 
good is it all if it does not save you now? The 
only knowledge that I have that Jesus Christ 
has saved me from the penalty of sin and 
will save me from the presence of sin, is the 
ass that He does save me here and now from 
the power of sin, and when you have that 
kind of salvation, you have the salvation of 
Jesus Christ. That is why salvation is such 
a glorious word. 

When I served the devil, I served him well. 
Now I am serving God and by the grace of 
Jesus Christ I strive to serve Him at least 
as well. I would either be a good servant of 
‘the devil or get over on God’s side and be 
a good one for Him. I would get off the 
,fence. Some people have sat on the fence all 
their lives. God has little use for these fence 
straddlers. (Revelation iii, 16.) 

Nobody likes a lukewarm Christian. Ev- 
ery man should “go to his own place.” If you 
belong to the devil and you love him, do not 
sit on the back fence of the church; go with 
the devil. 
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If you belong to Jesus, come over on His , 
side. If you belong to God, come over and 
get into the garden and begin to grow. You’ 
will never grow up there on the fence. I do 
not care what has been keeping you away, or 
what means the devil has been using to hold) 
you; there is enough in salvation to bring 
you to Jesus now if you will yield your will 
and give Him a chance. 

This salvation is absolutely free. It is by 
grace through faith, “not of works, lest any 
man should boast.” Salvation is free and has 
everything in it that any man needs for this 
world and the next. 

It is the best thing in God’s world, and it 
is for individuals. Wetivein a day and age 
when men like to talk about salvation of the 
nations. How can you save the nations with- 
out saving the folks in the nations? They 
talk about the salvation of America and say, 
“We need a new birth in this, that, and the!’ 
other thing.” How will they get it? You 
and I will get it, that is the way. The nation 
is just the individual multiplied so many 
times. The thing we need in America is in- 
dividual regeneration, Jesus Christ in the 
hearts of men. And blessed be God, we can 
have it. 
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In Hebrews v, 9, is the statement that, 
“Deing made-perfect, He became the author 
of eternal salvation unto all them that obey 
Him,” and it is speaking of Jesus. It has 
quite an individual aspect. 

“Being made perfect, He became the 
author of eternal salvation unto all them that 
obey Him.” What did Paul say about it? 
}Romans i, 16: ‘For I am not ashamed of the 
Gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God 
unto salvation to every one that believeth.” 
He did not say the Gentiles only; he did not 
say the Jews only. He said “to everyone.” 
y~Do you see where I am going? What is 

( ne right thing—the right thing for every- 
) body? Vit is salvation. What is the right 
/place?r(2ffhe hearts of men. What is the 
\ right time?’ ‘Now. 
Tf we had such salvation throughout this 
land, what a country we would have! There 
would be no need of armored cars to carry 
money from one bank to another. If people 
had individual salvation (the right thing), in 
the right place (their hearts), at the right 
time (now), we would have a change in this 
country that would transform the world, 
and nothing else can do it. 
“Behold, now is the day of salvation.” This 
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text teaches us three things of great impor- 
tance. 

First of all, that-salvation is ready now, 
right now. Let _us-remember that. The 
-pteparation period is past. There is no more 


preparation for salvation so, far_as God is 
concerned. It is ready now. Jesus completed 
it when He was here. Ever since He hung 
upon the cross of Calvary and gave His life 
and three days later arose from the dead, 
His salvation has been ready. 

What is the reason more people haven’t it? 
It is because they have refused to accept it. 

In the parable of the marriage supper, 
Jesus said a certain king prepared a marriage 
feast and invited guests. Who were they? 
The Jews. 

And when he had it all ready, he sent his 
servants out to tell them to come. They did 
not come. And then he said to his servants, 
“Go out and invite others to come.” 

Who were they? The Gentiles. They came 
in and still there was room, and he said, 
“Go out into the highways and hedges and 
compel them to come in.” That is what we 
are doing now. 

He said, “That my supper may be pro- 
vided with guests.” “He came unto His own 
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|and His own received Him not, but to as 
\many as received Him, to them gave He 
| power to become the sons of God, even to 
them that believe on His name.” 

Blessed be God, all things are now ready. 

The king came and looked over the great 
,group of guests, and saw there a man with- 
lout a wedding garment. 

What is the wedding garment? It is the 
white robe of righteousness that Jesus Christ 
gives to them that love Him. Here was a 
_tare that had gotten in with the wheat. He 

\had never put on the white robe of right- 
eousness of Jesus Christ, never tried to live 
the life. The king said to the servants, “Bind 

\him hand and foot, and take him away, and 
cast him into outer darkness; there shall be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 

The feast is ready; will you come in and 
put on the white robe of righteousness? 
pees said: “It is finished.” He meant that 
the great redemptive work of God, so far as 
God was concerned, was finished; that all 
men had to do from that day until He comes 
in the clouds of glory was to believe on 
Him and enter into that finished work of 

\ redemption. All the types, symbols, and 

| prophecies concerning the Messiah were ful- 
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filled; man’s debt of sin had all been paid. 
“The wages of sin is death,” and Jesus paid 
the bill. It is finished; salvation is ready. 

Have you accepted the invitation? 

We. have a completed revelation. That is 
more than they had in Jesus’ day, but we 
have it. Paul said in I Corinthians ii, 9: “Eye 
hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have’ 
entered into the heart of man, the things 
which God hath prepared for them that love 
lim 

But he also said, “God hath revealed them 
unto us by His Spirit, for the Spirit search- 
eth ail things, yea, the deep things of God.” 

Do you know what God has in store for 
you? Do you know what your eyes shall be- 
hold, and your ears hear? We have a com- 
pleted revelation, and we, the Church, are 
His witnesses, yes, the Body and the Bride 
of Jesus Christ, every true believer a wit- 
ness for Jesus Christ. Oh, the thousands of 
men and women who have gone down in the 
sanctuaries of memory because of the lives 
they lived, because of the things they ac- 


complished, the things they endured, through 


the saving power of Jesus Christ. We have 
the Church, and that is a witness. And we 
have the Holy Ghost. In the sixteenth chap- 
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ter of John, Jesus said, “It is expedient for 
you that I go away, for if I go not away, the 
Comforter (that is the Holy Ghost) will not 
come unto you, but if I depart, I will send 
Him unto you, and when He is come, He will 
reprove the world (convict or convince the 
world) of sin, and of righteousness, and of 
judgment; of sin, because they believe not 
on me; of righteousness, because I go to my 
Father and ye see me no more; of judgment, 
because the prince of this world is judged.” 
“Convict them of sin because they believe 
not on me.” If you are a drunkard, if you are 
\impure, if you are dishonest, if you are any- 
‘thing but what you should be, you are so sim- 
ply because you have robbed Jesus and His 
salvation of their rightful place in your heart. 

“Of sin because they believe not.” When 
you believe on Jesus, all these things go. 
And when they go, the desire for them goes 
with them. 

“And of righteousness.” He never said He 
would convict you of your own righteous- 
ness; He said He would convict you of His 

righteousness; the righteousness that will 
give you the power, in time, by His grace, 
to attain to the standard of Almighty God. 
Jesus alone can do that. 


| 


| 64 | 


“Of judgment.” Your judgment? No. 
Mine? No. Judgment of the nations? No. 
Angels? No. “The prince of this world is 
judged ;” he is condemned; the devil is judged, 
is condemned. Why? 


Jesus, when He hung on Calvary and said, 


“Tt is finished,’ had conquered the enemy. \ 


The devil is a conquered foe, and the time | 
will come when he will be overthrown. He 


has now only such power in your life as you 
give him. He that dwelleth in you, if you are 
a Christian, is greater than he that dwelleth 
in the world. The salvation of Jesus Christ 
is greater than the power of the enemy. 
“Oh,” you say, “I took Him and I failed.” 
Did you? Why did you fail? There was a 
conflict, and you yielded. You deserted 
Christ. Come back to Him today. The Holy 
Ghost is in the world to bring you back. 


The feast is all ready, the banquet table 
is set, the invitations are out. God help you 
to come and diné> It is ready now. You do 
not have to wait for it. It is not needed by 
and by to get you into heaven; it is needed 
now. 

I have not much use for these folks who 
tell me, “When I get to the end of having a 
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good time, I will accept Christ and go to 
heaven.” 

I talked to a young lad in the Brooklyn 
Navy Yard during the war—a boy who had 
spent three days on a raft following the tor- 
pedoing of one of our boats. A man stand- 
ing near had told me something of his ex- 
perience. I asked the boy: “Are you a Chris- 
tian?” 

elisure- ani” 


“Tf you hadn’t been a Christian when you 
were clinging to that raft, would you have 


) accepted Christ then?” 


“No; I could not have done it. The only 
reason I hung on was because I was a Chris- 
tian. I believed in Christ and He strength- 
ened me. I would have slipped off into the 
sea if it had not been for Him.” 

Never mind about this salvation being 
a free passport to heayen-by and by; get 
Christ today. You need salvation now. You 
do not need it to die by, you need it to live 
by, and if you live by it, the dying will take 
care of itself. 

I do not have to try to convinee_you that 
a present salvation is needed in this day of 
materialism, selfishness, and lustfulness. God 
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knows I should not have to do it. You can 
see it on every side of you. 

Recently, six college lads committed sui- 
cide within a period of a few weeks. Why? 
Simply because they did not have the salva- 
tion of Jesus Christ. I thank God for that 
college president who said (and for the news- 
paper that would give front page space to the / 
statement): “When you teach men they ; are) 
animals, they will live like animals.” . 

We are children of the Almighty, created 
in His image and likeness, and called of Him 
to be washed in the Blood of the Lamb, go- 
ing to meet Him in the morning—glory to 
His holy name. 

You need a new heart. The Bible says the 
heart of natural man “is deceitful above all 
things and desperately wicked” and “As a 
man thinketh in his heart, so is he.” Do you 
want to be deceitful? Do you want to be 
wicked? God says, “A new heart also will 
I give you.” The issue is between God and 
you. You need a present salvation. 

Do you ever have any burdens, any trials, 
any temptations, any sorrows? Some day, 
the cord that binds your family circle to- 
gether is going to break. In that day you 
will need Jesus. 
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I have looked into the faces of those I loved 
best, and seen them lowered into the ground. 
The empty words of my friends were like 
sounding brass and tinkling cymbals, but 
Jesus slipped His arm around me and said, 
\ “Fear not, for I am with thee.” “My grace is 
sufficient for thee.” His promises are, “I 
\ will never leave thee nor forsake thee. I will 
‘not leave you comfortless; I will come to 
you.” 

“As thy days so shall thy strength be” 
when you have the salvation of Jesus Christ. 
Take Jesus. Nobody else can save you. 

Under all circumstances and in every con- 
dition of life, man needs a present-day sal- 
vation, and God has provided it for us. We 
need it now. Today is not only the accepted 
time, but it is the accepting time. It is the 
time God has appointed to bestow His mercy 
upon you, and I ask you, in all fairness, are 
we as His creatures to name some other 
time? “Now is the day of salvation.” 

You can gain nothing by putting it off. 
God has nothing better to offer. Do not think 
waiting will make it any easier. That night, 
ten years ago, when you all but walked to the 
altar and took Christ—it.has never been so 
easy since, has it? The next night you 


[ 68 | 


thought you would do it, but the weight was 
a little heavier, too much for you. 

If you are sixty years old and do not know 
Jesus, nothing but a miracle of God can save 
you, because the weight of sin has become 
increasingly heavy. You need the salvation 
of Christ to lift you into the kingdom. You! 
can have it today if you will but take it. God’ 
is no respecter of persons. This salvation 
that God offers, He wants you to have; He 
provided it for you and His grace is suff- 
cient for you to accept it. 

You can be saved now, if you will. 


Three Witnesses to Jeans Christ 


TEXT 
JoHN Ix, 25 


“ He answered and said, Whether he be a sinner or 
no, I know not; one thing I know, that, whereas I 
was blind, now I see.” 


JOHN xIx, 38-39 


“And after this, Joseph of Arimathea, being a dis- 
ciple of Jesus, but secretly, for fear of the Jews, be- 
sought Pilate that he might take away the body of 
Jesus; and Pilate gave him leave. He came, there- 
fore, and took the body of Jesus. 


“And there came also Nicodemus, which at the first 
came to Jesus by night, and brought a mixture of 
myrrh and aloes, about an hundred pound weight.” 


N these three verses we have the story of 
three men who gave true testimony to the 
saving and keeping power of Jesus Christ. 
The first witness to our Lord and Saviour 
was a blind man, a man born blind, and not 
only born blind, but born into poverty; a 
man whose parents were so poor that he had 
to sit by the wayside and beg for a living— 
and herein lies a most interesting thing. 
John, you know, wrote a very condensed 
history of the life of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
There are no wasted words in John’s record 
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of the life of Jesus—very short, very con- 
densed, right to the point—notwithstand- 
ing which fact, he takes an entire chapter, 
forty-one verses, to tell the story of the heal- 
ing, the conversion, and the confession of a 
poor blind beggar, while he takes only four 
verses to tell of the public confession of Jos- 
eph of Arimathea, and of Nicodemus, two 
highly educated men of position, members of 
the Sanhedrin, moral men, most circumspect, 
true disciples, who gave a ringing witness to 
Jesus. Yet John takes just four verses to tell 
of their confession, but he takes an entire 
chapter, ten times as much, to tell the story 
of the blind beggar’s healing and conversion, 
and his confession of Jesus Christ as Saviour, 
Lord and Master. 

Blindness was a very common thing in 
Jesus’ day. Blindness is a very common thing 
in the East today. (I am speaking now of 
physical blindness. If I were speaking of 
spiritual blindness, I would say that blind- 
ness in all countries is a very common thing 
today, but I am speaking of physical blind- 
ness.) I am told that in Europe one out of 
every thousand is blind; but, today, in Egypt 
and Palestine, one out of every hundred is 
blind. I mention this to bring out most 
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pointedly the thought that so far as we know 
Jesus did not give sight to every blind man 
with whom He came in contact. Let us re- 
member that. 

When we get to the point in our Christian 
experience where, to the neglect of other 
truths, we lay an over-emphasis on the heal- 
ing miracles of Jesus and the repetition of 
them in the day and age in which we live, let 
us bear in mind that Jesus probably did not 
heal every sick man with whom He came in 
contact, did not cleanse every leper with 
whom He came in contact, and did not give 
sight to every man He found that was blind. 

Conditions were even worse in Palestine 
in this regard then than they are today, yet 
the Gospels tell us of only six blind men to 
whom Jesus gave sight—just six; that is all 
of whom we have record—which proves con- 
clusively to me that, regardless of any other 
import they may have had, the miracles were 
symbolic. They were great object lessons. 
And this miracle, the giving of sight to the 
man born blind, was for us to take from it, 
among other things, the great spiritual truths 
that Jesus was, as He said here, “the light of 
the world,” and that He came to work the 
works of the Father who sent Him, that those 
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who follow Him should not walk in darkness, 
but should have the light of life. 

This is the only record we have of a man 
born blind being healed. Herein lies one of 
its great lessons. This man said, when the 
Pharisees were arguing with him: “This is a 
marvelous thing. You, the religious leaders 
of the day, the ecclesiastical authorities and 
the doctors of the law; you, the Pharisees, 
the scribes and the lawyers, you who teach 
the people the things of God, it is a marvelous 
thing that you know not whence this man 
came. Why don’t you know? For since the 
world began it was never known that one 
gave sight to a man that was born blind.” 

Jesus is the only one, let me remind you, 
that ever gives sight to those of us who are 
born blind; no one ever did before Him, no 
one ever has since, and no one ever will. And 
let us remember that we are all, spiritually 
speaking, born blind. Sin entered into the 
world, sin passed upon the race and death 
by sin, and we were born blind. Jesus is the 
light of the world, and he that followeth 
Him, bless God, does not walk in darkness, 
but has the light of life. 

You know the occasion of this miracle. 
Jesus was walking along the way with His 
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disciples. He looked aside and saw a blind 
beggar. 

There is no record that Jesus said a word. 
Possibly He paused. 

And the disciples spoke: “Master, who 
did sin, this man, or his parents, that he was 
born blind?” 

We have not advanced very far from that 
today. We have an idea that if something 
terrible happens to a person, especially if he 
professes to be a Christian, there must be 
something wrong with him; that his afflic- 
tion must be his punishment. We are just like 
the disciples of old—we forget that the Lord 
chastens those whom He loves. 

We forget this may be one of the ways that 
the Lord has chosen to bring the afflicted one 
close to Himself. 

Jesus spoke up and said: “Neither hath 
this man sinned, nor his parents; but that 
the works of God should be made manifest 
in him.” Remember that. Maybe the afflic- 
tions that have come into your life, those 
which you cannot understand, have come 
that the works of God may be made manifest 
in and through you. 

There is nothing in the record to tell that 
this blind beggar ever asked Jesus to heal 
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him, but when Jesus had spoken to His dis- 
ciples He added: “I must work the works of 
Him that sent me.” 

And He leaned over and “spat upon the 
ground, and made clay of the spittle, and He 
anointed the eyes of the blind man with the 
clay, and said unto him, Go, wash in the pool 
of Siloam.” 

Thank God, there is no record that the 
beggar asked why, when, or what for. I won- 
der if we would have gone that quickly. 

I find those possessed with spiritual blind- 
ness do not want to go quickly. They wait to 
say, “I do not feel like it.” 

He did not say that; maybe he did not feel 
like going. 

He could have said, “It is a long way down 
to that pool, and I am blind. I will stumble 
all over, for I have no one to take me.” He 
could have said, “I do not feel like it,” or he 
could have said, “I am aware of the fact that 
since the world began no man ever gave 
sight to one who was born blind; there is no 
use of going down and washing in that pool.” 

But he did not. 

Thank God, he went, and washed, and 
came seeing, and there never has been a man 
in all history who was obedient to the com- 
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mand of Jesus Christ who failed to receive 
spiritual sight. 

See what happened! Jesus and the disciples 
went on. They did not say where they were 
going. They did not wait to exhibit their 
trophy or exploit the healing. They just went 
on about their business. Their business was 
giving sight, not exhibiting their trophies. 

They went their way and the blind man 
went home. That is where every man goes 
when he has been converted and receives his 
sight. I can just picture this man telling his 
family: “I met a man called Jesus. He 
anointed my eyes with clay and I came see- 
ing. And I can see now—I can see every one 
of you. It is the first time I ever knew what 
you looked like.” 

The neighbors came in. (They had neigh- 
bors in those days, no different than in our 
day. You know, we make up the neighbors of 
our community, and they were no different 
than we are.) They came over to see this 
strange sight. 

The skeptics questioned his identity. 

But some said, “This is he.” 

Others said, ‘‘He is like him.” 

The man himself said, “I am he. I was 
blind and now I see.” 
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“And the man who did it, who is he and 
where is he?” 

He made answer: “I do not know where 
He is. He went about His business and I 
came home. I got my sight and I brought it 
along with me; I have it.” 

When they could not do anything with 
him, they said, “Let us go to the Pharisees.” 
They are not the only busybodies that ever 
carried a man off to the Pharisees, and they 
had their sight, too. They took him to the 
religious leaders of the day. Those men 
should have rejoiced that this man, who had 
been blind for years, had received his sight. 
But they did not; they commenced to argue: 
“Why did He do this thing today? Why, 
this is the sabbath. He healed you on the 
sabbath day.” (We have a few of those folks 
in the church today who evidently know 
where I live. I get literature from them oc- 
casionally.) “This man cannot be of God— 
He cannot be, because He healed a man on 
the sabbath day.” 

Some of the others said, “Well, wait a min- 
ute. He must be of God because no man could 
do a miracle such as this except he were of 
God.” 


So there was a division among them, and 
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they commenced to question the man. They 
wanted to know all about it, and in minute 
detail he told them the story. 

He told how Jesus and the disciples came 
along and how Jesus spat upon the ground 
and then touched his eyes, how he went and 
washed, and came seeing, and how he came 
home; how the neighbors came about him 
and questioned him. 

They asked him: “What do you think of 
this man?” 

He answered, “I think he is a prophet.” 

One of those old skeptical Pharisees de- 
clared: “I don’t believe He ever healed you. 
Now, men, do not take this man’s word. I 
do not believe him. Do his father and mother 
not belong to the synagogue?” 

“Yes, they are good members; we have 
known them for years.” 

I have as little use for this father and 
mother as for anyone mentioned in the Bible. 
Yet, you can find their likeness in pretty 
nearly every church in the land today. They 
were asked three questions: Is this your son? 
Was he born blind? How was he healed? 

And they said, “He is our son, that we 
know. He was born blind, that we know. 
What we do not know is how he got his 
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sight.” (And this they said for fear of the 
Jews, because the Jews had already agreed 
that if anyone should confess that Jesus was 
the Christ he should be put out of the syn- 
agogue, and rather than confess that Jesus 
had given sight to their son, the parents lied 
and said, “We do not know where he got his 
sight. We do not confess that Jesus is the 
Christ, or we might lose our place in the 
church of our day, and that would be terri- 
ble.”’) 

The Pharisees returned to the man and 
said: “Tell us again what happened.” 

I can imagine the look he gave them. He 
- was born blind, but he had done some think- 
ing. He was nobody’s fool. I think it would 
be a good thing if some others could be blind 
for a while, to think as far and as deep as 
that fellow did. He certainly had done some 
thinking. 

He said: “What is the use of my telling 
you over again? I told you once and you 
would not hear me. Will you be His disciples 
if I tell you again?” 

What is the object of our talking about the 
works of Jesus unless when we get through 
we expect someone will be His disciple? That 
should be our only object. It should not be 
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to gratify ourselves; it should not be to win 
a debate. That is not what we are in the world 
for. Our only object in telling others of the 
work of Jesus Christ in our lives should be 
that some soul may become His disciple. 

He realized this. He said, “What is the 
use of my going through this again? If I do, 
will you become His disciples?” 

They said, “You are His disciple, but we 
are Moses’ disciples. We know that God 
spake unto Moses; as for this fellow, we do 
not know anything about Him, where He 
came from or about His work. We are 
Moses’ disciples; we are going to stay with 
the old dispensation; we are with the law; 
we are going to hang about Sinai.” 

Thank God, some of us have gotten away 
from that. If you have not, remember that 
Jesus Christ is the fulfillment of Sinai. Leave 
Sinai and come over to Calvary and fix your 
eyes on Jesus Christ. 

Then, as I said before, this man com- 
mented, “This is a marvelous thing.” 

“Is it not marvelous that you doctors, you 
theologians, you professors of everything in 
the way of spiritual knowledge, you do not 
know a thing about this man? Not a thing! 
He has done something that never has been 


| 80 


done since the world began—He gave sight 
to a man that was born blind.” 

And the Pharisees reviled him. They said: 
“You are His disciple and you were alto- 
gether born in sins.” 

Here is a man with the courage of his con- 
viction for the Lord Jesus. Here are a father 
and mother, knowing the truth, yet for fear 
of their position in some organization deny- 
ing the Christ of God. 

How long did the leaders stand for them? 
It took just a few minutes for them to turn 
to the son and say: “Thou wast altogether 
born in sins,” and cast the blame on this 
father and mother and leave them in dis- 
grace. And they cast him out of the temple. 

There was something good in that fellow. 
I think all the courage in that family cen- 
tered in him. 

“They cast him out.” And now we have a 
most beautiful picture, for when Jesus heard 
they had cast him out He came back, and 
took him. 

If you stand true, there is nothing in this 
world that can separate you from Jesus 
Christ. There is nothing in this world that 
you can suffer or undergo but what Christ 
will compensate you in a bigger way. Every 
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true follower of Christ knows this from ex- 
perience. 

Paul says, “Who shall separate us from the 
love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, 
or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or 
peril, or sword? Nay, in all these things we 
are more than conquerors through Him that’ 
loved us.” 

There is nothing that can separate us from 
the love of God. 

Paul says, “I am persuaded that neither 
death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, 
nor powers, nor things present, nor things to 
come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other 
creature, shall be able to separate us from 
the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our 
ieord:s 

And, bless God, none of them can. Moody 
used to say: “Poor blind Pharisees! They 
cast him out of the synagogue, and they cast 
him right into the arms of a loving Saviour.” 
They were blinder than the blind man. 

Ruskin says that the greatest thing a soul 
ever does is to see something and in a plain 
and simple way tell what it sees, and that 
there are a hundred men who can talk to one 
who can think, and a thousand who can think 
to one who can see. 
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“And to see,’ said Ruskin, “is poetry, 
prophecy and religion all in one.” Bless God, 
that is true. 

The Pharisees were blind; they could not 
see. They might be able to think, but they 
could not see. 

Jesus came back and said: “Dost thou be- 
lieve on the Son of God?” 

The man asked, “Who is He, Lord, that 
I might believe on Him?” 

Jesus answered, “Thou hast both seen 
Him, and it is He that talketh with thee.” 

And he said, “Lord, I believe.” 

My, what a testimony to Jesus Christ— 
what a witness for Jesus Christ—that man 
was! It was in exact fulfillment of every- 
thing that Christ had said. It had turned 
the man’s friends, his father, his mother, and 
the neighbors, all those closest to him, away 
from him, but Jesus had given him sight and 
he stood and testified to that fact. He owned 
Him as his Saviour, Lord and Master, and 
worshiped Him as such. 

I would like you to remember something 
else. He did not testify to something he did 
not know, and Jesus never asks us to do that. 
He told the truth. That is all Jesus wants 
anyone to do. He said, “Whether he be a 
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sinner or no, I know not; one thing I know, 
that, whereas I was blind, now I see.” 

The two other witnesses to be considered 
are Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus, 
two Jewish gentlemen, educated, cultured, 
members of the Sanhedrin, moral, most cir- 
cumspect in every way. 

Joseph of Arimathea—we do not know 
much of him. We do not know that he ever 
had a personal interview with Jesus. Yet he 
had heard enough and seen enough to be- 
come His disciple. We know he stood up and 
defended Jesus once in the Sanhedrin. We 
know he cast his vote against condemn- 
ing Him to be crucified, but we also know 
that because of fear of the Jews he never, 
during the earthly life of Jesus, openly and 
publicly confessed Him as his Lord. 

We know more about Nicodemus. We 
know he was a member of the Sanhedrin. We 
know he became so interested in the ministry 
of the Lord Jesus that very early he came to 
Him and had a personal interview; he ques- 
tioned our Lord, and our Lord revealed to 
him first three of the most marvelous doc- 
trines of this dispensation. You remember it 
was to Nicodemus that He first revealed the 
doctrine of the New Birth. As He stood there 
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in the darkness of that Oriental night, He 
said: “Marvel not at this. Ye must be born 
again. The wind bloweth where it listeth, 
and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst 
not tell whence it cometh, and whither it 
goeth: so is everyone that is born of the 
Spirit.” 

It was to Nicodemus that Jesus revealed 
the great doctrine of Salvation through faith. 
To him he said, ‘““As Moses lifted up the ser- 
pent in the wilderness, even so must the Son 
of man be lifted up, that whosoever believ- 
eth in Him, should not perish, but have eter- 
nal life.” 


And it was to Nicodemus that Jesus first re- 
vealed the love of God in all its fullness in the 
atonement for the sin of the world. “For God 
so loved the world that He gave His only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in 
Him should not perish, but have everlasting 
lifes? 


Three great fundamental doctrines of the 
Scripture Jesus revealed first to Nicodemus. 
He never did that to the blind man. He just 
said “go,” and he went and after he came 
back Jesus asked “Dost thou believe on the 
Son of God?” 
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And the man said, “Who is He, Lord, that 
I might believe on Him?” 

And Jesus answered, “Thou hast both seen 
Him and it is He that talketh with thee,” 
and he said, “Lord, I believe.” 

My, what a difference! 

We know that Nicodemus was His dis- 
ciple; we know that he defended Him in the 
Sanhedrin, but when one of those members 
stood up and said, “Art thou also of Galilee?” 
Nicodemus was silenced in a moment. 

But after the Crucifixion these two Jewish 
gentlemen beheld the Lord Jesus who died 
for the sin of the world, and their hearts 
were broken. Oh, I can imagine their conver- 
sation, and I do not think it was a conversa- 
tion of many words. I believe they were to- 
gether that day and Joseph of Arimathea 
turned to Nicodemus and said: “I have a 
new rock tomb and I am going to bury His 
body in my tomb.” 

Nicodemus asked, “How will you get it?” 

And Joseph answered: “T shall ask Pilate.” 

Nicodemus said, “Joseph, if you do that, 
I am going with you. Let me help you. I be- 
lieve that He was the Son of God.” 

They begged the body, and with their own 
hands those two Jewish gentlemen prepared 
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and laid it away. What a testimony to the 
people of that day! 

And I think that as they turned away from 
the tomb, and saw “Mary Magdalene, and 
the other Mary, sitting over against the sep- 
ulchre,” one of those Jewish gentlemen said 
to the other: “Oh, if we had only followed 
Him as they followed Him! If we had only 
followed Him as they did!” 

My brother, have you never felt that way? 

This Jesus once came into your life and 
gave you spiritual sight, healed you, cleansed 
you, and stood by your side, yet for years 
you have been out in the midst of a sinful 
world, failing to be His witness. You have 
been His disciple, but in secret. For fear of 
society and the organizations to which you 
belong, you never dare to say: “He is my 
Eotd. 

I ask you, do you ever feel as they felt? 
Do you ever wish you had followed Him as 
some of the lowly folk have followed, and 
owned Him as your Lord and Saviour before 
the world? 

Do not misunderstand me. I am not con- 
demning Nicodemus or Joseph of Arimathea. 
I think it was a wonderful testimony they 
gave to our Lord, but I regret the fact, as I 
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know they must, that they waited until after 
the Crucifixion. Oh, the richness, the joy, the 
peace, the blessing, in a clean-cut, open testi- 
mony for Jesus the divine Son of God, as our 
Saviour, our Lord, and our Master. 

I have given you three types of witnesses, 
and I did it purposely, because Jesus said: 
“Ve shall be witnesses unto me.” Mind, not 
unto the church, but unto Him, “unto the ut- 
termost part of the earth.” The world is 
where Jesus sent us to witness unto Him. 

St. Paul. tells us in Romans x, 9; thateous 
very salvation is dependent upon our public 
confession of Jesus, and Jesus, in Matthew x, 
32 and 33, says: “Whosoever therefore shall 
confess me before men, him will I confess 
also before my Father which is in heaven, 
but whosoever shall deny me before men, 
him will I also deny before my Father which 
is in heaven.” Our salvation, our service, our 
joy, our peace, our reward, depend upon the 
character and the quality and the purpose of 
our witness to the Lord Jesus Christ. Re- 
member that He said “witnesses unto me.” 

I sat in the office of a great man—a really 
great man—a man who has been in the eyes 
of the public for years. For more than an hour 
we talked of personal matters. In that hour, 
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without being asked, that man told me of 
how he went into the church, of what church 
he went into, of how he went out of that 
church and into another church; told me of 
his family life, of the ethics he believed in, of 
the morals he lived up to, and in that hour 
he never once mentioned the name of Jesus 
Christ. He testified to me of his experience, 
he testified of his church, he testified of his 
good works, but never once did he testify 
of Jesus. 

That is the way we too often camouflage 
it. It is not hard to testify to the fact that 
you are honest. You and I rather glory in it. 
It is not hard to testify to the fact that you 
tell the truth. We would not like to testi- 
fy to anything else. It is not hard for you 
and me to testify that we belong to this or 
that denomination, especially if it is one of 
the big and powerful ones. It is not hard to 
testify to the fact that you belong to the bon 
ton church: you do this and let people draw 
their own inferences. 

A lot of people like to testify to the mar- 
velous experiences they have had. That is 
easy. I heard the Countess de Torinoff say: 
“People come to me wherever I go, and say, 
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‘Oh, how I wish I had your experience’. 
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What do they mean? They wish they could 
stand up before great throngs and tell about 
themselves. 

But she did not say that they come to her 
saying, “Oh, I wish I had your Christ.” 

Remember, Jesus said the testimony is un- 
to Him. We are to go out into the world, 
regardless of present position or of past life, 
and own Jesus as our Saviour, our Lord and 
our Master. 

And you are to testify in two ways—by 
precept and by example. One we find in the 
blind man: “One thing I know, that whereas 
I was blind, now I see.” 

Early in my ministry, men with years of 
training and experience would say to me, 
“Churchill, you are wrong about this; you 
are wrong about that.” And they would give 
me some of their theological views. 

But no man has ever been able to tell me 
that I was wrong about the saving power of 
Jesus Christ. 

I may not know everything there is to 
know about theology, but “one thing I know, 
that, whereas I was blind, now I see.” I know 
that Jesus has power on earth to forgive sin, 
and by His grace I will own Him as my 
Saviour, my Lord, and my Master. 
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Nicodemus and Joseph of Arimathea had 
not been blind in the same sense as the blind 
man. They had not had his marvelous ex- 
perience. God had given them privileged 
places, yet when they beheld Him as their 
Saviour, they took their worldly goods, they 
took their worldly position, all the influence 
they had, and threw them in on the side of 
Jesus Christ. 

And the Gospel began traveling down 
through the ages, until today we are blessed, 
and are privileged to be a blessing, because 
they paid the price, they owned the Lord, 
they confessed Him before their fellow men. 

If you have never done it before, start to- 
day. Go out and let folks know by your 
speech and by your life that Jesus Christ is 
your Saviour, your Lord and your Master. 


Christ the King 


TEXT 
MATTHEW XXI, 10 


“Who is this?” 


“Y ) YHO is this?” That question has 

been asked ever since the birth of 

Jesus Christ into the world; it is 

being asked today and is being answered in 
various ways. 

In order that we may better understand 
the question and the answer, let us go into 
the nineteenth chapter of the Gospel accord- 
ing to St. Matthew and read exactly what 
Jesus was saying and doing preceding His 
significant and triumphant entry into the 
city of Jerusalem. 

In this chapter we find Jesus teaching and 
preaching along the roadway. Here we have 
the story of the rich young ruler asking that 
age-long question: “Good Master, what good 
thing shall I do that I may have eternal life?” 
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It is very evident that this young ruler 
misunderstood the nature of Christ’s mis- 
sion. He recognized in Jesus one of the great 
rabbis of his day, but not the Christ of God. 
Jesus was not slow to discern this, hence His 
answer: “Why callest thou me good? There 
is none good but one, that is, God. But if 
thou wilt enter into life, keep the command- 
ments.” 

The young ruler answered Jesus: “All these 
things have I kept from my youth up; what 
lack I yet?” 

The Lord Jesus looked on him and loved 
him, and said, “Go and sell that thou hast, 
and give to the poor, and thou shalt have 
treasure in heaven”—take everything of this 
life that has become a part of you, part your- 
self from it—‘‘and come and follow me.” 

And the record says that the young man 
went away sorrowful, because he was very 
rich; the things of this world had gotten a 
hold on his heart, his mind, and his life; he 
could not give them up. He could not picture 
himself as identified with that lowly band of 
disciples, who, like their Lord, had no place 
to lay their heads. And he went away sor- 
rowful. 

And Jesus said to His disciples: “A rich 
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man shall hardly enter into the kingdom of 
heaven.” 

They were astonished and asked: “Who 
then can be saved?” 

They were like many whom we meet to- 
day. They thought: “If that man cannot be 
saved, who then can be saved, and especially . 
if that man is moral and discreet in every 
way, and does not partake of the grosser sins 
of life” —as we have no reason to believe this 
rich young ruler did—‘“who then can be 
saved?” 

Jesus, looking at them, said, “With men 
this is impossible; but with God all things 
are possible.” 

The disciples looked at Him and in their 
bewilderment began to take account of stock, 
to ask themselves, “What are we here for?” 
“That rich man,” they doubtless reasoned, - 
“would not give up the things of the world 
to follow Jesus. He would not leave all and 
identify himself with us. Jesus promised him 
everything He promised to us—companion- 
ship with Himself, eternal life, great treasure 
in heaven—yet he thought so much of the 


things of this world that he would not go with 
Him. I wonder what we are with Him for? 
What do we labor and suffer with Him for? 
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Peter voiced the sentiment, saying, “Be- 
hold, we have forsaken all and followed thee; 
what shall we have therefore?” 

- Possibly all Peter had was an old fishing 
boat, but he thought as much of it as we 
think of our worldly possessions. And he 
said, “Lord, we have forsaken all; what shail 
we have therefore?” 

Jesus answered him, “Ye which have fol- 
lowed me, in the regeneration when the Son 
of man shall sit in the throne of His glory, 
ye also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging 
the twelve tribes of Israel.” 

I am glad Jesus did not stop there. If He 
had stopped there, I would be asking the 
same question of Him now: “Lord, you told 
the rich man what he should have; you have 
taken care of Peter, James, John, and the rest 
of the apostles; but what are you going to 
do for me?” 

But He did not stop there. In the very 
next verse, He said, “And every one that 
hath forsaken houses, or brethren, or sisters, 
or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or 
lands, for my name’s sake, shall receive an 
hundredfold, and shall inherit everlasting 
life.’ Then He said, “I want to remind you 
of another thing: Many that are first shall be 
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last, and the last shall be first.” He then 
spoke that marvelous parable of the laborers 
in the vineyard. 

A man went out in the morning and en- 
gaged workmen to labor in his vineyard at a 
penny for the day’s work. They went to 
work. He went out at the third hour, saw 
others, and sent them to work. So also at the 
sixth hour he saw more, and said, “Go ye also 
into the vineyard, and whatsoever is right I 
will give you.” 

He went out at the ninth hour, and sent 
others in, and again at the eleventh hour and 
sent in still others. 

(Some of us ought to be very thankful for 
this parable. Many of us came in at the sixth 
hour, many more at the ninth hour, and some 
even at the eleventh hour.) 

At the close of the day he called them in 
and said to the ones who had begun at the 
eleventh hour, “Here is a penny for your 
work.” To those who came in at the ninth 
hour he gave a penny; likewise to those who 
came at the sixth hour, and the third, and to 
those hired first. 

Then those who came first—and who had 
agreed on the wages—began to murmur, and 
said: “These people worked only an hour, 
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three hours, six hours, and we worked all 
day long.” 

The householder said: “Friend, I do thee 
no wrong; didst thou not agree with me for 
a penny?” 

Jesus was saying, “I am not paying you 
alone for the amount of service you render, 
but for the quality of it, and also for the 
motive prompting it.” 

It makes all the difference in the world 
whether our service is rendered in love, with 
an eye single to His glory, or whether we 
have an eye single to the reward and want 
to get more or be greater than somebody else. 


First of all, the heart must be right towards 
God. This all points to the kind of a king- 


dom our blessed Lord came to set up—not a 
kingdom of temporal power, not a kingdom 
of provinces, but a kingdom of “righteous- 
ness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost”; 
a kingdom not over men’s persons, but with- 
in their souls. 

Now Jesus gives further emphasis to this 
fact by taking the disciples aside and say- 
ing to them, “Behold, we go up to Jerusalem ; 
and the Son of man shall be betrayed unto 
the chief priests and unto the scribes; and 
they shall condemn Him to death, and shall 
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deliver Him to the Gentiles to mock, and to — 
scourge, and to crucify Him; and the third 
day He shall rise again.” 

He had no sooner said this than another 
significant thing occurred. 

The mother of James and John came to 
Him and said, “Master, when you come into 
your kingdom, can these my sons, sit the one 
on thy right hand and the other on thy left?” 
(We have such hard work learning what 
kind of a kingdom He came to set up and 
what kind of a King He is!) 

The reply of Jesus was: “Ye know not 
what ye ask. You have a wrong conception 
of my kingdom. You do not know what kind 
of a King Iam. Oh, if you did, I do not be- 
lieve you would ever make this request. Ye 
know not what ye ask.” 

Then, turning to James and John, He asks, 
“Are you able to drink of my cup and to be 
baptized with my baptism ?” 

And they answered, “We are able.” 

Jesus then told them: “Ye shall drink in- 
deed of my cup, and be baptized with the 
baptism that I am baptized with; but to sit 
on my right hand, and on my left, is not mine 
to give, but it shall be given to them for 
whom it is prepared of my Father.” 
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The others heard what was said, and there 
was jealousy. Human nature the world over 
is the same. This all happened among the 
' disciples, not on the outside somewhere. But 
Jesus said, “The princes of the Gentiles ex- 
ercise dominion over them, but it shall not 
be so among you. That is not the kind of 
princes I would have you to be. Would you 
be great among men? Then minister to 
them. Would you be chief among them? 
Then be their servant. Even as the Son of 
man came not to be ministered unto, but to 
minister, and to give His life for a ransom 
for many.” 


That is the kind of a King the Lord Jesus 
Christ is; that is the kind of a kingdom He 


came to set up. 

There is an illustration of this in the heal- 
ing of the two blind men. Jesus was walking 
with His disciples, having the closest com- 
munion and fellowship with them, speaking 
to them of His crucifixion and resurrection. 
Two blind men by the roadside disturbed 
them, crying, “Have mercy on us, O Lord, 
thou son of David.” 

“And the multitude rebuked them, be- 
cause they should hold their peace.” 

Jesus did not say that. He called to the 
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blind men, saying, “What will ye that I shall 
do unto you?” 

They answered, “Lord, that our eyes may 
be opened.” 

“So Jesus had compassion on them, and 
touched their eyes; and immediately their 
eyes received sight, and they followed Him.” 

Notwithstanding any other significance 
this miracle of our Lord may have, it is a per- 
fect illustration of the fact that above every- 
thing else, Jesus came to minister, to be a 
servant. The lowliest of the low, the meek- 
est of the meek, the humblest of the humble, 
could come to Him, arrest His attention, and 
receive His healing touch. Yet He was the 
King of kings and the Lord of lords. 

That is the way all true followers of Jesus 
Christ work today; the principle has never 
changed. It will always be that way until 
Jesus comes again, and then He will rule 
over that kind of a kingdom. 

Jesus then sent two of the disciples—I do 
not know who they were, possibly Peter was 
one; I think he was, but it does not make any 
difference—saying unto them, “Go into the 
village over against you, and straightway ye 
shall find an ass tied, and a colt with her; 
loose them and bring them unto me. And if 
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any man say aught unto you, ye shall say, 
the Lord”—not Jesus; the Lord—‘“hath need 
of them.” 

Matthew tells us all this was done that the 
prophecy of Zechariah—ninth chapter, ninth 
verse—might be fulfilled in every detail, as 
Zechariah foretold the coming of Jesus Christ 
as the Messiah, as the great King. 

And they went and brought back the ass 
and the colt. These are two beautiful types. 
Here is maturity, typical of the Jewish na- 
tion. And here is a colt on which man has 
never ridden, a colt not yet broken, typical 
of the great Gentile nations, of which Jesus 
Christ is to be crowned King of kings and 
Lord of lords. And then will come the con- 
version of the Jewish nation. 

This will be in fulfillment of the prophecy 
in Zechariah ix, 10: “And I will cut off the 
chariot from Ephraim, and the horse from 
Jerusalem, and the battle bow shall be cut 
off; and He shall speak peace unto the heath- 
en, and His dominion shall be from sea even 
to sea, and from the river even to the ends of 
the earth.” 

“A colt... whereon never man sat.” Caesar 
tried it; Alexander tried it; Napoleon tried 
it; the Kaiser tried it. No man ever will do 
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it. But Jesus will when He comes to reign 
with power and great glory. His kingdom 
shall extend from sea to sea and to the ut- 
termost parts of the earth. That is the king- 
dom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 
A kingdom of “righteousness, and peace and 
joy in the Holy Ghost.” 

The disciples laid their garments on the 
back of the unbroken animal, placed Jesus 
thereon, and started for the city. 

The great throngs were rejoicing as they 
went to the feast. 

Jesus had raised Lazarus from the dead; 
His fame had gone before Him. They threw 
their garments down before Him as they did 
for a king, took palm branches and strewed 
the streets with them, and cried, “Hosanna 
to the Son of David; blessed is He that com- 
eth in the name of the Lord.” 

“God bless the King that cometh in the 
name of the Lord.” 

And the people cried, “Who is this? Who 
is this?” 

And I ask you: Who is He? In view of His 
birth, in view of His life, in view of His suf- 
ferings, in view of His resurrection, in view 
of the unfulfilled prophecy concerning His 
_ coming again, and in view of the great mira- 
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cles He has worked and is working in the 
lives of many: Who is He? 

Who did the people say He was? They 
said, “This is Jesus, the prophet of Nazareth 
of Galilee.” 

And that is what many people say today. 
They say: “He is a- great prophet, great 
teacher, great exemplar. He was born as we 
are, came out of Nazareth; the Nazarene, a 
great teacher. But farther than that, I would 
not care to go.” 

That is what the people said in Jesus’ day 
and that is what they say today. 

Jesus called His disciples to Him and 
asked: “Whom do men say that I, the Son 
of man, am?” 

And they said, “Some say that Thou art 
John the Baptist.” 

John the Baptist was a good man. It 
would be quite a compliment if some of us 
should be mistaken for John the Baptist. If 
somebody could look into our lives today and 
see John the Baptist, what a compliment it 
would be to us as servants of the most high 
God! 

They answered: “Some say that thou art 
John the Baptist; some, Elias; and others, 
Jeremias, or one of the prophets.” 
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Then Jesus asked: “But whom say ye that 
am? 

Peter answered, “Thou art the Christ, the 
Son of the living God.” 

And Jesus said, “Blessed art thou, Simon 
Barjona, for flesh and blood hath not re- 
vealed it unto thee, but my Father which is 
in heaven. 

“And I say also unto thee, that thou art 
Peter, and upon this rock I will build my 
church; and the gates of hell shall not pre- 
vail against it.” 

There is in the Greek here a play upon the 
words “Thou art Peter,” Petros, literally, a 
little rock, “and: upon this rocky” -Petrayet 
will build my church.” 

Jesus does not promise to build His church 
upon Peter, but upon Peter’s confession, 
which was the result of the revelation which 
the Father had given him that Jesus was the 
Christ, the Son of the living God. Upon this 
great confession that Jesus is the Christ, the 
Christian church is built, and the gates of 
hell shall never prevail against it. 

Peter himself was careful to set forth 
this fact in I Peter ii, 4-9, as was also St. 
Paul in Ephesians ii, 19-22. 

Jesus is more than a teacher, more than 
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an exemplar; Jesus is King of kings and Lord 
of lords, the only begotten Son of the living 
God, who was, and is, and is to come; that is 
Jesus Christ. 

This fact is set forth throughout the Scrip- 
tures. When He was born in Bethlehem of 
Judea and the Wise Men came from the east 
(Matthew ii, 2) they asked, “Where is He 
that is born King of the Jews?” 

What did Jesus say to His disciples before 
He took them up on the Mount of Transfig- 
uration? “There be some standing here 
which shall not taste of death tillthey see the 
Son of man coming in His kingdom” (Mat- 
thew xvi, 28). And He was transfigured be- 
fore them and gave them a picture of the 
future kingdom. 

Why did Jesus send for and use the colt? 
That the Scripture might be fulfilled which 
told of the King coming in meekness and rid- 
ing upon an ass, and a colt, the foal of an ass. 
The people recognized that Jesus Christ was 
a King. He is more than a man; He is God; 
He was the great God-man, and He saves 
people from their sins. He reigns triumph- 
ant; Jesus Christ is God. 

Many people have an erroneous idea about 
that colt and that ass. They were not the 


| 105 | 


common donkey or jackass we see in this 
country. The ass referred to in the Scripture 
was a stately animal, thought a great deal of, 
an animal that the judges of Israel and the 
chieftains in time of peace rode upon; a 
beautiful animal, much thought of in the 
Holy Land—but it was also a type of a cer- 
tain kind of warfare, so to speak, the warfare 
that Jesus carries on, which is the warfare of 
peace. If He had come with horses and chari- 
ots, He would have had the pomp and brill- 
iance of an earthly monarch—the very thing 
He was delivering men from. 

He came as a chieftain of peace, riding 
upon an ass, meek and lowly. Has He said 
anything about that of Himself? Yes: 
“Come unto me, all ye that labor and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take 
my yoke upon you and learn of me, for [am 
meek and lowly in heart; and ye shall find 
rest unto your souls” (Matthew xi, 28-29). 

Where was He meek and lowly? In heart. 
“And ye shall find rest unto your souls.” 
When He was giving His disciples the con- 
stitution of His kingdom in the Sermon on 
the Mount, He said, “Blessed are the meek, 
for they shall inherit the earth.” That is the 
heritage of every man and woman in Christ 
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at His second coming. “Blessed are the meek, 
for they shall inherit the earth.” 

Did you ever think what kind of a King 
He was? He was born a King. Just think 
of that—born a King. And yet He was 
cradled in a manger. There was not available 
a suitable place for the King to be born. He 
was born out among the cattle. And let me 
say to you it was not an especially prepared 
manger either. It was not one built for the oc- 
casion. It was just acommon, ordinary, every- 
day cowbarn manger, in use at the time, but 
there was no other place, no room for the 
King. Four thousand years the Jewish peo- 
ple had been waiting for Him, telling of how 
glorious it would be when He came—and 
when He did come, they cradled Him in a 
manger! 

You say they did not know it was He. 
But when the Wise Men came and asked 
for Him, Herod said, “Go and find Him, and 
come and tell me, that I may worship Him 
also.” 

But in his heart, Herod wanted to kill Him. 
The King was coming to take away their 
pomp and their power, and all Jerusalem 
was troubled. It was not very long until 
Joseph and Mary had to flee with Him into 
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another country to save His life. It was all 
in fulfillment of prophecy. He had to go into 
Egypt, and there followed the slaughter of the 
innocents because Herod believed the Child 
born in the manger was the King of the Jews. 

Born a King and yet born in a manger! 

What did He have for a palace? A car- 
penter’s stall. 

And His court? Bless God, it consisted of 
the streets of the city in which He lived, cov- 
ered with the canopy of heaven. 

If you area believer, you have a part in His 
kingdom; you are a member of a royal fam- 
ily; you are one of a peculiar people, called 
to suffer with Him, that you may also reign 
with Him in the power of His resurrection 
glory. 

He was a King, and yet He was hungry in 
the wilderness. Do you know what it means 
to be hungry? He had been anointed of the 
Father; He had heard those blessed words, 
“This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased.” He was led up into the wilderness 
by the Spirit, where He was tempted of the 
devil. After forty days, He hungered, and 
the adversary appeared to Him, and said, “If 
thou be the Son of God, command that these 
stones be made bread” (Matthew iv, 3). 
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But Jesus answered: “It is written, man 
shall not live by bread alone, but by every 
word that proceedeth out of the mouth of 
God.” Do you realize the force of this an- 
swer? Has it meant anything to you in your 
hours of temptation as you have gone 
through life? 

Brethren, our temptations would never 
turn to sin if those words of Jesus were a 
reality in our lives. Oh, that our faith might 
rest, not on marvelous and mighty works, 
not on the turning of stone into bread, but 
on the authority of the written word of our 
God—“It is written’—and that we might 
look up and by faith feed upon the Bread of 
Life and be nourished, and know that our 
Christ lives, and that He is the King of 
kings and Lord of lords. 

Born a King—and yet I see Him there on 
the curb of Jacob’s well, weary and hungry. 
The record tells us He was weary; so weary 
was He that He said to His disciples who 
were with Him—but who had not given of 
themselves as He had, though they had 
trudged along the way—“You go and buy 
the meat and bread, and let me rest here a 
while.” 

And there came into His presence a woman 
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who was a sinner. She had gone down into 
the very depths of iniquity, and I can just see 
Him brace Himself as in the presence of sin. 
He talks to her and leads her out of her sin- 
fulness into the great kingdom of the heav- 
enly Father and sends her forth as an evan- 
gel to bring about later the redemption of a 
city. 

His disciples came back and said, “Mas- 
ter, eat,” but He declined, saying: “My meat 
(the very sustenance of my life, the thing 
that keeps soul and body together from day 
to day) is to do the will of Him that sent me, 
and to finish His work.” 

Is His meat your meat? : Is it your life 
purpose to do the will of God? Is that your 
sustenance? Are you strong because you are 
feeding upon the will of God? 

Born a King, yet homeless in the city. 
God help you to see Christ as He was—not 
as some pompous monarch with authority 
and power, but just a meek, lowly, loving, 
tender, merciful King. That is what He was 
in the great city—with no home, no house, 
no place to go. 

One of the most touching scenes in the 
earthly life of Jesus is portrayed in the last 
verses of the seventh chapter of St. John’s 
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Gospel. Jesus stood there in the city street, 
teaching and preaching. Some believed and 
some disbelieved, just as today, and then 
“every man went unto his own house.” 

And the first verses of the eighth chapter 
read: “Jesus went unto the Mount of Olives, 
and early in the morning He came again into 
the temple, and all the people came unto 
Him; and He sat down and taught them.” 

The King of kings, the Lord of lords, the 
Christ of glory—yet there was not a man in 
Jerusalem to invite Him into his home! 

Would you have Him in your home? 
Could you take Jesus into your home today? 
Is your home so ordered that you could wel- 
come Him today? He is the King of kings; 
He is the Lord of lords. 

Again on another occasion a man said, 
“Master, I will follow thee whithersoever 
thou goest” (Matthew viii, 19). Jesus had 
just wrought a great miracle; He was speak- 
ing great truths. He was a great preacher; 
never man spake like Him. And the man 
said, “Lord, I will follow thee whithersoever 
thou goest; Lord, I will go with thee.” 

Jesus answered, “The foxes have holes, 
and the birds of the air have nests, but the 
Son of man hath not where to lay His head.” 
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And there is no record that the man ever 
went with Him. 

Are you with Him today? He is the same 
Jesus. He was rich, rich in everything that 
the world could offer. He was in the world; 
the world was made by Him; He was the 
King of the world, yet for our sakes He be- 
came poor, that we through His poverty 
might have spiritual riches. That is the 
kingdom of Jesus Christ; that is His king- 
ship. It is a kingdom and kingship in the 
hearts of men, “of righteousness and peace 
and joy in the Holy Ghost.” 

Are you one with Christ? Is His kingship 
your kingship? He calls us to Himself. By 
our acceptance of Him as a personal Saviour 
we become sons of God, heirs of God, and 
joint heirs with Jesus Christ. He calls us, 
not to pomp, not to earthly glory, not to 
temporal power, but to meekness, humility, 
and suffering; to service, and to love in the 
Holy Ghost. That is the call of Jesus Christ, 
the King of glory. 

Jesus asked a colt of one man, others 
strewed their garments in the way, and the 
multitude threw the palm branches. Every 
man did not have a colt, but he who did not 
have a colt could give a cloak, and he whose 
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cloak was so old and worn that it might be 
considered an insult to the King, could pick 
a few branches from the trees, and throw 
them in the way of the Christ of glory. 

That is a beautiful picture of what we may 
do in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
There is not one of us too poor to pick a 
branch here and there, and in some small 
way serve humanity. 

A young woman riding on a railway train 
placed a bunch of roses in the hands of a lit- 
tle crippled girl. The little girl kissed them, 
pressed them to her bosom, and later went to 
sleep with them in her arms. 

The father of the little girl came in from 
the smoking car and looking from his little 
daughter to the woman, said: “Madam, I am 
not a praying man, but God bless you because 
you have been good to my motherless girl.” 

He picked up the little girl and as he lifted 
her she awoke and said, “Papa, I have been 
in heaven. The lady gave me some roses.” 

There were moist eyes in that car, and I 
venture to say that many a man and woman 
heard a divine voice: “Inasmuch as ye have 
done it unto one of the least of these my 
brethren, ye have done it unto me.” 

Let us ever remember the kingship of Jesus 
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Christ. Remember, and go forward in the 
hope and comfort of the King’s promise: “To 
him that overcometh will I grant to sit with 
me in my throne, even as I also overcame and 
am set down with my Father in His throne.” 
(Revelation iii, 21.) 
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Che Atonement of Christ 


TEXT 
I CORINTHIANS XV, 3 


“For I delivered unto you first of all that which I 
also received, how that Christ died for our sins ac- 
cording to the Scriptures.” 


HE articles of Paul’s creed were few 

and plain. His mind fastened on the 

vital center of the Gospel. Christ died; 

He was buried; He rose from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven. He would come 

again. To Paul, these were the things of 

chief importance and essential to the Gospel 

scheme of salvation. These truths were in 
the forefront of all his preaching. 

The doctrine of the Atonement has a pecu- 
liar attraction. It speaks eloquently of the re- 
deeming work, suffering, and death of Christ. 
To meditate upon the ‘Lamb slain from the 
foundation of the world” carries us to the 
summit of that which is sublime in human 
thought. 

We are told that atonement is not a New 
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Testament word and that we had better be 
careful or it will lead us into confusion. If 
you are using your Revised Version you will 
not find it in the New Testament. It is found 
in the King James version only once—in the 
fifth chapter of Paul’s letter to the Romans. 
When the revisers were at work, they rubbed 
out the word atonement and substituted what 
they called a better one—‘reconciliation.” 
This is the word most common in the theol- 
ogy of our times. 

But we must not let words confuse us, for 
they are only verbal signs which symbolize 
ideas. 

There was a great battle of words in the 
time of Anselm, which not only produced the 
Substitutional theory of the Atonement, but 
drove from Christianity the thought that 
Christ paid a ransom to the devil by His 
sufferings and death. Other verbal battles re- 
sulted in the production of other theories 
known as the Governmental and the Moral, 
but it is not these that I wish to consider. 
Instead, I ask you to think with me of that 
reconciliation which takes place as a result 
of our acceptance of the Christ who died for 
our sins. 


Good government, improved ethical codes, 


| 116 | 


and splendid educational systems may grow 
out of the teachings of Jesus, but in and of 
themselves they are not Christianity. In our 
thought they must take their place among 
the fruits of Christianity, for primarily and 
distinctly the religion of Jesus Christ is one 
of redemption. Its fundamental purpose is to 
rescue men from the guilt and power of sin. 
Allits history and teachings must be studied 
in the light of that dominating purpose. 

The church has prospered just in propor- 
tion as she has kept the Cross at the fore- 
front of all her preaching. The missionaries 
bring back the same report from every field 
—that it is the story of Jesus’ death that 
opens to the Gospel the hearts of the pagan 
world. 

Every now and then, a group of people de- 
termine to rid themselves of the cross of 
Christ, or at least to pay scant attention to 
it, and in every case the movement has come 
to an end in a few generations. There is no 
interpretation of the Christian religion, that 
has in it redeeming power, which ignores or 
belittles the death of Christ. ; 

If the church of today is not doing what 
she ought to do, but is developing symptoms 
which are alarming to Christian leaders, it 
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may be because she has, in these recent years, 
been engaged so largely in practical duties 
as to forget to drink inspiration from the 
great doctrines which must forever furnish 
life and strength and hope. IfI were a prophet 
I should like to predict that the preaching of 
the next decade or two will be more doctrinal 
than that of the last few years. You may say 
you do not like doctrinal preaching—that you 
want preaching that is practical. But what, 
I ask, is practical preaching but that which 
accomplishes the object for which preaching 
is done? And the primary object of all Chris- 
tian preaching is to reconcile men to God. 

All the inspiration that has come to men 
along educational lines, through study of the 
Scriptures, proves Jesus a great teacher, but 
the apostles put little or no stress upon this 
phase of His life and activity. 

Reformers love to place His name at their 
masthead and remind us that He is their 
leader. They tell us that He was a great re- 
former, and so He was, but Peter and John 
and Paul seemed to be altogether unconscious 
of the fact, 

Jesus may have been great along these and 
other lines, and we do not question the claims 
made for Him, but the apostle Paul refuses 
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to enroll Him among the teachers, reformers, 
philanthropists, or martyrs of our race. For 
the apostle’s purpose, He was the world’s 
Redeemer. He was manifested to take away 
our sins. 

If we are careful in our reading of the New 
Testament, we cannot help seeing that the 
central and most conspicuous fact is the death 
of Jesus. A few moments spent in making 
calculations will reveal the startling fact that 
in the Gospels nearly one-fourth of their 
pages are devoted to the story of His death. 
Or take the letters which make up the last 
half of the New Testament; there is scarcely 
a quotation from the lips of Jesus; the writ- 
ers are silent on a thousand things where 
we think they might have spoken. But every 
letter is saturated in the pathos of His death. 

A thoughtful study of the New Testament 
will reveal to us the fact that Jesus taught 
His disciples to see in His sufferings and 
death the climax of God’s revelation to the 
world. The keynote of the whole Gospel 
story is struck by John the Baptist in his 
bold declaration: “Behold the Lamb of God, 
which taketh away the sin of the world.” 

So sacred and so important was the mis- 
sion of our Lord that He could not talk open- 
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ly to the rabble or the crowd about it. He 
must needs wait until he found someone who 
was willing to confess that He was the world’s 
Messiah, someone who had discovered in 
Him the “Son of the living God.” Then, and 
then only, did He begin to show, to unfold, 
to set forth the fact that He must suffer 
many things and be killed. Peter might make 
his protest, but Jesus could not be turned 
aside, for men must see God in His death as 
well as in His life. 

It may not only surprise us, but put new 
emphasis on this great doctrine of the Atone- 
ment, if we take note of how many times 
Jesus told His disciples that He must be 
killed. On one occasion, in Galilee, when His 
disciples were rejoicing over His wonderful 
works, He took them aside and said: “The 
Son of man shall be betrayed into the hands 
of men; and they shall kill Him, and the 
third day He shall be raised again.” 

Once, when the disciples were fearful for 
His safety, He took them aside and said: 
“The Son of man must suffer many things,” 
and at last be put to death. 

When He came near to Jerusalem His dis- 
ciples became impatient for a demonstration 
of His power, and He took occasion to talk 
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to them about the importance of humility. 
“The Son of man,” He said, “came not to be 
ministered unto, but to minister, and to give 
His life a ransom for many.” 

On the Mount of Olives He said: “Ye 
know that after two days is the feast of the 
passover, and the Son of man is betrayed to 
De crucified.” 

At the last supper, in the upper room, 
He took bread, and, blessing it, gave it to 
them, saying: “This is my body which is 
given for you: this do in remembrance of 
me.” Then, after supper, He took the cup, 
and when He had blessed it, He gave it to 
them, saying: “This is my blood of the new 
testament, which is shed for many for the re- 
mission of sins.” 

The one thing which we must never forget, 
and in my judgment the one thing which our 
Lord would have us ever keep before the 
minds of men, is that He laid down His life 
for them. We get our inspiration for such a 
task from the story of the life and teachings 
of our Lord, as recorded in the Gospels, but 
as we pass on into the Epistles we find our- 
selves face to face with the same glorious 
fact. “Endure,” “Suffer”—says Peter, ‘for 
Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the 
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just for the unjust, that he might bring us 
to God.” John says, “The blood of Jesus 
Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.” 

You cannot open the New Testament and 
read for any length of time without facing 
the fact that Christ died for our sins. 

When I think of the work of the Atone- 
ment, I see a glorious transaction that lies 
back in the order of nature. It is not limited 
by any design of God. It is for the world— 
“that whosoever believeth in Him should not 
perish but have everlasting life.” 

I see in it a work designed to show the 
kindness of God; illustrating how God can 
be just, and yet the Justifier of him that be- 
lieveth; showing how He can maintain His 
truth and yet forgive. It shows how God can 
love a sinner and yet hate his sin. 

It is not a question of who shall or who 
shall not be saved. Such questions are born 
of selfishness. They hinder our contemplation 
of the goodness and the wisdom of God. 

It is not a commercial question as of debt 
and purchase, but an exhibition of the mercy 
and the goodness of God. 

I stand in the open country and look upon 
the fields golden with ripened grain and fruit, 
but it is not a question of what all this is 
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worth. Instead, I behold the goodness of 
God in the wise arrangements He has made 
for the children of men. 

As I stand on the bank of the Niagara and 
watch the flow as God pours the waters from 
“the hollow of His hand,” I think not of how 
much it is all worth for power purposes, but, 
instead, I allow the scene to lift my soul to 
God, and pray that the rushing waters may 
teach me some lesson of His power and great- 
ness. “Thy way is in the sea, and thy path 
in the great waters.” 

So I look upon the glorious work of the 
Atonement. It talks to me of the salvation of 
men. It is a revelation, a new manifestation, 
of the love, the character, and the power of 
God. It makes me think more highly of the 
love, the truth, and the justice of my Maker. 
There is that in it which expands the soul 
and lifts it above the sordid propensities of 
the world. 

There have been, and there are still, those 
who raise questions with regard to the Atone- 
ment. They tell us that the doctrine presents 
great difficulties to the natural mind. In the 
first place, they question the necessity of such 
suffering as was undergone by Jesus in order 
that human redemption might be procured. 
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That Jesus should be “bruised for our in- 
iquities,” that He should be chastised for our 
peace, is incomprehensible to the unregener- 
ate man. 

It might help, in all such cases, if those 
who are troubled over the sacrifice which 
Jesus made would consider the fact that al- 
most every temporal and spiritual blessing 
must be purchased at the expense of sorrow 
and suffering. If you can tell why it is that 
the ground must be wounded by spade and 
plow and put under torture of the harrow 
before it will produce bread for us to eat, 
then perhaps you can tell why it is that the 
bread of God, the spirit of life and the mercy 
of the Eternal Father, is not adapted to our 
need till it comes to us through the bruised, 
tortured, crucified Son of God. Since the en- 
trance of sin into the world, it seems to be 
the one condition of our every blessing, even 
life itself, that someone shall suffer to pro- 
cure it. 

In the second place, no matter how you 
try to explain, the fact remains that sins are 
visited upon others as well as upon their 
agents. The spendthrift and intemperate 
father entails upon his son an enfeebled con- 
stitution and all the miseries of poverty and 
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disease. We may quarrel with these facts if 
we care to do so, but they confront us wher- 
ever we look. These are such self-evident 
truths that it is folly to deny them: 

If God deals with us after this manner in 
the world of nature, why should we refuse 
to believe that His dealings in the world of 
grace may not be characterized by the same 
great feature, and that the inspired writer 
was correct when he said: “For He hath made 
Him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that 
we might be made the righteousness of God 
fm cisins 

Men may be indifferent to the lost condi- 
tion of the race. But not God; He cannot be 
indifferent. There is no such thing as the 
Divinity of indifference. Lost mankind are 
God’s lost. His ‘“‘piece of money” is money 
indeed, for it came out of the mine of His 
eternal nature. Therefore, He must be con- 
cerned about His lost. If mankind are God’s 
lost, then no price is too great, if by the pay- 
ment of that price the lost may be found. 
Only such a plan as that revealed in the 
Atonement could be worthy the great heart 
of God. 

Fathers and mothers should rejoice in the 
doctrine of the Atonement, for it means the 
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actual salvation of all who die in infancy. 
This is one of the immediate benefits of the 
atonement in Christ. The fact of such a sal- 
vation should not only warm but set on fire 
the heart of every parent. There may be 
those who dissent from this doctrine of in- 
fant salvation through the Atonement, but 
we find that on this question there is no 
longer any difference of opinion among evan- 
gelical churches. 

This doctrine of the Atonement opens up 
the door of a great hope to all who are hope- 
lessly and helplessly bound in sin. Through 
this door they may enter and experience 
knowledge of forgiven sin. They may enter 
here and find the joy of reconciliation. 

It is also the entrance to God’s great store- 
house, where power may be secured that will 
enable men and women so to live as to meet 
the approval of the heavenly Father. 

In the face of these great truths, we may 
safely say that the strength or the weakness 
of the church lies in the presentation or lack 
of presentation of this great central truth in 
the plan of salvation. If it is impossible to 
open the New Testament without encounter- 
ing the idea that Christ died for our sins, 
ought it not to be true that our every en- 
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trance into a Christian church should bring 
us face to face with the fact that Christ re- 
deemed us by the shedding of His own blood? 

Our testimony for generations of people 
that will follow us should be that of the great 
Apostle to the Gentiles: “For I delivered un- 
to you first of all that which I also received, 
how that Christ died for our sins according 
to the Scriptures.” 
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Our Christian Buty 


TEXT 
MATTHEW Iv, 19 


“And He saith unto them, Follow me, and I will 
make you fishers of men.” 


portant work of the church and the in- — 
dividual Christian. This work held a 
supreme place in the life of Jesus. The whole 
purpose of His ministry is summed up in 
His own words: “The Son of man is come 
to seek and to save that which was lost.” 
If the work of salvation had not been the 
supreme objective of the ministry of Jesus 
of Nazareth, and if He himself had not been 
a master fisherman, the work of extending 
His kingdom would have ended at His death. 
And if we, as His followers, do not learn and 
practice His art of fishing, we shall be fail- 
ures in the chief work of His kingdom on 
earth. 


Real conversion is most fully displayed 
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GS portant wor is the first and most im- 


when it leads converts to seek the conver- 
sion of others; we most truly follow Christ 
when we become fishers of men. So highly 
did Paul estimate the work of saving his fel- 
low men that he was willing to become all 
things to all men, or even a castaway, if by 
any means he might save some. Paul was 
wholly converted. He could say, “For to me 
to live is Christ.” He was, as no other hu- 
man ever has been, the very embodiment of 
the ideals which he preached; the work of 
regeneration was fully displayed by the great 
apostle. 

In Jerry McAuley we see another most 
striking example of a truly converted man. 
He was led to Christ while serving a prison 
sentence for stealing, and before he had 
served out that short sentence he was the 
means of bringing about a great revival 
among the prisoners in the jail, many of 
whom were led to the Lamb of God which 
taketh away the sin of the world. 

In Henry Clay Trumbull we have another 
outstanding example of genuine regenera- 
tion. He was led to Christ through the ef- 
forts of a friend, who, being concerned about 
the welfare of Trumbull’s soul, wrote him a 
letter in which he asked him to consider the 
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claims of Christ. He did consider them, and 
as a result gave himself to Christ, and for 
more than half a century labored to bring 
others into the kingdom. 

The Rev. Thomas Guthrie once remarked 
that ‘““we must work while we pray and pray 
while we work.” 

Prayer meetings are good things, but 
without Christian work we cannot expect to 
catch many fish or to accomplish much for 
God. “Which would you rather see,” asked a 
certain distinguished preacher, “a man just 
saved from drowning casting lifelines to 
others struggling in the river of death, or 
down on his knees on the rock thanking God 
for his own deliverance?” I firmly believe 
that God will accept action for others as the 
highest possible expression of gratitude that 
a saved soul can offer. 

Spiritual fishermen are made, not born. 
Many Christian people say they are so con- 
stituted that it is impossible for them to 
practice personal evangelism, but our text 
teaches us that the great question, as stated 
by Christ himself, is not so much what we 
are naturally as what He, Jesus, makes us 
by grace. Whoever we may be, or whatever 
our natural feelings or tendencies, we can, 
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by following Jesus, be made useful in His 
kingdom, for it is He, and not we, who at- 
tends to the making. Our part is but to fol- 
low, for He says: “Follow me and I will 
make you fishers of men.” To become a spir- 
itual fisherman should be the uppermost de- 
sire of every Christian. The only way to at- 
tain to this sacred art is to follow in the 
footsteps of the great master fisherman, 
Jesus Christ, for when He draws us then 
we in turn shall draw men. 

Spiritual fishing is as difficult as it is im- 
portant. It is far easier to teach and to train 
Christians than it is to win the lost. There 
is no embarrassment about presenting Christ 
to those who already love Him, but it re- 
quires a higher life and a greater consecra- 
tion to bring Him to the attention of unbe- 
lieving, rebellious souls. This may be one 
reason why so many Christians have chosen 
easier lines of activity. It may account for 
the fact that so few are absorbed by the work 
of salvation. But, although the work of sal- 
vation has been in the past, and is at the 
present time, sadly neglected, the chief busi- 
ness of the Church of Jesus Christ is soul 
saving. Every place of worship should be a 
“soul-seine’ and every follower of Jesus a 
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spiritual fisherman. To win souls to Christ 
should be the ambition of every child of God. 

Jesus said: “Follow me, and I will make 
you.” And if we would be made we must, ina 
real sense, follow Him. We must be separated 
to Him that we may pursue His object. We 
cannot follow Jesus unless we are separated 
from the world. “No man can serve two mas- 
ters; for either he will hate the one, and love 
the other, or else he will hold to the one, and 
despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and 
mammon.” 

If we would be fishers of men, we must 
belong absolutely to Him, that His design 
may be our design, and that our lives may be 
consistent, godly lives. Paul, addressing 
the Christians at Corinth, said: “Ye are our 
epistle, written in our hearts, known and 
read of all men.” 

A bright youth was once asked, “Under 
whose preaching were you converted ?” 

His reply was: ‘“Nobody’s; it was under 
my aunt’s practicing that I was converted.” 

It was said of Fenelon that “no man could 
be in his presence two hours without desiring 
to be a Christian.” And it was said of Arnot: 
“His preaching was good, his writing better, 
but his life best of all.” 
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A life conformed to the life of Christ is a 
wonderful power in winning souls to God. 
Oh, follow Jesus, that He may make you 
soul-winners! Abide with Him, that you may 
catch His spirit. A spiritual work calls for 
spiritual workmen, and the closer our com- 
munion with Christ, the greater our power 
with souls. Near following means full fel- 
lowship. 

Christ requested His disciples to be bap- 
tized with the Holy Spirit, and said: “Ye 
shall receive power after that the Holy Ghost 
is come upon you, and ye shall be witnesses 
unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, 
and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part 
of the earth.” Spirit-filled men have ever 
been men full of zeal and power. What we 
require, if we are to win souls to Christ and 
turn the channels of spirituality into the 
lives of men, is to abide with Christ just as 
the branch abides in the vine, that we may 
receive a touch of the dynamic energy of 
the Holy Spirit. 

“Follow me,” said Jesus, and if we would 
be spiritual fishermen, we must obey Him— 
not only in this, but in all things. We must 
take His yoke upon us and learn of Him, and 
observe all things whatsoever He has com- 
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manded us. This is what it means to follow 
Him, and as we follow we copy His life, and 
win His blessing from God; for God blesses 
those who are, like His Son, spiritual fish- 
ermen. 

“T will make you,” is the promise of Jesus. 
This is His part of the work. We are but to 
follow; the making must be done by Him. 
Through our following He works conviction 
and conversion in others. He uses our ex- 
ample as a means to this end. By our dis- 
cipleship the Lord makes you and me fit to 
be used. True soul-winners are not self- 
made, but Christ-made, and the making of 
soul-winners is the very highest form of cre- 
ation. It is the work of Jesus in the lives of 
His followers, making them proficient in the 
holy art of spiritual fishing. By His Spirit 
He guides us and tells us what, when, and 
where to speak. He qualifies us to reach 
men, and by His secret working on our 
hearts He speeds us in our work. Yes, when 
we really follow Him, He makes us true 
fishers by inclining men to enter the Gospel 
net. 

In conclusion, allow me to leave this 
thought with you, taken from one with large 
experience in the art of spiritual fishing: 
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“The man who saves souls is like a fisher 
upon the sea in more ways than one, for he 
is dependent and trustful, diligent and per- 
severing, intelligent and watchful, laborious 
and self-denying, daring and not afraid to 
enter upon a dangerous sea’; and, if you 
please, successful, for he is no fisher who 
never catches anything. 

Let us cease to be merely builders of 
churches, financial agents, social service 
workers, or even Christian teachers. Let 
others do these easier tasks. But as for us, 
pray God that He will place upon our hearts 
the burden of souls, that we may join the 
braver, more heroic company of spiritual 
fishermen. 
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Your Forgotten Bows 


TEXT 
GENESIS XXxV, 1 


“And God said unto Jacob, Arise, go up to Beth-el 
and dwell there, and make there an altar unto God 
that appeared unto thee when thou fleddest from the 
face of Esau thy brother.” 


ACOB, in the Old Testament, and Peter, 
J in the New Testament, seem to have 

more in common with universal mankind 
in a natural way than any other two Biblical 
characters. Jacob—naturally cunning, crafty, 
crooked, but by the grace of God, promising, 
prosperous, and a prince of the Lord. Jacob 
in his natural self could have hidden behind 
a corkscrew, and yet by the grace of God he 
became the very soul of honor. 

Jacob presents to us a marvelous picture 
of the transforming power of our Lord. I 
probably have spent more time in studying 
Jacob and Peter than any other characters 
in either the Old or the New Testament. I 
love to study Elijah, but when I study him, 
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I get lost. He does so many mighty things 
that every once in a while I am forced to 
leave him. 

And I love to study Moses, but because of 
his meekness, and his great leadership, I fol- 
low him but a little way and then feel dis- 
couraged. 

That is also true of Paul and John. I love 
to study Paul, but when I study Paul, and 
get into his life and the background of it, 
his intellectual ability, his knowledge of sci- 
ence and philosophy, and all the arts of his 
day, I lose myself, become discouraged, and 
leave Paul. Thank God, He picked a man 
like Paul, but thank God again, He picked 
a few Jacobs and a few Peters, too. 

When I study John I am lost completely. 
When I think of his love, his kindness, his 
goodness, that marvelous nature of his, the 
thought that always comes to me is, How 
did he ever get along with Peter? Yet the 
Spirit of our Lord harmonized those two na- 
- tures and they did get along together. 

But Jacob, like Peter, has much in com- 
mon with universal humanity. Let us notice 
four things in connection with him: 

First, notice the vow that Jacob made to 
God. You know the story of his life. He de- 
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frauded his brother not only of his birthright, 
but of his blessing, and it is no wonder his 
brother was angry. And taking the advice 
of his mother, Jacob fled from home for his 
life; he started out for the land of Haran, 
and as he came to the end of the first day’s 
journey—weary, tired, travel worn—he lay 
down in a field near that place called by the 
inhabitants Luz. He had a stone for his pil- 
low and the great vault of heaven for his 
covering. And as he lay there on the ground 
asleep, he dreamed he saw a ladder extend- 
ing from earth to heaven, and the angels of 
God ascending and descending thereon. 
Yes, he saw more than that. For behold, 
he saw the Lord standing at the head of the 
ladder and heard the Lord speak to him: “I 
am the Lord God of Abraham thy father, and 
the God of Isaac; the land whereon thou 
liest, to thee will I give it and to thy seed. 
And thy seed shall be as the dust of the 
earth, and thou shalt spread abroad to the 
west, and to the east, and to the north, and 
to the south; and in thee and in thy seed 
shall all the families of the earth be blessed.” 
The folks who tell us today that we wor- 
ship a tribal God, tell us the God of the Old 
Testament is a tribal God—I wonder what 
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they are going to do with that Scripture. 
There is nothing tribal about that. There is 
the most marvelous progression in the Bible 
from Genesis to Revelation. 

God says, “I will bless you; I will bless 
your family; I will bless your friends; I will 
bless your nation, and I will scatter your 
seed to the east, west, north and south, and 
all nations shall be blessed in thee, and in thy 
seed.’’ Nothing tribal about that. And He 
says, “I will go with thee whithersoever thou 
goest. I will watch over and care for thee 
and bring thee again unto this land.” 

And Jacob awaked out of his sleep and 
said, “Surely the Lord is in this place and I 
knew it not.”” And he vowed a vow, saying, 
“Tf God will be with me, and will keep me in 
this way that I go, and will give me bread to 
eat, and raiment to put on, so that I come 
again to my father’s house in peace, then 
shall the Lord be my God, and this stone, 
which I have set for a pillar, shall be God’s 
house; and of all that thou shalt give me I 
will surely give the tenth unto thee.” 

That was Jacob’s vow: “Of all that thou 
shalt give me, I will give a tenth of it unto 
thee; thou shalt be my God, this shall be thy 
house, and I will worship thee.” He said, 
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“Give me thy presence, give me food to eat, 
give me raiment to put on, bring me again 
in peace to my father’s house, and thou shall 
be my God, and this shall be thy house. I 
will worship thee and surely give thee the 
tenth of all thou dost give to me.” 

That was his vow. 

And he departed from Luz and made his 
way to the land of Haran, and attached him- 
self to his mother’s brother, his uncle Laban. 

He served Laban for twenty years, and in 
return his uncle gave him his two daughters 
to wife, and gave him flocks and herds and 
cattle, and God abundantly blessed him. He 
had menservants and maidservants, had ev- 
erything of a worldly nature that man could 
desire, and at the end of twenty years, in an- 
swer to the call of God, as well as in answer 
to the longings of his own soul, he decided to 
make his way back home—to go back and 
see his brother Esau. He gathered his flocks, 
herds, and cattle together, took his wives and 
children, his menservants, and his maidserv- 
ants, and started out for the homeland. 

Laban did not like that. He wanted Jacob 
to stay with him. And Laban followed after 
him and overtook him at Gilead. But the 
Lord was with Jacob and Laban returned 
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home and Jacob went on, to the ford Jabbok. 

He was probably thinking, just about that 
time, the same things you and I would think 
under the same circumstances. He was won- 
dering what his brother Esau was going to 
do to him when he got home. 

So he took some of his trusted servants 
and sent them on before to spy out the land, 
and find out, if they could, just how his 
brother felt towards him. They came back 
and reported his brother was coming to meet 
him with four hundred armed men. 

I imagine the cold chills began to operate 
up and down Jacob’s backbone, and he began 
to pray. 

It is natural to pray when you get into 
trouble; it is the most natural thing in the 
world to turn to God when you want some- 
thing—protection, care, food, raiment. Jacob 
could pray at Beth-el; he could pray at the 
ford Jabbok; he could pray any time he got 
into trouble, but we have no record until this 
time that he ever prayed much except when 
he was in trouble. Many folks can pray when 
they get into trouble, but when the clouds 
are gone and the sun again shines on them, 
they forget the Lord. 

But the Lord heard and answered him, 
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and Jacob had another vision—not a vision 
of heaven this time, but a vision of how he 
might appease his brother’s wrath. And he 
acted upon the vision. I can picture him say- 
ing: “I am a wealthy man. I will send my 
brother a fine present.” 

It is wonderful the way he arranged that 
present. He divided it into droves and he 
separated them and spread them out to make 
a good show, and I feel sure that if there 
were any poor cattle in those droves, they 
were given a most inconspicuous place. I 
think he had the finest looking beast you 
ever could see leading the procession, and 
some choice ones in the rear. He was very 
careful also of the men he sent over with 
them. He sent them across the brook, and 
as the first went over he said: “When Esau 
my brother meeteth thee, and asketh thee, 
saying, Whose art thou? and whither goest 
thou? and whose are these before thee? Then 
thou shalt say, They be thy servant Jacob’s; 
it is a present sent unto my lord Esau; and, 
behold, also he is behind us.” 

“Be sure to tell him that Jacob is coming 
along behind.” 

And he sent over the second flock and told 
his servants in charge the same thing; the 
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third, the fourth and the fifth, another and 
another, and all fixed up the same way, and 
with each he sent good servants and the 
same message: “Be sure to tell Esau it is a 
present from Jacob who is coming along be- 
hind.” 

After he got them all over, he took his 
wives, children, and servants and put them 
across the stream. “And Jacob was left 
alone; and there wrestled a man with him 
until the breaking of the day.” 

Have you ever in your life taken the family, 
the business, the cares of this life, and the 
pleasures of this world, and put them across 
the stream, so to speak, and stayed alone for 
a night with God? Jacob put them all over, 
and remained behind. I have an idea he 
stayed there to think a bit and possibly to 
pray a bit. And God appeared unto him and 
wrestled with him. 

Never say Jacob wrestled with God. 
“There wrestled a man with him.” You do 
not go looking for God to wrestle with. You 
would not be where you are, you would not 
have what you have, only that God and His 
Christ have been continually pursuing you 
and wrestling with you and touching the 
thing in your life that is wrong. 
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The angel of the Lord wrestled with Jacob 
and gave him the victory; his name was 
changed; he was no longer Jacob, the sup- 
planter, cheat by name and cheat by nature; 
he was Israel, the prince of God. 

Jacob met Esau, and because of the grace 
of God, Esau’s anger was assuaged. Esau 
went up to the land of Seir, but Jacob went 
to Succoth, and from Succoth to Shalem; at 
Shalem he set up an altar unto God in self- 
will, and worshiped God after the dictates 
of his own heart and not after the mind of 
God. 

He remained there seven or eight years. 

_ Notice that twenty-eight years have passed, 
and Jacob has never been back to Beth-el. 
He has never erected the altar, he has not 
worshiped as he vowed, and he has not paid 
his tithes. God has prospered him, God has 
blessed him, and yet there he is, up in Shal- 
em, and he has not gone to Beth-el. 

Let me remind you that when Jacob vowed 
his vow to God, he asked for just four things: 
God’s presence, bread to eat and raiment to 
wear, and that he should come again to his 
father’s house in peace. 

God did all these, and more. He gave 
him more than bread; He gave him more 
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than raiment; He gave him His presence, 
and He brought him in peace, and yet Jacob 
forgot his vow to God. 

Let me ask you, are any of you in Jacob’s 
predicament? Just think about it. It is the 
old, old story carried out in everyday life, 
making the vow when you get into trouble, 
and forgetting it when the sun shines. You 
remember when the war broke out and the 
government came and laid its hand upon that 
boy of yours, and you got down on your 
knees and said something like this to God: 
“O Lord, you care for him, you spare him, 
you bring him back to me, and Lord, you 
shall be my God, I will worship you and I 
will live a consistent Christian life.” God 
heard you and answered your prayer; He 
brought your boy back, and I ask you, my 
brother, my sister, have you fulfilled your 
vow? 

Let me recall another time when you made 
a vow. It was when the influenza touched 
nearly every third home in the city. There 
was funeral after funeral; churches were 
closed, schools were closed, certain business 
places were not permitted to continue in op- 
eration. I held a funeral out here in one of our 
cemeteries and the caskets were piled so high 
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you could not reach the top of them. They 
just piled them one on top of the other. They 
could not dig the graves fast enough. 

The disease came into your home, touched 
your little one. You got down on your knees 
and said, “O God, spare my baby, and you 
will be my God, I will worship and serve 
you, and I will walk consistently with Jesus 
Christ.”” And I ask you: Have you paid your 
vow? God did His part; have you done yours? 

You remember that time a few years ago 
when business was poor? Everything you 
touched seemed to go against you and it 
looked as though even your home would be 
taken from you; poverty was staring you in 
the face, and you went into your office, closed 
the door, and talked to God. You said some- 
thing like this: “Lord, show me the thing to 
do; help me now, and I will serve you and 
live a consistent Christian life.” God heard 
you, and spared you; and I ask you, my 
brother: Have you paid your vow? Have you 
ever gone back to that place and said, “Here, 
Lord, you did all I asked of you, and now I 
want to pay my vow’? God heard your 
prayer. Have you paid your vow? You told 
Him you would be consistent; you told Him 
you would go to His house and worship 
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Him; you told Him you would do the thing 
He wanted regardless of what it was. Have 
you paid your vow? 

Let me give you another picture. Do you 
remember last New Year’s Eve? You stood 
there on the threshold of the new year; the 
bells chimed out, and the whistles blew. We 
had been talking about God, our past lives, 
our new opportunities, and you said, “God 
give me the grace and I will be a better man. 
Lord, give me the grace and I will be a bet- 
ter woman.” It was all right for a week or 
two, all right for a little time. Let me ask 
you—have you kept the vow? 

Have you anything in your home today 
to show for it? Have you that family altar, 
or anything different from what you had 
before? Have you paid your tithes? Have 
you told your neighbor about Christ? Is 
there anything in your life that would tell 
the world you had gone back to Beth-el and 
paid your vows to Almighty God? 

Remember that night when God called 
you, and you knelt at the foot of the cross 
and looked up into His radiant face and said, 
“Lord, forgive me my sins”’—and they 
mounted up before you like an Alpine sum- 
mit—and you said, ‘““O Lord, save me tonight ; 
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give me the consciousness of the forgiveness 
of my own sin. Lord, I will serve you.” 

And I ask you: Have you served Him? 
Have you paid the vow? 

God brought Jacob’s vow to his remem- 
brance. Never think for one moment that 
God is at a loss to find means to bring 
about His own ends. God can bring things to 
remembrance; God does bring things to re- 
membrance. If you have named the name of 
Jesus Christ, or if you have not, and the Spirit 
of God is striving with you today, I tell you 
God has power and will use it to bring about 
His own ends. He used it with Jacob. 

What happened up there at Shalem? Ja- 
cob had a daughter Dinah. The record tells 
us she “went out to see the daughters of the 
land.” Why not? Her father had gone into 
the world; he had lived for worldly gain; why 
not his children? She went out to see the 
daughters of the land into which her father 
had brought her, and Shechem, the son of 
Hamor the Hivite, prince of the country, de- 
filed her and wrought folly in Israel. “What- 
soever a man soweth that shall he also reap. 
He that soweth to his flesh, shall of the flesh 
reap corruption, but he that soweth to the 
Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting.” 
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You know what happened then—the mur- 
der of Hamor and Shechem and the spoiling 
of the city by Jacob’s sons; and then God 
spoke to Jacob. He said, “Jacob, arise, go up 
to Beth-el, and dwell there; and make there 
an altar unto God, that appeared unto thee 
when thou fleddest from the face of Esau 
thy brother.” 

Oh, the gentleness of it all. 

God brings the vow to Jacob’s remem- 
brance. “Remember the day you saw the lad- 
der and beheld the angels, and I stood there 
and spoke to you, and you promised? I have 
kept my word, Jacob. You have gone out into 
the world, your daughter has been defiled, 
and your sons have killed the heathen and 
spoiled their city. Jacob, go up to Beth-el, 
dwell there”; and then the command, “Build 
an altar unto God; not out in the world, 
Jacob, not at Shalem, where you did build 
one. No; build it at Beth-el, where I com- 
manded you to build it, and where you prom- 
ised to build it.” 

And bless God, Jacob arose and went. God 
has many ways of bringing our vows to re- 
membrance. He uses failure to bring our 
vows to remembrance. Some of us get pretty 
strong in our own conceit ; some of us feel we 
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can do all things in our own strength. There 
are more of us who know how to be abased 
than how to abound. God cannot give pros- 
perity to a good many people. They do not 
seem to know how to handle it, so He has to 
talk to them through failure. In the eighth 
chapter of Deuteronomy we read: “He hum- 
bled thee, suffered thee to hunger, and fed 
thee with manna.” The people did not like 
manna. It was the same as being fed bean 
soup three hundred sixty-five days in the 
year. And God said, “I humbled thee, I 
caused thee to hunger, I fed thee on manna 
to do thee good, that thy latter end might 
be better than the beginning.” 

God sometimes uses trouble and failure as 
means to bring us to the place where we re- 
alize that in our own strength we are help- 
less. God brings us low at times in order that 
we may come back to Him and pay our vows. 
If you are in that place today; if God has 
touched your business; if God has touched 
your home; if God has touched your health; 
oh, come back to Him today; look up into 
His face and learn more of Him and go and 
pay your vows, and be in the place He would 
have you be. 

I have long since learned that God often 
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uses sickness to bring vows to remembrance. 
Literally hundreds of people have come to 
me and said: “Brother, I would never be 
where I am today, spiritually, had not God 
touched my body and made me dependent 
on Him.” 

While stopping at a hotel in Atlantic City, 
I met a Christian physician from the city of 
Baltimore. Some two years before, he had 
suffered a nervous breakdown which had 
compelled him to give up his work for a per- 
iod of several months. He had just begun to 
practice again and yet he said to me: “I thank 
God today that He brought me low. I love 
Jesus Christ more today than I ever loved 
Him before, for I realize today as never be- 
fore my utter dependence on Him.” 

And he said something else I shall never 
forget.. You know, he-said, “I am _a dif- 
ferent man since I have been laid low my- 
self. I never had known what it meant to 
be waited on; I never had known what it 
meant to be ill. Things like that had never 
entered into my life. I can go out now, and 
not only serve, but serve in love and sym- 
pathy. I pray God every morning that He 
will privilege me to serve somebody who 
cannot in return serve or pay me, and some- 
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body who would not if he could.” That is 
Christianity; that is paying the vow. 

And God brings our vows to remembrance 
by conscience. Conscience asks, “Have you 
paid your vow?” 

The most beautiful part of this whole story 

of Jacob is the fact that he arose and went 
back to Beth-el and paid the vow. 

He knew what God wanted of him, and 
you know what God wants of you. He said 
to Jacob, “Put away the strange gods that 
are among you; put away the earrings.” And 
that is what God is saying to us today. The 
earrings are typical of the trinkets of the 
world. “Put them away, cleanse yourselves; 
change your garments; go up to Beth-el, and 
dwell there.” 

I am sure there were conflicting emotions 
in Jacob’s heart that day. There were sorrow 
andremorse. He saw before him his daughter 
Dinah, who had fallen. He saw Hamor and 
Shechem and the looted city. He saw before 
him those twenty-eight years. And he was 
remorseful as he said, “O God, it was twenty- 
eight years before I would yield.” 

And on the other hand there was a feeling 
of joy, joy that he had yielded. 

My brother, my sister, have you that joy? 
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You made the vow years ago. Have you 
come to the place where you are willing to 
say unreservedly, “I yield all to Jesus Christ. 
I am going back now to pay my vow”? 

If you feel that way, you have a joy in 
your heart that overshadows any remorse. 

Sacred scenes do not stay with us long. 
We have all had our Beth-els. Nobody could 
have made us believe at the time of vowing 
that we would not walk consistently with 
our God and His Christ, but we have strayed 
away. The sacred scenes, the mountain-top 
experiences, the Beth-els of life, pass away. 
But blessed be God, He is the same yester- 
day, today, and forever, and His forbearance 
with us daily is marvelous. The thing that 
makes me marvel the most is the patience of 
God with His children. Peter said: “The 
Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as 
some men count slackness; but is longsuffer- 
ing to us-ward, not willing that any should 
perish, but that all should come to repent- 
ance.” 

God is not slack; God is merciful; God is 
loving; God is patient. He brings our vows 
to remembrance and because He loves us He 
calls us back to Him. 

And remember this: Jacob did not go to 
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Beth-el alone. And my brother, my sister, if 
in sincerity you arise and walk to that 
place where you met your God, if you go 
back to that experience when He spoke to 
your heart, you will not go alone. 

The people put away their false gods; set 
aside all the trinkets of the world; cleansed 
themselves, and went up to Beth-el because 
Jacob led the way. 

Oh, my brother, my sister, are you leading 
the way today for your family to get back to 
God? Are you leading the way for that girl, 
that boy, to come back? 

You come back. Come back now. 

Come back that you may bring the family 
with you, that you may bring friends with 
you, yea, that even enemies may follow you 
into the kingdom of Jesus Christ. 

“Ts it getting night?” said an old Scotch 
woman, ninety-seven years of age. ‘“Hus- 
band, is it getting night?” 

And her aged husband by her side, real- 
izing that she was dying, bent down close to 
her and said, “Yes, Jeannette, it is getting 
night.” 

She was wandering a bit and was back in 
the olden days with her loved ones, but he 
knew that the end was near. She was silent 
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a moment and then asked, “Are the boys all 
iipes 

“Yes,” he said, “the boys are all in, Jean- 
nette.” (The last one had gone home three 
years before.) 

She was silent a moment more and then 
said: “I will soon be in.” 

“Yes, Jeannette, you will soon be in.” 

“And you will soon come too?” she asked. 

“Yes,” he said; “by the grace of God I will 
soon come too.” 

She reached out her thin hands in order to 
clasp them around his neck, and draw him 
by her side as she said, “And He will then 
shut us all in.” 

SAG in? 

Can you say it? Are the boys all in, are 
the girls all in? Is your husband in, is your 
wife in? Oh, my brother, my sister, I call 
you to Jesus. Come back to Him. “Go up to 
Beth-el, and dwell there,” in the presence of 
God. Lead the way for the whole family. 
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How Much Bo You Owe God? 


TEXT 


LUKE XVI, 5 


“How much owest thou unto my Lord 2?” 


HERE are two subjects any preacher 

| can talk upon and be unpopular; one 

is money, and the other is work. And 

yet, Jesus Christ devoted about sixty per cent 

of His teaching to the subject of money and 

its equivalent and about twenty per cent to 

work—in the neighborhood of eighty per 
cent of His teaching to money and work. 

If we had Jesus’ conception of work, and 
Jesus’ conception of the use of the material 
things of this world, the grosser sins of life 
we spend so much time talking about would 
have no part in our lives, and we would not 
have to preach about them so much. Put the 
emphasis where Jesus Christ put the empha- 
sis. That is what is needed today in the 
Christian church. 

There is great neglect of duty today in 
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the Christian church of all denominations in 
so far as work (individual effort) and the 
giving of money are concerned. Through our 
man-made systems of money raising, we have 
literally made Jesus Christ a beggar in His 
own house. We have gotten so far away from 
the Gospel plan of financing the work of God 
that we have in a most real sense made 
Christ a beggar among His own people. 

I do not believe that this great neglect of 
duty is because of a lack of funds—I do not 
believe that for a moment. God owns all the 
funds, and it is not because of poverty that 
we have this great neglect of duty in the 
Christian church. I amalso charitable enough 
to believe it is not because of lack of willing- 
ness. There are many good Christian people 
today who are willing to do anything they 
are convinced the Lord would have them do. 

No; this great neglect of duty is not be- 
cause of a lack of funds, or because of unwill- 
ingness; it is because of the lack of knowl- 
edge and system. 

I have never heard a sermon preached that 
clearly set forth the Christian standard of 
giving. 

“Why,” you say, “where have you been? 
Everybody is preaching about giving.” 
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Yes, I have heard sermons about giving, 
but never one that clearly set forth the Chris- 
tian standard of giving. 

I believe the first thing we need is knowl- 
edge; we want to know the thing God would 
have us do. Then we need a system whereby 
we can apply the knowledge as God would 
have us apply it. With these, I think, we are 
going to get somewhere. 

Recently this question, “How much owest 
thou unto my Lord?” arrested my attention, 
and caused me to ponder it as I never had be- 
fore. 

It was a heart-searching time. I began to 
think: “How much owest thou unto my 
Lord?” I began to ask myself, “Lord, how 
much do I owe thee?” 

Immediately, there loomed before me the 
great privileges I enjoy in Christ Jesus. 
When I began to think of my debt to God, I 
thought of the gift of life itself. God gave me 
life. If it were not for God, I could. not be 
here. If God wills, I breathe today, and if 
God says the end has come, I cease to breathe. 
Everything that I have—life, sight, hearing, 
feet, hands, mind; everything—belongs to 
God. He loaned them to me. He did not give 
them to me; only loaned them to me. Every- 
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thing that I have, every privilege, every ad- 
vantage, every opportunity, the privilege of 
service, all are loaned to me by my Lord. 

Webster says a privilege is a right or an 
immunity granted as a peculiar advantage or 
favor. A right or an immunity; that last is a 
fine word; an immunity granted as a peculiar 
advantage or favor. And I had no sooner read 
those words than this Scripture came to me, 
“For God so loved the world that He gave 
His only begotten Son, that whosoever be- 
lieveth in Him should not perish but have 
everlasting life.” 

What an advantage our salvation in Christ 
Jesus is—what an immunity it is—what a 
favor it is that God has granted to us. I lifted 
my eyes heavenward in my own home, and 
said, “I thank thee, Lord, for the greatest of 
all privileges, the privilege of a Christian life, 
the privilege of Christ in my heart, the priv- 
ilege of personal salvation.” 

We talk about life coming from God. We 
did not know what life was until we took 
Jesus into our hearts and were re-born, and 
let Him live in and through us. 

You never in your life thought of a priv- 
ilege but you were compelled to think of the 
responsibility that went with it. Every priv- 
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ilege carries a corresponding responsibility ; 
the greater the privilege the greater the re- 
sponsibility. If God has blessed you with a 
well body, with a good mind, with worldly 
goods, with the better things of this life, re- 
member that from him to whom much is 
given, much is required, and your responsi- 
bilities are greater than the responsibilities of 
those whom God has not seen fit to bless with 
these privileges and advantages. 

We sometimes look with just a little envy 
at folks who can do things we cannot do. 
But let us remember their responsibilities 
are much greater than ours are. In Romans, 
fourteenth chapter, we are told that every 
man must give an account of himself to God. 

Why is it? It is because life itself, every- 
thing God has endowed us with, is not a gift, 
but a loan; we are His stewards, and He is 
going to hold us responsible for everything 
He has entrusted to us. The time is coming 
when we must appear before the judgment 
seat of Christ (II Corinthians v, 10), and 
give account of the deeds done in the body. 
We must give an account to God. I turn to 
I Corinthians iv, 2: “It is required in stew- 
ards that a man be found faithful,” and I 
realize that all life is a stewardship. 


| 160 | 


Yes, I believe that Christianity itself is a 
stewardship. You cannot name one good 
thing in this world but I can prove to you 
from the Scriptures that it belongs to God. 
There has never been a thing ‘God ever 
gave to men that He told them they could 
have and keep throughout eternity except 
salvation; that He gave at the cost of His 
own dear Son, and that, man can keep. God 
never gave man a quit-claim deed to any- 
thing. He said, “Here it is, use it, follow my 
instructions, make the best of it, and then, 
when you give account of the stewardship, I 
will render unto you according as your stew- 
ardship has been, and that will be yours.” 
Some people are going to be mighty poor. 

You say “How about the land?” The land 
belongs to God. In the twenty-fifth chapter 
of Leviticus, we find God telling His people 
they shall not sell the land forever, not sell 
it into perpetuity. He said: “The land shall 
not be sold forever, for the land is mine; for 
ye are strangers and sojourners with me.” 
He said for His people to use it, but He gave 
rules for using it. He said to till the land and 
it would bring forth abundantly, but in the 
seventh year it should rest. 

You remember how for thirty-six years 
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they did just that, and the remarkable pros- 
perity that resulted. Then some modern 
thinkers came along and persuaded the peo- 
ple that the land was just as good in the sev- 
enth year as any year. And they were foolish 
enough to follow the suggestion to cultivate 
it the seventh year. 

They kept that up for four hundred ninety 
years, and I imagine by that time, they were 
laughing at the old folks who believed the 
Word of God, for some of them did believe it. 

But God owns the land, and after four hun- 
dred ninety years He took it away from the 
people and put them in captivity and kept 
them there for seventy years. And seven 
times seventy are four hundred ninety. You 
can not rob God and escape the penalty. In 
the long run no man ever has, and no man 
ever will. God owns the land. 

And God owns men. In Ezekiel xviii, 4, we 
read, “All souls are mine; as the soul of the 
father, so also the soul of the son is mine.” 

What is God saying? “That boy does not 
belong to you; he belongs to me; I loaned 
him to you. What are you doing with him?” 

“All souls are mine; as the soul of the 
father, so also the soul of the son is mine.” 

All the people in the universe, Christian 
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or non-Christian, Jew or Gentile, belong to 
Almighty God, and He is calling to them to 
be washed in the blood of the Lamb and be 
saved through all eternity. They belong to 
God. 

It is the same with money. He says, “The 
silver is mine and the gold is mine” (Haggai 
8): 

“The cattle on a thousand hills” are His 
(Psalm L, 10). 

In the twenty-fourth Psalm and the first 
verse we read, ‘““The earth is the Lord’s, and 
the fullness thereof; the world, and they that 
dwell therein.” 

They are God’s. Everything is God’s. And 
God calls upon us to give an account of our 
stewardship. Never once has God given any- 
thing outright to any man. 

Jesus, in setting forth our true relationship 
to God, said: “There was a certain rich man 
which had a steward... And he called him 
and said unto him... ‘Give an account of thy 
stewardship’.” 

In one place He tells of the unjust steward 
and the punishment of the unjust steward; 
in another place it is the selfish steward, and 
He pronounces judgment on the selfish stew- 
ard; and in another place He speaks of the 
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just and faithful steward, and says He will 
make him a ruler over many things. 

How have you used the life, the money, 
the opportunities, and the prosperity, God 
has given to you? 

We have in I Corinthians xvi, 1-2, the 
Christian rule of giving. We are told who 
shall give, when they shall give, how they 
shall give, and why they shall give. And in 
the third verse we are told that when we 
have given, our responsibility does not cease, 
but that we should see to it that the thing 
we have given it for, is benefited by the gift. 
You may say to somebody: “I gave a hun- 
dred dollars; I do not care what they do 
with it.”’ But God is not going to let you off 
that way. 

A worker went to a man prominent in 
civic and political life and presented the 
needs of a Christian work, got him to give 
five hundred dollars, and then used the 
money for his own ends. It was reported to 
the giver and his answer was, “If he wants 
to take that five hundred dollars and go to 
hell, let him go.” 

That is not right. You would not run your 
business that way. What would you think 
of a man who would draw a check and throw 
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it out on the street corner, and say: “If the 
person gets it to whom it should go, all right; 
if he does not, I can not help it”? 

You must attend to God’s business as you 
attend to your own. It is your business under 
God to see that the thing you give to is the 
thing that is benefited by the gift. God holds 
you responsible. 

We are told who is to give. “Now con- 
cerning the collection for the saints, as I 
have given order to the churches of Galatia, 
even so do ye. Upon the first day of the 
week, let every one of you—” 

mhatiseplain, isnt itr Let every one of 
you—not some of you; every one of you. 

You may say that is not fair. Some men 
are rich and some are poor. 

The Lord evidently thought more of the 
widow’s mite because it was her all than He 
thought of the great gifts made out of the 
abundance of others. He commended her for 
the gift, while those of others went unmen- 
tioned. Regardless of circumstances, every 
one should give. If you have no money to 
give, you should give unto the Lord of that 
which you have, and it should be unto the 
ford. 

There are a lot of good people who would 
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rather pray than give, and a lot would rather 
sing than give. If every one gave as God has 
told us to give, we would have to hold prayer 
meetings to find out what to do with the 
money. But instead of that, the work of our 
God is pauperized throughout the land. 

We are always wanting to give what we 
haven’t got. People love you, pray for you, 
think you are doing a great work, pat you 
on the back, smile at you, and say, “Oh, if 
I were rich, what I would not do for you! 
I wish I had a thousand dollars to give you.” 

Yes; but what are you doing with the 
dollar you have in your pocket? 

That is the reason you have not the thou- 
sand to give. 

God knows what you have better than you 
know. A good many people have no more 
than they have because God could not trust 
them with more, and He thinks more of their 
souls than of their material prosperity. If 
God could trust us with what we have, He 
would trust us with much more. He did not 
call us to give what we have not, or what 
somebody else has. A lot of people try to 
meet their obligations by having sales or 
socials or bazaars, by taking somebody else’s 
dollars and giving them to the Lord. 
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God deals with individuals; each of us is to 
give according as the Lord has prospered us. 
We are to do the giving; somebody else is 
not to do it for us. 

We can always find excuses for not giving. 

There was a farmer to whom people went 
to ask him to help build the church. He said 
he believed in it and was praying for it. “I 
am fattening a calf,’ he said, “and when I 
sell it, 1am going to give to the church.” 

They went ahead and built the church, 
and soon it needed furnishings. They went 
again to the farmer, but he had the same 
excuse; when the calf got fat and he sold it 
he would give towards the furnishings of the 
church. 

Later they went to him for the preacher’s 
salary. He had the same excuse. 

The next Sunday morning on nearing the 
church, he heard the congregation singing, 
thestaliitas Never Yet-Been Told.” He 
thought they were singing, “The calf has 
never yet been sold.” 

That farmer changed his ways. 

A lot of people have never sold the calf. 
Remember, God does not want what we 
have not, but He does want each and every 
one of us to do our part. 
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And when does He want us to do it? On 
the first day of the week. Have a little sys- 
tem about it. All the way through the Bible, 
in the Old Testament and the New, we are 
told God is to have the first fruits. In a former 
pastorate of mine a member subscribed a dol- 
lar a week to the current expense budget. It 
came along toward the end of the year and 
he had made only a couple of payments. He 
was sent a statement and then he stayed 
away from church. I called on him one night 
and asked him why he did not come. 

His excuse was, “It is too far.” 

“But you used to come.” 

He said, “You know that little pledge I 
made; I never should have made it.” 

“Was it too much, too big in proportion 
to what you earn?” 

“You might not think so, but I never 
should have made it. I will tell you. I come 
home and pay the rent, give some money to 
the wife, lay aside my spending money, and 
when I get all through, I do not have that 
much left to give to the Lord.” 

He did not have any left to give to the 
Lord! The chances are he never will have. He 
has all and more than God can trust him with. 
God says the first fruits are to be His. 
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Jesus Christ said, “Seek ye first the king- 
dom of God and His righteousness and all 
these things shall be added unto you.” 

The Psalmist said, “I have been young 
and now am old; yet have I not seen the 
righteous forsaken, nor his seed begging 
bread.” 

And you never did, either: You never in 
your life saw the righteous forsaken, or a 
true Christian begging. When we seek first, 
not last, the kingdom of God and His right- 
eousness, the needful things of life are added 
unto us. The blessed God does send us that 
which we need. 

How are we to give? As the Lord hath 
prospered us. Oh, what equality there is in 
that. Did you make ten thousand dollars last 
year? Then do not say to the man who made 
two thousand, “If you give a hundred, I will.” 
What have you to do with what anybody else 
gives? 

“As the Lord hath prospered you.” Take 
it out first. If you had a thousand dollars 
last year, and you gave as the Lord pros- 
pered you, and some other man had a hun- 
dred thousand and gave only a thousand to 
the Lord’s work, you gave more than he did 
in the sight of God. As the Lord hath pros- 
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pered you—that is the way you are to give. 

And why are you to do it that way? “That 
there may be no gatherings when I come.” 
The early disciples realized that they could 
not spend their time serving tables (Acts vi, 
2-4). It is not the work of the Christian min- 
istry. It is good work, but others eee do it. 

“No gatherings when I come.’ 

That is the way the church raises ance of 
its money ; the members have an annual gath- 
ering. I do not like them. I have been where 
they had them, but I was not responsible for 
them. The people who pray should be the 
people who give, and the Scriptural way is to 
do both often, and thus avoid the gatherings. 

We are the ones to do the giving. God is 
depending on every one of us as individuals. 

I do not like gatherings. One on a man’s 
eye may cause him to be blind while it lasts, 
and possibly affect the sight permanently. 

Gatherings in the church are the cause of 
much spiritual blindness. A church never held 
an ice cream freeze-out without dimming the 
spiritual vision of some of its people. If you 
give your time and attention—and you have 
just so much to give—to this gathering bus- 
iness in the church, you will lose out spirit- 
ually. God save us from gatherings. 
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I have been walking with Jesus Christ for 
ten years and to my knowledge I never took 
a dollar of any man’s money that came out 
of a gathering. They never raised my salary 
that way. Back in my first church there was 
a woman member who was possessed with 
the gathering idea. She could think of more 
plans to get money out of other people than 
anybody I ever knew. 

One morning I was in the pulpit and she 
sent an usher up to tell me she wanted to 
see me. | left the pulpit to see her and she 
said: “We are going to have a rubber social 
and I want you to make this announcement.” 
She had it all written out. 

“What is a rubber social ?” 

“It is just like this: We invite people to 
come, and everybody who comes has to bring 
some old rubber—an old rubber tire, a boot, 
anything. That’s their admittance. We pile 
it all up on the platform and have a musical 
program; then the junk dealer comes in and 
buys the stuff, and we put the proceeds into 
our treasury.” 

I said: “I left a perfectly good business to 
become a preacher, and it was not the junk 
business either, and I do not intend to turn 
this church into a junk shop.” 
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I never received my salary that way and I 
never expect to. - 

Let me ask you: What is the standard of 
Christian giving? If I should ask you if it 
is ten per cent, the majority of you would say 
yes. But it is not. You borrowed that from the 
old dispensation. You got that from the 
Jews, and when you got it you only got part 
of it. Whoever took it did not have courage 
enough to take it all. They thought it would 
be a pretty good start in this day of grace 
to take a little, so they took just ten per cent. 

The Jew gave much more than ten per 
cent. First of all, he gave yearly ten per cent 
of the fruit of his fields and his flocks and 
his herds and of all he earned to the support 
of the Levite (Leviticus xxvii, 30-33). 

And the Levite in turn gave to the Lord 
for the support of the high priest ten per 
cent of what had been given him. 

We also learn that each year the Jew gave 
ten per cent of all he earned to the support 
of the yearly religious festivals (Deuterono- 
my xiv, 22). That made two tenths the Jew 
gave every year. 

And every third year he was commanded 
under the law to give one tenth, in addition 
to the two tenths, for the support of the 
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Levite and the stranger in the land, and the 
poor. You find that in Deuteronomy xiv, 
28-29. 

The Jew gave two tenths every year and 
three tenths in the third year, and in addi- 
tion to that, he gave upwards of fifty per 
cent of all his time. 

You say, “A man could not make a living 
and do that.” 

Many in our day would like to make as 
good a living as some of those Jews made. 
Yet they gave two tenths every year and 
three tenths every third year, and upwards 
of fifty per cent of their time to the service 
of God. 

Josephus, the Jewish historian, says in his 
Antiquities that every year the Jew gave 
one tenth to the Levite, an additional tenth 
to the religious services at Jerusalem, and, 
every third year, a tenth to the poor and the 
stranger in the land, and about half his time 
to the service of the Lord. 

Tobat, who wrote about the year 400 B. C., 
says practically the same thing in about the 
same language. Jerome, who wrote about 400 
A. D., gives us the same information. 

In the day and age in which we live, our 
gifts should be measured according as the 
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Lord hath prospered us. In the Old Testa- 
ment the gift to God was based on God’s 
ownership of all things. In the New Testa- 
ment the gift to God is based on Jesus 
Christ’s ownership of all things. In the Old 
Testament they gave because it was the law. 
In the New Testament we give because it is 
love. In the Old Testament it was do and 
live, and in the New Testament it is live and 
do—but God pity us, we forget the do. We 
are all willing to live, but not willing to do. 
Weare not so strong on the love as the Jew 
was on the law. 

If you preach a sermon today on any- 
thing that has to do with service or duty, 
people say, “We live under grace.” 

What is grace doing for you? God is not 
changing the standard. He simply said to 
the Jew, “You do and you will live,” and He 
says to us, “Here is the life. Now go and 
do.” “Be ye steadfast, unmoveable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord, for as 
much as ye know that your labor is not in 
vain in the Lord.” 

In all honesty and fairness, do you think 
our gifts to God today, under grace, with 
the love of Christ in our hearts, should be 
less than those of the Jew who lived under 
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law? Do you honestly think so? 

In view of what the Scripture teaches: 
“How much owest thou unto my Lord?” 

The year following a certain man’s con- 
version I went to him and talked Christian 
stewardship. At first he could not see it. He 
talked it over with his wife. They said they 
would pray about it. After a while they told 
me they were going to tithe their income. 
The Lord began to bless that man, and he be- 
came the largest giver in the church. 

One night he stood up in prayer service, 
tears in his eyes, and a smile of joy on his 
face, and said, “I do not say it to boast, but 
the preacher got me to give ten per cent of 
my income to the Lord. Last year we gave 
twenty-five per cent, and it was the greatest 
year of my life. And I began to think if I 
give twenty-five per cent away every year, 
from now on, and the Lord gives me a good 
long life, threescore years and ten, I cannot 
do any more than break even with Him on 
the ten per cent basis.” That man started late 
in life. 

But let me ask you: From the time you 
stepped into the kingdom and became a par- 
taker of the unsearchable riches of Jesus 
Christ, from that time until now, if God 
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should take you home today, would you have 
done sufficient to break even with Him? 
Have you been a faithful steward? 

“Tt is required in stewards that a man be 
found faithful” (I Corinthians iv, 2). Jesus 
went farther than that. In Matthew xxiii, 
23, He said to the scribes and Pharisees, “Ye 
pay tithe of mint and anise and cummin, and 
have omitted the weightier matters of the 
law—judgment, mercy, and faith. These 
ought ye to have done, and not to leave the 
other undone.” 

Jesus said He came to fulfill the law; not 
to destroy it. Blessed be God, tithing was not 
instituted under the law, but under grace. 
Back in the garden of Eden, God set apart 
a certain portion of the garden and said to 
leave it alone; that it belonged to Him. Man 
disobeyed, became an embezzler and robbed 
God of that which belonged to him, and man 
has been cursed ever since and nothing but 
the blood of Jesus Christ can make him clean 
and set him free. 

Abraham paid tithes unto Melchisedec. 
Tithing was not instituted under the law, but 
if it were under the law, Jesus came to fulfill 
the law. “These ought ye to have done, and 
not to leave the other undone.” Give to the 
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Lord on the first day of the week, every one 
of you, according as He has prospered you. 
“How much owest thou unto my Lord?” 

You must face Him some day and give an 
account of the deeds done in the body. But I 
want to ask you: Has your love been such 
that you have given Him the first and best 
you have? Have you given Him more than 
the Jew who did not have the Gospel? Have 
you lived up to your privileges in Jesus 
Christ? 

I often think of the story of the man who 
made the smallest watch ever known, for 
George the Third. It weighed only one hun- 
dred twenty grains. 

The fly wheel and the pinion weighed only 
one-seventeenth of a grain. King George was 
so pleased with it that he gave him five hun- 
dred guineas. The Emperor of Russia wanted 
one like it and told the maker he would pay 
any price for it, but he wrote back and said, 
“No, thank you. I do not want any other 
monarch to have a watch like the one I have 
made for my king.” 

Let us make our gifts to Jesus Christ 
unique. Let us give Him the best. Gifts in love, 
gifts in service, gifts in talent, gifts in money 
—make them such as we render to no other. 
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Life's Labor Dost 


TEXT 
JEREMIAH I, 13 


“For my people have committed two evils; they have 
forsaken me, the fountain of living waters, and 
hewed them out cisterns, broken cisterns, that can 
hold no water.” 


his day and saw it as a great stadium. 
Again he looked out upon it and saw it 
as a race course. 

I look out upon this world in which we 
live and it reminds me among other things 
of a great workshop; those of us who inhabit 
it, the laborers in the various departments. 
Some of the laborers are skilled and efficient, 
and labor with great and lasting profit to 
themselves. Some are unskilled and ineff- 
cient, and their labor for the larger part is 
useless, and in the end has been in vain; they 
have been unprofitable laborers. 

It is surprising to note how much God has 
to say in His Word about labor that is in vain 
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S T. PAUL looked out upon the world of 


and worship that is in vain. He speaks often 
of the labor of man that is in vain. There 
is an astonishing number of Old Testa- 
ment references to labor in vain, sowing 
in vain, strength put forth in vain—things 
that men do, and most of them professedly 
in the name of God, that count for nothing. 

We have a wonderful illustration in the 
twenty-sixth chapter of the book of Leviti- 
cus. God is speaking to the people whom 
He has delivered from bondage, the people 
whom He has brought through the wilder- 
ness, the people whom He placed safely in 
the promised land; He is speaking to them 
of the conditions upon which they must 
dwell in that land. He puts two ways be- 
fore them; puts before them, as He always 
does, the way of life and the way of death; 
the way that will profit for time and eternity, 
and the way that in the end will bring failure 
in this life and in the life to come. He says 
that if they will abide with Him, obey His 
commandments, and hearken unto His pur- 
pose, He will give them His presence; He 
will give them His peace; their ground will 
bring forth abundantly, and everything they 
put their hands to will prosper. 

Recall in that connection that the rewards 
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and the blessings in the Old Testament, 
where God is dealing with ancient Israel, 
have fundamentally to do with the material 
and the temporal, while in the New Testa- 
ment, where God is dealing with spiritual 
Israel, or His church, the blessings and the 
rewards are for the larger part spiritual; not 
temporal, but eternal. 

In this same twenty-sixth chapter of Levit- 
icus He says also: “If ye will not hearken unto 
me, and will not do all these commandments; 
and if ye shall despise my statutes, or if your 
soul abhor my judgments, so that ye will 
not do all my commandments, but that ye 
break my covenant, I also will do this unto 
you: I will even appoint over you terror, 
consumption, and the burning ague, that 
shall consume the eyes, and cause sorrow of 
heart; and ye shall sow your seed in vain, 
for your enemies shall eat it. And I will set 
my face against you, and ye shall be slain 
before your enemies; they that hate you shall 
reign over you: and ye shall flee when none 
pursueth you.” 

In principle, God deals with us in the same 
way today. 

There is another striking illustration in 
the Old Testament. In the one hundred 
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twenty-seventh Psalm, first verse, we read, 
“Except the Lord build the house, they labor 
in vain that build it.” 

Except the Lord build the house—not Sol- 
omon, not the priests, not the prophets, not 
the pastors, not the people—‘Except the 
Lord build the house, they labor in vain that 
build it.’ History proves to us that many 
of the people of that day labored in vain. 
They worked and built the temple. They 
built it in the name of their God. They were 
most orthodox so far as outward appearance 
went and ecclesiasticism was concerned, yet 
they labored in vain. 

There are a good many people at the pres- 
ent time who call themselves Christians, join 
some church, and tell us they are laboring for 
the Lord, who labor in vain. 

Solomon’s temple is a type of God’s dwell- 
ing place in the world today. In Ephesians ii, 
19-22, we find St. Paul writing to the mem- 
bers of the Christian church: “Now, there- 
fore, ye are no more strangers and foreigners, 
but fellow citizens with the saints, and of the 
household of God; and are built upon the 
foundation of the apostles and prophets, 
Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner- 
stone; in whom all the building fitly framed 
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together groweth unto an holy temple in the 
Lord, in whom ye also are builded together 
for an habitation of God through the Spirit.” 

That is God’s temple in the world today, 
and except the Lord build that temple they 
labor in vain that build it. You can preach 
great sermons, you can sing great hymns, 
you can commit great Scriptures to mem- 
ory, you can form great organizations, you 
can build great congregations, but unless the 
Spirit of the living God permeates your very 
life, you build in vain. There is never a saint 
revived, never a sinner saved, except by the 
power of the Holy Ghost. God must do the 
work. We are but the instruments in His 
hand. 

And God has much to say about vain wor- 
ship, worship that is futile, void of any real 
value or importance. Jesus said: “This peo- 
ple draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, 
and honoureth me with their lips; but their 
heart is far from me. But in vain they do 
worship me, teaching for doctrines the com- 
mandments of men.” 

Stop and consider—is there any vain wor- 
ship going on today? “In vain they do wor- 
ship me,” said Jesus, “teaching for doctrines 
the commandments of men”’—not the com- 
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mandments of God; the commandments of 
men. When God and His commandments 
are forsaken, worship is in vain. 

In I Corinthians ii, 4, we have the testi- 
mony of Paul: “My speech and my preach- 
ing was not with enticing words of man’s 
wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit 
and of power.” “Your faith should not stand 
in the wisdom of men,” said the great apos- 
tle, “but in the power of God.” That is 
where our faith should stand; not “in the 
wisdom of men,” but “in the power of God.” 

In the first chapter of Isaiah, the twelfth 
verse, the Lord, speaking by the mouth of 
the great prophet, says: “When ye come to 
appear before me, who hath required this at 
your hand, to tread my courts?’ Some people 
seem to think all they have to do to be Chris- 
tians is just to attend church on Sunday. 
“Bring no more vain oblations. Incense is 
an abomination unto me; the new moons 
and sabbaths, the calling of assemblies, I 
cannot away with; it is iniquity, even the 
solemn meeting,’ says God. They were all 
acts of worship—incense, new moons, sacri- 
fices, formalities, organized ecclesiasticism. 
But the divine verdict is “Take it away, I 
cannot endure it.” 
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Why? Was it just because of the form God 
could not endure it? No, it was because there 
was no heart life, no love back of it. It was 
just a form, void of everything real; void of 
the power of the Holy Ghost. Christianity 
is not mere subscription to a creed; Christi- 
anity, thank God, is not lip service. 

Christianity is a life lived in the power of 
the Holy Ghost. Pure religion and undefiled 
before God and the Father is still this, to 
visit the fatherless and widows in their af- 
fliction and keep one’s self unspotted from 
the world. That is Christianity. 

Our text is a wonderful illustration of 
folks who labor in vain, folks who come to 
the end of life and find their labor has been 
lost. It says, “For my people—” 

“Oh? you say, “that “1étsame ouc-weaa 
not even profess to be a Christian.” 

No, it does not. Every man and every 
woman, every boy and every girl, in this 
old world, belong to God; we are all God’s 
people. I am not speaking now of the new 
birth, not speaking spiritually; I am speak- 
ing of our relation to God the Creator. We 
are the creatures and God is the Creator. All 
the life you have, God imparted to you, God 
loaned it to you. God owns you and you are 
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God’s man, you are God’s woman, naturally 
speaking. 

If God wills, you breathe; and if God does 
not will, you die; when the death angel 
knocks at the door of your soul, all the sci- 
ence in the world cannot keep him out. All 
the money you have amassed cannot give 
you five minutes more to live. When God 
says the end has come, you die and your day 
of grace is ushered out. 

The fact that you are not a Christian 
does not alter the case. Naturally speaking, as 
the creative work of the Creator, you be- 
long to God. 

Let me ask you something. Where did 
you get your eyes? Be honest—what would 
you take for them? I would I could bring 
you to the place where Jesus would have 
you, right down on that simple plane of 
childlike faith: “Except ye be converted 
and become as little children, ye shall not 
enter into the kingdom of heaven” (Mat- 
thew xviii, 3). What would you take for 
your hands? God gave them to you. What 
would you take for your feet? They have 
served you pretty well, haven’t they? God 
gave them to you. You are His creation. He 
made you in His image and likeness. Sin en- 
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tered in and alienated you, the creature, from 
God, the Creator. But still you belong to 
Him and He loves you, and is calling you 
back to Him. 

“My people,” says God, “my people—’ 
every man, every woman—‘have committed 
two evils.” 

Two evils! What are they? 

“They have forsaken me, the fountain of 
living waters.” That is the first evil. 

Desertion is the sin of universal mankind. 

God never ran away from any man, but 
man runs away from God. Man hates to be 
where God is because sin has come in and 
polluted man’s life. That was the first sin 
of mankind, desertion, way back there in the 
garden. It is told in the third chapter of 
Genesis, something like this: Our first pa- 
rents disobeyed God. They believed the dev- 
il’s lie and they fell. As a result, they were 
ashamed and afraid, and hid themselves from 
the presence of the Lord God among the 
trees in the garden. But He walked through 
the garden in the cool of the day and cried, 
“Where art thou?” 

And the man said: “I heard thy voice in 
the garden, and I was afraid, because I was 
naked; and I hid myself.” 
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My brother, you have felt that way, haven’t 
you? You have wandered away in sin and 
iniquity; deliberately gone away from God; 
and as a result you have been ashamed to 
stand in His presence because your sin has 
stripped you of the robes of righteousness. 
Naked, as it were, you were afraid to stand 
in the presence of a holy God. 

Desertion was the first sin of man; it was 
the sin of Israel. Have you ever read this: 
“Ah sinful nation, a people laden with iniqui- 
ty, a seed of evildoers, children that are cor- 
rupters; they have forsaken the Lord, they 
have provoked the Holy One of Israel unto 
anger; they are gone away backward”? (Isa- 
iah i, 4.) 

Israel deserted Him, forsook Him; and all 
the trouble, all the shame, and all the loss 
that ever came upon them came because they 
had deserted and forsaken their God. 

That was the sin of the prodigal. He took 
everything his father gave him—the lot that 
fell to him—‘“and took his journey into a far 
country,” just as far away from his father 
as he could go. There are men and women 
who all their lives have taken everything 
God has given them and with it have gone 
“into a far country.” It is the sin of every 
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man who ever lived apart from Jesus Christ. 

Paul says, “Demas hath forsaken me, hav- 
ing loved this present world.” That is the 
way with the great majority; they love the 
world better than God, and they overlook 
the fact that “no man can serve two masters, 
for either he will hate the one and love the 
other; or else he will hold to the one and 
despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and 
mammon.” 

There are just two masters, God and mam- 
mon, and the time comes when the man or 
woman who forsakes God and chooses mam- 
mon, or tries to serve both at the same time, 
thinks more of mammon than of virtue, 
righteousness and character in Jesus Christ. 

Try as you will you cannot serve two mas- 
ters, and yet that is the folly of many today; 
they have attempted the impossible and their 
great sin is desertion. But, thank God, wan- 
der away as we will, He never forsakes us. 
He loves us and is continually calling us back 
to Him. Jesus said, “I will not leave you 
comfortless; I will come to you.” What 
else? “Where two or three are gathered to- 
gether in my name, there am I in the midst 
of them.” 

Have you deserted Him? Were you in your 
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pew this morning? Did you meet Him there? 
He keeps His promise; He never fails; He 
never goes back on His Word. I met Him 
this morning where two or more were gath- 
ered together in His name. True to His prom- 
ise He was there. May God help us to heed 
His Word and forsake not the assembling 
of ourselves together. 

Look at this old world! Truly God has 
been forsaken. The sin of desertion. That is 
the sin of America today. And the fruit of 
our folly can be seen in our harvest of broken 
laws, moral and spiritual delinquency, crime, 
divorce—everything that comes from the pit 
of hell—because our people are forsaking 
God and His Christ. That is the reason. 

Thisisthe remedy: “Return unto me,andI 
will return unto you, saith the Lord of hosts.” 

If those who claim to be Christians were as 
loyal to Christ as those of other religions are 
to their creeds and their gods, the moral and 
spiritual life of America would be materially 
changed for the better. If ever there was a 
time when every man who calls himself a 
good citizen should do one thing, it is today, 
and that one thing is to be a Christian. 

The most unnatural sin in all the world is 
the sin of desertion. 
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People have rebelled against a king and 
justified themselves before the world on the 
ground of his tyranny. 

Sons and daughters have deserted their 
parents, and sometimes justly, because of 
cruelty, but is there any one who could just- 
ify desertion of God? There is no such thing 
as cruelty or tyranny with God. He is a God 
of love, a God of mercy, a God of compassion. 

“For God so loved the world that He gave 
His only begotten Son that whosoever be- 
lieveth in Him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life.’ Can you justify yourself 
in leaving a God like that? 

An old lady stumbled and fell on the stone 
steps as she was coming out of a police sta- 
tion in the city of Boston. They picked her 
up and carried her to a hospital, and the 
doctors said she could live only a short time. 

She regained consciousness and said, “I 
have traveled all the way from California, 
stopping in every city of any importance 
from San Francisco to Boston, and in each 
city have visited the police stations and the 
hospitals. My son left me twenty years ago 
and didn’t tell me where he was going. If 
he should ever come here, please tell him that 
there were two who never gave him up.” 
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The nurse leaned close and said, “Mother, 
who were the two? If your boy should ever 
come in, I will tell him.’ 

The mother looked up and with trembling 
lips said, “Tell him the two who never gave 
him up were God and his mother.’”’ And she 
was gone. 

Brother, until the day when the death 
angel ushers out your time of grace, God 
will never give you up. Jesus loves you and 
calls you to Him. Some of you have godly 
mothers in the glory, who are looking down 
over the battlements of heaven, and have 
never given you up. May Jesus bring you to 
Himself. 

The life of the deserter is a laborious life. 
When you start out in the world, you dream 
of ease, but you have none. The devil is a 
hard taskmaster. I worked for him and put in 
lots of overtime, but he never gave me any- 
thing good, and he never gave me anything 
for nothing. I lived with him for twelve years 
and worked consistently for him. He could 
call on me any time of the day or night and 
I was ready. But I never got anything for 
nothing until I came to Jesus. He has been 
giving me things ever since. The devil never 
gave me anything but trouble and heartache. 
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You may say that you are having a pretty 
good time. 

All right, I will not argue with you, but 
your sinful pleasure is only for a season. A 
lady said to me once that there wasn’t any 
pleasure in serving the devil. But, there is; 
that is his bait. And many have swallowed 
it—hook, line and sinker. The Bible says 
there is pleasure in sin, but only for a sea- 
son, and the time comes when this pleasure 
turns and mocks you. 

What kind of a time do you think the prod- 
igal had? Do you think he had any pleasure? 
I do. I can follow him every step of the way. 
And I know how long the fun lasted, too; 
it lasted until he went broke. Worldly friends 
drop you when your money is gone. 

For a while the prodigal had a good time. 
But when his funds were gone he hired him- 
self out to a man of that country. 

And then he had a hard time of it. The 
way of the transgressor is hard, and if you 
are living apart from God, you know this 
to be true. I can picture you waking up morn- 
ing after morning, and saying, ‘““My God, 
I would like to be out of this.” Night after 
night you have gone home, tired, weary, un- 
satisfied, and you have said, “Oh Lord, how 
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did I ever get here?” But you are there. 

The way of the transgressor is hard—hard 
to get in, hard to stay in, hard to get out of. 

I went out of a Christian home. I know 
what I am talking about. The first step down- 
ward was not an easy one to take. There 
was something clutching at me inside that 
said, “Don’t you do it.” It was hard to do, 
but I did it, and all the ten or twelve years 
I was in the broad way I found it hard to 
stay in because that same something inside 
of me, that we call conscience, kept talking 
to me. But to get out—that was the hard- 
est thing I ever did in my life. 

You ask, “What was hard about it?” 

Just to get down on my knees and own it 
all before God—to step out before the world 
and acknowledge Christ as my Saviour— 
that is what was hard. 

The way of the transgressor is hard. And 
if you are a deserter of God, the God who 
created you, you are living a laborious life, 
and not only laborious, but worthless. Mark 
the words of the text: “Hewed them out 
cisterns, broken cisterns, that can hold no 
water.” “They have forsaken me, the foun- 
tain of living waters.” 

A great, bubbling, gushing fountain of 
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pure, clear water; that is God; that is what 
you leave. 

And what do you have? A cistern—closed, 
damp, musty, smelly. What man would 
rather have a cistern than a fountain—worse 
than that, a broken cistern? 

When life is over you discover a crack in 
the bottom of it, and all that remains is the 
old, smelly ooze. “The world passeth away 
and the lust thereof; but he that doeth the 
will of God abideth forever.” 

Which will you take—the old cistern you 
labor for (and find your labor worthless), or 
the rich, full, gushing fountain of Jesus 
Christ? Blessed be God, He is the Water of 
life. 

The prodigal learned this lesson. He fain 
would have filled himself with the husks that 
the swine did eat, but no man gave unto him. 
The cistern was broken and had gone dry. 

How worthless the work of that man who 
built his house on the sand, and when the 
storm came and the winds blew, the house 
fell! 

How worthless the labor of that man who 
said, “Soul, thou hast much goods laid up 
for many years; take thine ease; eat, drink 
and be merry.” And the Lord said, “Thou 
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fool, this night thy soul shall be required of 
thee. Then whose shall those things be, 
which thou hast provided?” 

How worthless the work of those tower 
builders on the plain of Shinar! 

My friends, labor apart from God is worth- 
less. Except the Lord do the building, they 
labor in vain who build it. 

I would that every man and every woman, 
every young man and every young woman, 
might, right where they are, dig an open 
grave, dig it broad and long and deep, and 
lay within its secret depths the slain body of 
a dead self. 

Yes, the labor of the man who deserts God 
is worthless, and his state is appalling. The 
man who deserts God not only lives a fruit- 
less life of toil and unsatisfaction, but is un- 
der the penalty of the broken law; he lives in 
great danger. You know I speak the truth. 
You know there have been times, in the se- 
cret of your own room, when that fear has 
come over you. 

I have been with a good many dying peo- 
ple since I have been in the ministry, and I 
have never been in the presence of one man 
or woman who really knew Christ as Saviour 
who was afraid to die; and I have never been 
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in the presence of a non-Christian man or 
woman who, when the end came, was not 
afraid. Heart and mind were filled with fear. 

Remember, the penalty of the broken law 
of God hangs over us unless we take Jesus 
Christ as our personal Saviour. 

Whatever your state may be, if you have 
lived without Him, if you have deliberately 
gone off into a far country, if you have gone 
down as far as a man or woman can go, you 
are not hopeless. I love those words: “As I 
live, saith the Lord God, I have no pleasure in 
‘the death of the wicked.” “Return unto me, 
and I will return unto you.” You remember 
what Peter said to Jesus: “Lord, how many 
times shall I forgive—seven?’ And Jesus 
said, “Yes, Peter, until seventy times seven.” 

That is God. “Come unto me, all ye that 
labor and are heavy laden, and I will give 
you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn 
of me, for I am meek and lowly in heart; 
and ye shall find rest unto your souls, for 
my yoke is easy and my burden is light.” 
“Come” is His call and “rest’iswiiiseres 
ward. 

And there is nothing in all the world to 
compare with it, when one is really conscious 
that “underneath are the everlasting arms.” 
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“Flesh and blood cannot inherit the king- 
dom of God.” For what are you living? Are 
you toiling for the flesh and the lusts there- 
of, the things of the world, the things that 
pass away, the things that are at enmity 
with God? Must the fruit of your life’s labor 
die with you when they nail the lid on the 
casket, or have you been born again? Do 
you know Jesus, and because He lives shall 
you live also? Will your works follow after? 
Oh, if you are living apart from Him, I call 
you to Him now. 

He ts a wonderful Saviour. You labor not 
in vain when you know Him, for your labor 
never can be in vain in the Lord. Come to 
Him and He will give you life, life for time 
and life for eternity. And the work you do 
in His name—even the cup of cold water 
given in the name of Jesus—cannot lose its 
reward; it will go on before you to meet you 
in the morning, in the glory. 
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Che Resurrection of Christ 


TEXT 
MATTHEW XXVIII, 6 


“ Fe is risen.” 


HE world’s hope and assurance are 

in the Easter thought. It is with 
reverent spirit that we approach the 

time and begin to meditate upon the theme. 
The Resurrection comes like a burst of light 
through the gloom of doubt. It is God’s re- 
sponse to the soul’s inmost yearning to live 
again. It brings us to the place where we 
witness anew the wondrous resurrection mir- 
acle. It is our assurance that those who have 
left us, and we too, shall live again. This 
testimony to our immortality is an abiding 
comfort. God’s immortal truth—“I am the 
ressurrection’”—flashed in a single sentence 
to an audience of one woman, has turned 
the clouds of all the ages inside out and re- 
vealed their silver lining. It has softened the 


| 198 | 


pillow of mourning millions. It makes Paul’s 
declaration, “To die is gain,’ radiant with 
divine light. 

More than nineteen hundred years have 
passed, and yet on the anniversary of that 
day, in the morning of the first day of the 
week, millions upon millions have their at- 
tention focused upon the conquered grave. 
The eyes of kings and presidents and princes 
and statesmen, as well as of the poor and 
humble, in all parts of the earth, are turned 
toward that sepulchre. The song of jubilee 
is lifted up. War scarred veterans of the 
Cross are saying “The Lord is risen from the 
dead,” young men and women catch up the 
glowing theme and little children gathered 
around church altars sing 


“Lift your glad voices in triumph on high, 
For Jesus hath risen and man cannot die.” 


Multitudes of others may not understand 
the true import of the song, but catch the 
spirit, and all over the earth tidings of joy 
go forth. 

For the triumph of Jesus over death is ane 
pledge and the promise, the prophecy and 
the proof, that we who are His shall not be 
holden of its power. His defeat at this point 
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would have meant our defeat, and just so, 
His victory is our victory. If death could 
have mastered Him, we may be sure that it 
would master us. If death at that time had 
been strong enough to put out forever the 
light of such a being as He, we could well 
know that with a very light blow it would 
be able to put out forever the light of our 
being. 

But because He mastered death we shall 
master it; because He lives we shall live also. 
Because He lived and died and rose again 
and ascended on high, leading captivity cap- 
tive, we may have hope for this corruptible 
to put on incorruption, for this mortal to 
put on immortality, and that there shall be 
brought to pass the saying that is written: 
“Death is swallowed up in victory.” 

There have been many eventful days in the 
history of this world, but there never was a 
day so eventful as this one of the Resurrec- 
tion. Things happened on this day that have 
no counterpart in the history of any other 
day. 

And while we speak of this day, we are not 
unmindful of the fact that it cannot be con- 
sidered apart from that which took place be- 
fore, or the events which follow. In these 
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events we behold the tragic consummation 
of a life that was begotten by the Holy 
Ghost, born of a virgin, and to whom, at 
birth, both heaven and earth paid homage. 
But now the scene changes and, while guilty 
of no crime, Jesus has been apprehended and 
sentenced to death. 

He was scourged, a crown of thorns was 
placed upon His head, and the people mocked 
Him, They reviled Him and taunted Him 
that He could not save himself. Their cry 
became a mighty challenge; they dared Him 
to come down and prove himself the Son of 
God. His only answer was one of God-like 
expressive silence. It was the silence of one 
who was doing a great work and could not 
stop to answer trivial questions. He knew 
that the time was near when they would be- 
lieve Him, when they must believe Him, for 
they would behold a demonstration of His 
power. 

There came an awful darkness such as 
even science is unable to explain. It was not 
the darkness of night, for it began at noon- 
day. It would almost seem as though nature 
had taken it upon herself to rise up and hide, 
not only from the eyes of men, but from the 
face of God, this crowning crime of men. 
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Then came that awful cry: “My God, my 
God, why hast Thou forsaken me?” 

If we had boldness and courage equal to 
the task of attempting an answer to this 
question, falling from the lips of the Son of 
God under the burden of such anguish of 
body, mind and soul, perhaps we would say: 
“Lord, it was for men—for their salvation.” 

It would teach men the awfulness of sin. 
Never, until this cry was wrung from the 
heart of God on Calvary, did men realize the 
awful abomination of that damnable, blight- 
ing, blasting thing we call sin. In the light of 
this cry we can no longer fail to understand 
the language of the prophet—‘‘He was 
wounded for our transgressions, He was 
bruised for our iniquities.” So hateful in the 
sight of God is sin that one can understand 
the Father hiding His face in an unnatural 
darkness rather than look upon that scene 
in which the iniquity of us all was laid upon 
the Son. 

There is only one way in which we can cor- 
rectly interpret the cry which came out of 
the silence and the awe of that strange dark- 
ness—the Son of God was dying for man. 
If you do not understand, perhaps it is be- 
cause you have never known that feeling of 
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separation from God, which is so appalling to 
the awakened sinner when he first comes face 
to face with the fact that his sins have sepa- 
rated him from his God. 

For one moment the sin of the world had 
come between Jesus and the Father. The 
Lamb of God was bearing away the sin of 
the world. In the suffering of Christ upon the 
cross we find the interpretation of His words, 
spoken earlier in life: “For God so loved the 
world, that He gave His only begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth in Him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life.” “The heav- 
ens declare the glory of God; the firmament 
showeth His handiwork.” A thousand forms 
in nature magnify God’s wisdom and His 
might. The Ten Commandments tell us God 
is holy. The penalties of sin tell us He is just. 
But never until Jesus Christ dies on the cross 
of Calvary is there revealed to us the true 
character of God; not until then do we fully 
understand the depth of His love for man. 

Once more He speaks and this time they 
are astonished to hear Him say, “It is fin- 
ished.” 

These words were no sooner spoken than 
some unseen hand, by one deft movement, 
tore apart the veil and exposed to the view 
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of men that holy place in the Temple. The 
rocks were crushed, the earth began to 
quake, and graves gave up their dead. It was 
nature’s jubilee over a victory which men 
could not yet understand. Men might think 
—many have thought and many still think— 
that the words were an expression of relief 
that His sufferings were over, but the ene- 
mies of God knew better. All “the rulers of 
the darkness of this world” knew that the 
words were a shout of triumph. They knew 
at last that they had not hindered, but rather 
had helped Him to finish a work that meant 
the redemption of the world. Their humilia- 
tion, not His, was complete. 

When Jesus said “It is finished” there was 
not only an end of conscious anguish, but 
also of contempt and insult. The mob spirit, 
which made men bold enough to wag their 
heads and mock a dying Christ, became as 
cowardice in the presence of that physical 
demonstration which accompanied the death 
of the Son of God. Only those who have be- 
held the scattering of crowds before an on- 
coming storm can begin to conceive how 
rapidly that mocking crowd melted away un- 
til the crucified Christ, the dying thieves and 
the Roman soldiers were left alone. 
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The Scriptures tell us that after these 
things there came a rich man named Joseph, 
who begged the body of Jesus. There came 
with him Nicodemus with his hundred 
pounds of myrrh and his linen cloth. They 
prepared the body of our Lord as best they 
could, and laid it in Joseph’s new rock tomb, 
after which they rolled a great stone against 
the door. The chief priests said, “We remem- 
ber that that deceiver said while He was yet 
alive, After three days I will rise again. Com- 
mand therefore that the sepulchre be made 
sure.” Pilate in answer to them said; “Ye 
have a watch: go your way, make it as sure 
as ye can.” 

Thus preparations for the guarding of the 
tomb were completed, and His enemies, for 
the time being, were satisfied. His friends 
had no hope, but somehow the very air 
seemed to be so charged with spiritual forces 
that they could almost hear their blessed 
Master saying from the sepulchre, “Stand 
still, and see the salvation of the Lord.” 

The Sabbath came and went. Silence 
reigned in Joseph’s garden, broken only by 
the tramp of soldiers who laughed and talked 
with one another by the sealed sepulchre. 
Just how the friends of Jesus spent the day 
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suggests a line of thought that would be in- 
teresting if we had time to dwell upon it. 

The Sabbath is past and the first day of the 
week is being ushered in. It is hardly day- 
break, yet the women with nervous tread 
and hushed voices are hurrying to the garden 
of Joseph. They seek a dead Jesus, but, lo 
and behold, they stand before an empty sep- 
ulchre. Angels are there, not only to quiet 
their fears, but to make the first announce- 
ment of His resurrection. As they begin to 
recover from their astonishment they hear 
the angel saying, “He is not here; for He is 
risen, as He said.” 

A little later they see Jesus. He walks on 
those pierced feet with the tread of a con- 
queror. With His wounded hands Heis ready. 
to wield all power. They remember now what 
He said to Martha upon the occasion of the 
raising of her brother Lazarus—“I am the 
resurrection and the life; he that believeth in 
me, though he were dead, yet shall he live; 
and whosoever liveth and believeth in me 
shall never die.” 

God’s clock has struck high noon and the 
resurrection from the dead is a glorious fact. 

The evidence of the actual resurrection of 
Christ from the dead is a cumulative force. 
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The angels made their appeal to human 
sense, when, to those who were standing 
about the tomb, they said, “Come, see the 
place where the Lord lay.” The empty tomb 
at once proclaimed the actual resurrection 
of the Saviour. Following this announcement 
by the angels, the Resurrection is proclaimed 
to be a fact by human witnesses. 

The disciples were men of honor and had 
nothing to gain by the publishing of such a 
claim if it were not true. Surely, they had 
known Christ long enough to recognize Him 
when He appeared among them! And it is 
with one voice that they testify, “He is risen 
from the dead.” 

Even the enemies of Christ, who had 
agreed to deny the resurrection, could not 
conceal from themselves what they knew to 
be a fact. 

It became the great theme of the apostle 
Paul and we hear him saying, “If Christ be 
not risen, then is our preaching vain and 
your faith is also vain.” Those venerable 
custodians of the truth, whom we know as 
the Church Fathers, were not only defenders 
of the doctrine of the Resurrection, but con- 
tenders for it. 

While the skeptic and the doubter are al- 
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ways with us, there has never been a time 
since the angel stood by the door of the open 
tomb that the church has been without its 
defenders of the resurrection truth. Evidence 
in this regard is more abundant than that 
which testifies to any other great historical 
event. The apostles were very slow to be con- 
vinced but they were compelled to believe, 
for they, like many since their time, became 
conscious of the presence of their risen Lord. 
They so thoroughly believed as to die will- 
ingly as witnesses of the fact. Thus all 
through the ages the most careful and cau- 
tious and prudent men and women have be- 
lieved and given testimony derived from the 
facts of Christian experience. 

I know that Jesus Christ rose from the 
dead. I know it because of the greatest and 
most convincing of all evidence—I know it 
because I know Him; because the regenerat- 
ing power of this resurrection life has en- 
tered into my heart and made me to love God 
and to delight in the fulfillment of the law 
of Christ. 

Men say they would like to believe in im- 
mortality but because they find the doctrine 
of the Resurrection hard to understand, they 
doubt. If men cannot comprehend this truth 
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there is a reason for it. If a man lives only for 
this world and his soul becomes steeped in 
the things of this world, he blinds himself 
to spiritual truth. For such a man to ex- 
pect to have an intelligent sense or percep- 
tion of immortality is beyond all reason. 

Surely I do not go too far when I say it 
is a vain thing to try to build up a faith in 
the Resurrection if we have never felt the 
resurrection power in our own lives. Natural 
arguments and Scriptural truth alike are 
powerless in the face of that unbelief which is 
peculiar to the natural man. “Our faith in 
the Resurrection and in immortality depends 
on a sense of it begotten in us and not on an 
argument for it concluded.” This sense of 
immortality is begotten when a man is truly 
born again. It is when a man feels himself to 
be a child of God, when he comes into a reali- 
zation of the fact that God “hath begotten 
us again unto a lively hope by the resurrec- 
tion of Jesus Christ from the dead” that our 
faith becomes a living fact. 

Manifestations of the power of the resur- 
rection life are all about us. Thousands upon 
thousands of the brainiest and noblest and 
best, as well as the lowest and vilest and 
most degraded of earth, have caught up the 
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songs of redemption and are today testifying 
to the saving and keeping power of this res- 
urrection life. To the power of this life only 
the transfigured lives of these countless thou- 
sands can adequately testify. Out from the 
paths of skepticism and indifference, up from 
the depths of sin and shame, they have come 
into that new experience where today hand 
in hand they walk with Him who is “the 
way, the truth and the life.” 

When Jesus, in his conversation with 
Martha at the time of her brother’s death, 
said “Thy brother shall rise again,’ He drew 
from her that which reveals the great dis- 
tance between man’s thought and the thought 
of God as it relates to the Resurrection. Lis- 
ten to her answer: “I know that he shall rise 
again in the resurrection at the last day.” 

Her only comfort was in the thought of a 
resurrection day that lay in the far distant 
future. Thank God, Jesus did not leave her 
there. He brought her back to His own living 
person, whom she knew and trusted, by say- 
ing, “I am the resurrection and the life.” 

It is clear to me that Jesus would not ap- 
ply the thought of immortality to the dead 
alone, as we are prone to do, but would 
apply it to the living as well, for with Him 
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the thought of immortality is involved in, 
and absorbed by, the idea of life. Life with 
God, and in God, must be immortal; life 
without God He does not call life at all. 
These are the statements made in God’s 
word: “He that hath the Son hath life,” and 
again, “He that believeth on the Son hath 
everlasting life; and he that believeth not the 
Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God 
abideth on him.” 

It seems to me that, with the re-reading 
of the story of the Resurrection, we may get 
our great lesson on evangelism. It is not 
often that angels preach, but in this story of 
the Resurrection we find a very brief sermon: 
“Go quickly, and tell His disciples that He 
is risen from the dead.” The angel knew his 
business. He first made them know that the 
Lord had risen and then said “Go tell.” And 
they ran to bring the disciples word. 

The light begins to dawn upon us. It is 
not the danger we brave, our faithfulness in 
witness-bearing, or the carefully learned les- 
son, however important these may be, but 
the eagerness, the enthusiasm and the haste 
with which we go about the task of bearing 
the message of redemption to a lost and dy- 
ing world. That the king’s business requires 
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haste is natural; it is a universal law and it 
must be the motto of all Christians if the 
coming of the King and His kingdom is soon 
to be realized. 

The church needs a new Easter—not a 
formal one, not a church festival—but an 
Easter wherein we shall experience, in a 
measure, at least, the burden that was upon 
our Lord for a lost world; an Easter that 
will make us eager, enthusiastic and impa- 
tient to re-herald the message of Him who 
said, “I am He that liveth, and was dead, and 
behold I am alive for evermore’; an Easter 
that will make men conscious of the presence 
of the risen Christ and convince the world that 
“He is able also to save them to the utter- 
most that come unto God by Him, seeing He 
ever liveth to make intercession for them.” 

Such an Easter will strengthen faith, re- 
plenish courage, comfort hearts, enkindle 
love and devotion and hasten that day when 
the Son of man shall come in His glory, and 
when every knee shall bow and every tongue 
shall confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to 
the glory of God the Father. 

“Go ye therefore” into the busy world 
about you, and into the wider world beyond, 
proclaiming the blessed truth, “He is risen.” 
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In the Bay of Trouble 


TEXT 
PSALM L, 14-15 


“Offer unto God thanksgiving, and pay thy vows 
unto the Most High; and call upon me in the day 
of trouble. I will deliver thee, and thou shalt glo- 
rify me.” 


WO verses in the fiftieth Psalm have 

: made a deep impression on me. I 

have read the fiftieth Psalm a good 
many times, but never before did these two 
verses so stand out as sparkling gems. They 
are the fourteenth and fifteenth verses, “Of- 
fer unto God thanksgiving, and pay thy 
vows unto the Most High and—” 

Keep that word in mind, AND. Do not 
leave it out. You spoil the sense of the Scrip- 
ture if you leave that word out. AND; under- 
line it; never forget it. It will mean much to 
you if you just see it as the necessary connec- 
tion between the two verses. 

“Offer unto God thanksgiving, and pay thy 
vows unto the Most High, AND, call upon 
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me in the day of trouble. I will deliver thee, 
and thou shalt glorify me.” “AND, call upon 
me in the day of trouble.” 

Much of our life is spent in personal suf- 
fering and in related affliction and distress, 
and yet the Lord has provided consolation 
for the day of trouble. The Bible abounds 
with exceeding great and precious promises 
that give us cheer and comfort and succor, 
regardless of the trouble that may come into 
our lives. 

It seems to me that the fifteenth verse of 
this Psalm is one of the most comforting 
promises in all the Bible. If we could realize 
the import of that promise and bring our- 
selves to the place where, by the grace of 
God, we could resign ourselves wholly and 
unreservedly into His care and keeping, 
when the great billows of trouble come over 
us, when the trials and temptations of life 
come upon us, we would lift up our eyes and 
He would deliver us. What lives of blessed- 
ness we would live! All the cares and all the 
worries and all the discouragements, every- 
thing of this nature, would go, if we could 
just get this one promise into the very bone 
and marrow of our being, and know that 
Jesus Christ does live, that when He speaks, 
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He speaks the truth, and that He always 
keeps His promise. 

I have divided that fifteenth verse into four 
parts, in the order in which it seems best to 
fit into my own life, and possibly yours. 

I have considered first, the season, the 
time that God is talking about, the day of 
trouble. I read that and then I began link- 
ing it in my mind with other Scripture fa- 
miliar to me, and in this connection I thought 
of that great passage, “Let us therefore come 
boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may 
obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time 
of need.” 

What a God we have. He does not promise 
us deliverance, grace, the outpouring of His 
mercy—when we do not need them, when 
everything is going well. But He says: 
“When you have come to the very end of 
yourself, and the troubles of life are coming 
over you, and you realize that in yourself 
you cannot stand before them, then come to 
me and call upon me and I will deliver you. 
In the day of trouble I will do it—at the 
time you need me most.” 

What is the day of trouble? There are cer- 
tain troubles that we all could mention; 
troubles that the flesh is heir to; troubles 
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that come into the lives of every one of us. 
But let us look for a time beyond these, or, 
may I say, in another direction. 

Did you ever stop to realize that the day 
of spiritual conviction is in the most real 
sense a day of trouble? It is true that the 
evening of that day may be filled with the 
joys, the peace and the blessedness of heaven 
if we so will to have it, but I want to say 
to you, my friends, that the morning of spir- 
itual conviction is a troublesome morning, 
and unless we yield to our God it continues 
into a troublesome day. 

Jesus said that He would pour out His 
Spirit in the world. He said: “When He is 
come,” speaking of the Holy Ghost, “He will 
reprove (convict or convince) the world of 
sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment,” 
and, in that day when the Holy Ghost knocks 
at the door of your heart—and He does 
knock—and begins to convince you of your 
sinfulness and of the righteousness of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and of the great judg- 
‘ment to come, I tell you out of a heartfelt 
experience that will be in the most real and 
true sense a day of trouble. 

There is no brightness on that morning 
when the Spirit of God begins to knock at 
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the door of your heart and you begin to see 
yourself as you really are, as you have never 
seen yourself before, not through your own 
sinful eyes, but through the sinless eyes of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and you stand in His 
presence, with all His beauty, with all His 
purity, with all His holiness, with all His 
blessedness, and realize how sinful you are, 
and that the penalty of the broken law hangs 
over your head, and the judgment is in the 
future—that is the day of trouble. 

But blessed be God, we do not have to re- 
main in it. 

I have had my troubles in life, but never 
any equal to the trouble of that period from 
the time that my Lord knocked at the door 
of my heart until I dropped on my knees in 
my own room and asked Him to forgive my 
sins, and let Him come in to be my personal 
Saviour. 

The time of inward conflict also is the day 
of trouble. Do you know anything about that 
inward conflict? Can you go back to those 
days preceding your conversion, when the 
Spirit of God stood at the door of your heart 
and knocked, and at the same time, the spirit 
of the world, the flesh and the devil stood 
there and knocked, and you were in the 
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midst of the conflict between the two, and 
asked yourself, “Shall I serve God or shall 
I serve mammon, enjoy the pleasures of sin 
for a season or esteem the reproach of Christ 
greater riches, and give my heart and life 
to the Lord Jesus?” That was the conflict, an 
inward conflict, the greatest battle you ever 
fought in your life, and that was the day of 
trouble. 

But after you yielded to Jesus Christ, the 
conflict seemed to be intensified; it seemed 
that the attractions of the world were greater 
than ever before; they tugged at your heart- 
strings; never did you realize that sin had 
such a hold upon you, and was driving you. 
It was the day of conflict and trouble—and 
it is in that day that you can call upon the 
Lord Jesus Christ and He will deliver you. 

The day of temptation is a day of trouble. 
You will never get away from that. You may 
get away from this fierce conflict I have just 
spoken of; I believe you do. There were 
things in my life following the time of my 
conversion that seemed for a time would 
wreck my Christian life, but as the days 
went by and I continued to look to Him, the 
tug became lighter and lighter, and finally 
He who dwells in my heart conquered him 
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who dwells in the world. But notwithstand- 
ing that fact, there are temptations. 

The farther we go with our God and His 
Christ, the more temptations there are and 
the more subtle they become. At first with a 
great many of us, the temptations are those 
of the old life, the grosser sins, but as our 
Christ, through the power of the Holy Ghost, 
gives us the victory over these things, then 
other temptations come in, things we have 
never dreamed of before—things that are 
most subtle—pride, position, the using of the 
blessings given of God for our own ends— 
that kind of temptation. 

But it is a blessed thing to know that 
temptation is not sin, and that we do not 
have to yield. There is in the grace of the 
Lord Jesus Christ sufficient to keep every 
man and every woman above the power of 
the temptations that come into their lives. 

James says, “My brethren, count it all joy 
when ye fall into divers temptations.” Do 
you do that? He did not say, “Count it all joy 
when you yield to temptation, when you sin.” 
God never says that, but “Count it all joy 
when ye fall into divers temptations; know- 
ing this, that the trying of your faith work- 
eth patience. But let patience have her per- 
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fect work, that ye may be perfect and en- 
tire, wanting nothing.” Blessed be God, with- 
standing temptation makes for perfection 
and completeness in Christ Jesus. 

Then there are other troubles, personal af- 
flictions, human sorrows, the day when you 
stand beside the open grave and lay away 
your best loved dead. That is trouble. No 
one ever parted with those nearest and dear- 
est, but realized he was living in a day of 
trouble, and yet, my friends, have you ever 
stopped to think how God has taken those 
hard experiences of life and turned them in- 
to blessing for us? Have you ever stopped to 
realize how God in His infinite mercy— 
working not as we work, seeing not as we 
see, thinking not as we think—has taken our 
nearest and dearest away from us that He 
might step into the breach and reveal Him- 
self in all His beauty, comfort, and power, 
that our affections should be transferred to 
Him, and that, loving Him, we might serve 
Him, and, serving Him, grow to be like him? 
Jesus takes these things and uses them to 
our blessing and His glory. 

There are other troubles, too. How shall I 
classify them? Personal persecutions, misun- 
derstandings, things that are said about us 
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that are not true, things we do not like. Why 
do you not consider it the blessing that Jesus 
called it, when you are persecuted for His 
hame’s sake? Do you not know Him well 
enough to afford to be misunderstood for 
Him? 

Why, He said, “If the world hate you, ye 
know that it hated me before it hated you. 
If ye were of the world, the world would love 
his own; but because ye are not of the world, 
but I have chosen you out of the world, 
therefore the world hateth you. Remember 
the word that I said unto you, The servant 
is not greater than his lord. If they have 
persecuted me, they will also persecute you.” 
(John xv, 18-20.) 

And he said: “Blessed are ye when men 
shall revile you and persecute you, and shall 
say all manner of evil against you falsely, for 
my sake. Rejoice and be exceeding glad, for 
great is your reward in heaven; for so perse- 
cuted they the prophets which were before 
you.” 

Christianity is not a life of ease. God Al- 
mighty never intended His children to walk 
in a path of roses. God could not develop 
character in that way. Jesus said it was 
blessed for us when we were persecuted for 
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His Gospel, and for His name’s sake. He 
comes closer to us at those periods, and at 
such times He reveals Himself to us as He 
really is. I often think of those verses: 


“Men may misjudge thy aim, 
Think they have cause for blame, 
Say thou art wrong— 
Hold on thy quiet way: 
Christ is the judge—not they; 
Fear not! be strong!” 


We can be strong in the power of His 
might. Jesus is the deliverer from this trou- 
ble. 

And now the privilege, “Call upon me.” 
That is one of the most comforting pas- 
sages in the Word of God. The Psalmist said: 
“God is our refuge and strength, a very pres- 
ent help in time of trouble.” That is just what 
He is. You and I help at times, but we are just 
present help. If you should get into trouble 
and I could help you, I would be glad to do 
so, but I might not be able to be where you 
are. 

The Psalmist does not say that. He says 
God is our very present help. There is no 
trouble, no circumstance, no condition, but 
God is there, nearer than our very selves, and 
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He says: “Call upon me in the day of trouble. 
I will deliver thee.” 

Just consider this implication of utter 
helplessness on our part. You know as well as 
I do that we are prone never to ask any- 
body to do anything for us that we can do for 
ourselves, except that some people are very 
lazy. Otherwise, we like to do everything 
for ourselves that we can. Many a good man, 
many a capable man, has curtailed his use- 
fulness simply because he failed to detail 
to others certain duties that they could have 
done, and he injured his usefulness because 
he insisted on doing them himself. Just so 
we often fail to call upon God and ask Him 
for anything that we feel we can secure with- 
out His help. All too seldom do we stop to 
thank God for what we seem prone to term 
the ordinary things of life. Do we thank Him 
for our eyes, with which we behold the beau- 
ties of nature; do we thank Him for the 
power of speech, or that He gave us a mind 
with which to think? How many times dur- 
ing the past week have you thanked God for 
your hands, or for your feet? How many 
times have you said to Him, “Lord, provide 
my bread for me today”? And yet in the 
Scripture we are told to ask God for it and 
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to thank Him for it, every day. We take it 
for granted and never thank God for any- 
thing or ask Him for anything we can get 
for ourselves. 

The Psalmist implies we are utterly help- 
less in our own strength to get for ourselves 
anything eternal or lasting in the sight of 
God. We may take unto ourselves the husks 
of this world, the crusts the worldlings let 
fall from the table, but when we speak of the 
eternal riches of Christ Jesus that last for- 
ever, we are utterly helpless in the day of 
trouble. We must turn to the Lord Jesus 
Christ for everything worth while. Let us 
turn from ourselves, bow our hearts, and tell 
our God we are utterly helpless, and that we 
look to him and His Christ for all things. 

This fifteenth verse also implies His power 
and His willingness. “Call on me.” Thank 
God, it does not say, “You may call on me; 
you might call on me; you have called on 
me, or some day you will call on me.” He 
says, “Call on me, call on me, call on me, 
when you need me most. I am the Almighty 
God.” What is our Christianity ? Is it in word 
only? Have you merely subscribed toa creed? 
Have you just a few pet doctrines? Or way 
down deep in your soul do you know God 
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as Almighty, Maker of the universe, Cre- 
ator of man, the only One who can minister 
in a satisfactory way in the day of trouble? 

Jesus said, “My grace is sufficient for thee.” 
And you never called on Him in your life but 
you found His grace to be sufficient. I have 
never met and never expect to meet a Chris- 
tian man or woman who has walked consist- 
ently with the Lord who has ever found His 
grace to fail. I care not how dark the day may 
be; I care not how black the clouds that roll 
over our heads, He is the Sun of righteous- 
ness, and when we look to Him, His grace is 
sufficient. 


“When, sin-stricken, burdened, and weary, 
From bondage I longed to be free, 
There came to my heart the sweet message: 
‘My grace is sufficient for thee.’ 


Though tempted and sadly discouraged, 
My soul to this refuge will flee, 

And rest in the blessed assurance: 
‘My grace is sufficient for thee.’ 


My bark may be tossed by the tempest 
That sweeps o’er the turbulent sea; 
A rainbow illumines the darkness: 
‘My grace is sufficient for thee.’ 
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O Lord, I would press on with courage, 
Though rugged the pathway may be, 

Sustained and upheld by the promise: 
‘My grace is sufficient for thee.’ 


Soon, soon will the warfare be over, 
My Lord face to face I shall see, 

And prove, as I dwell in His presence: 
His grace was sufficient for me.” 


I thank God at all times for the privilege 
of prayer, and-that He said, “Call on me. 
God hears and answers prayer. I know it. 
I care nothing about your speculations, or 
about what some modern thinkers tell us 
about the reflex effect prayer has on one’s 
own mind. Be that as it may, I know that 
“the effectual fervent prayer of a righteous 
man availeth much.” I know from experience 
that God answers prayer in the name of 
Jesus Christ and I thank Him for the privi- 
lege of prayer. Have you ever been brought 
to the realization of this promise of our Lord, 
“Tf ye shall ask anything in my name, I will 
do it’? If you have, let me ask you: Why are 
you so helpless? Why are you so weak? Do 
you believe it? Then, remember He also said, 
“Hitherto have ye asked nothing in my name. 
Ask—’” ask, ask, “and ye shall receive, that 
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your joy may be full.” Oh, what creatures 
we should be because of the love and mercy 
and the promise of our blessed Lord! Jesus 
Christ hears and answers prayer, “Lord, 
teach us to pray.” 

And here is the promise: “I will deliver 
thee.”’ 

You say, “What difference does it make 
whether I believe in the inspiration of the 
Scriptures or not?” 

It makes all the difference in the world to 
me whether I believe that this Book is mere- 
ly the product of man or whether I believe 
deep down in my soul that God wrote this 
Book, the God who cannot lie, the God who 
is truth Himself, and that He must keep His 
promise. It makes all the difference in the 
world whether you believe in the inspiration 
of the Word or whether you do not. “All 
Scripture is given by inspiration of God and 
is profitable,” is the testimony of St. Paul. 

You cannot by faith appropriate the prom- 
ises of Scripture unless you believe the Bible 
‘to be the inspired word of God. 

I entered the Christian ministry with prac- 
tically no preparation whatsoever. It did not 
seem to me I had any qualifications for the 
work other than that I had met Christ, who 
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had forgiven my sins; given me the con- 
sciousness of forgiveness in my own soul; 
lifted me by His power and kept me by His 
grace. But because of that experience I be- 
lieved the Bible to be the word of God. I 
have always, from the beginning of my Chris- 
tian life, accepted it as such and relied upon 
the promises I have found therein. By ex- 
perience I have come to realize the truth of 
Christ’s promise, ‘“Whatsoever ye shall ask 
in my name, that will I do.” 

By His grace, I have believed, I have called, 
and He has answered. I know He does de- 
liver. In that day when you seem hedged in 
on every side, you are not hedged in. The en- 
emy may be to the right of you and to the left 
of you; you may be surrounded; but blessed 
be God, you can always look up. Oh, the un- 
expected means of escape our God gives us. 
The issues of Providence are with our God 
and His Christ. There are new channels He 
can open up for us for the bestowal of His 
mercy and grace, to deliver us when we least 
expect it. He hath delivered and He will de- 
liver; He never failed and He never will fail. 
He is the same yesterday, today, and forever. 
He delivered Israel in the olden days, and to- 
day He is engaged in the business of deliver- 
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ing spiritual Israel, and though we are pur- 
sued from behind, and the great Red sea of 
life is before us, He will make the sea to sep- 
arate and take us into the land of the blessed. 
Jesus sees us through. He always has and He 
always will. On more than one occasion, He 
delivers us by granting us more than equiva- 
lent blessings for the troubles which we have 
to bear. 

If Paul had never left us anything but that 
one experience recorded in II Corinthians, 
xii, 7-9, he would have been a great man. He 
said: “And lest I should be exalted above 
measure through the abundance of the rev- 
elations, there was given to mea thorn in the 
flesh, the messenger of Satan to buffet me, 
lest I should be exalted above measure. For 
this thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it 
might depart from me. And He said unto me, 
My grace is sufficient for thee; for my 
strength is made perfect in weakness. Most 
~ gladly therefore will I rather glory in my in- 
firmities, that the power of Christ may rest 
upon me.” God says: “Paul, Paul, have you 
forgotten the blessings; the abundance of the 
revelations? Have you forgotten them, Paul? 
My grace is sufficient for thee.” 

Whatever your position, whatever your 
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condition in life, whatever your circum- 
stance, remember the great blessings that 
God has bestowed upon you, and look up into 
His face and thank Him for the fact that His 
grace is sufficient. It is sufficient. 

“Offer unto God thanksgiving and pay thy 
vows unto the Most High AND”—remem- 
ber that word—‘AND, call upon me in the 
day of trouble; I will deliver thee, and thou 
shalt glorify me.” 

When we speak of man glorifying God, we 
do not mean that man is capable of adding 
anything to the essential glory of the Al- 
mighty. When God delivers us, in the very 
act of deliverance He shows forth His mercy 
and His power. The man delivered by the 
power of God becomes a monument in the 
world to the glory of God, and is as a city 
set upon a hill that cannot be hid. If God 
has delivered you from the power of sin, de- 
livered you in the day of trouble, you cannot 
cease to be a monument to Him. When 
Christ lifts us out of the mire of worldliness 
and sin, and places us on the mountain of 
His righteousness, we cannot be hid. Weare 
on that mountain for the glory of God, and 
as the heavens declare the glory of God and 
the very firmament showeth His handiwork, 
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SO new creatures in Christ Jesus stand out 
and show forth His glory. 

The billows of life may roll and the old sea 
‘may be tempestuous, but I have no fear of 
shipwreck, for the Christ who stilled the 
waves reigns in my heart, and will give me 
an entrance, yea, an abundant entrance, into 
the city of my God. 

Brethren, has He delivered you from the 
power of sin? Then crown Him Lord of all 
in your heart; crown Him Lord of all. Has 
He delivered you from a bed of sickness? 
Then go out with that renewed strength and 
work in His vineyard today. Has He lifted 
you from the depths of poverty? Then go out 
and honor Him with your substance. 

What did He say? “Offer unto God thanks- 
giving, and pay thy vows unto the Most 
High—” There is a condition here. “Offer 
unto God thanksgiving, pay thy vows unto 
the Most High, and’—~your privilege at all 
times is to call upon Him in the day of trou- 
ble—and He says, “I will deliver thee and 
thou shalt glorify me.”” Blessed be His holy 
name. 
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Che Findings of God 


TEXT 
REVELATION I, 23 


“7 am he which searcheth the reins and hearts; and 
I will give unto every one of you according to your 
works.” 


HE first chapters of the Revelation 
of St. John are messages to the 
Churches, and in each message we 
find an individual application of the truth 
set forth. This fact was brought most forci- 
bly to my mind about a year ago, when a man 
preaching in the Tabernacle made a state- 
ment with which I found it difficult to agree. 
I asked him about it and he said: “You al- 
ways want to remember in reading your 
Bible that there is a difference between the 
messages to the individual and the messages 
to the Church.” 
I did not argue the matter, but there was 
a question mark in my mind, and there still 
is. What is the Church? Who constitute the 
Church? The Church is made up of individu- 
als; the Church is no more and no less than 
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the sum total of its individuals. The Lord 
Jesus Christ cannot speak to the Church 
without speaking to the individual Christian. 

I become a part of the Christian Church 
when I believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
when He becomes my personal Saviour, when 
I appropriate Calvary; and in doing this I 
take upon myself tremendous responsibilities 
and am given untold privileges and oppor- 
tunities. But my responsibilities are not the 
responsibilities of the entire Christian Church. 
They are my own. There must be an indi- 
vidual application. The Lord holds me re- 
sponsible for my own heart, for my own re- 
lationships to Him and to my fellow men. 

If I am in the midst of a people that have 
gone astray, the blessed Lord, if I stand true 
because of His grace, will show mercy and 
loving kindness and will give me my re- 
ward. Likewise, if I am in the midst of a true 
and clean and perfect people, but deliberate- 
ly go astray, the Lord will show mercy upon 
the people, but will deal with me in fairness 
and in justice, according to my works. 

Let us remember that Jesus Christ deals 
with individuals. 

You can talk about mass movements all 
you want to, but the salvation of Jesus Christ 
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is an individual matter. It always has been 
and it always will be. I can-preach to masses, 
and thank God for the opportunity, but the 
message will find its way to, and bury itself 
in, individual hearts, not in the heart of the 
mass. It is an individual matter. 

When you are saved it is an individual re- 
sponse that you give to the call of Jesus 
Christ. Every man faces an issue between 
God and himself, and this issue is absolutely 
free from and independent of all other people 
and all external circumstances. It is abso- 
lutely an individual matter. 

Jesus came, Jesus taught, Jesus lived. Jesus 
lived! He was in the world, God incarnate in 
the flesh. He lived! 

Why do I put the emphasis there? Because 
I am living, and I can look up into His radi- 
ant face and know there is not a thing I am 
called upon to face in this life but He faced 
it and knows all about it. 

Jesus lived, and when the time came, He 
died; He was buried, He arose from the dead 
and ascended into heaven, where He is sitting 
at the right hand of God the Father Al- 
mighty. And sitting there He sends back a 
message from heaven to His people which 
is of utmost importance to every individual 
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Christian in the Church in all the world. 

I once heard an evangelistic sermon from 
this text. It was preached for sinners. The 
Lord never said a word like this to sinners. 
This is written to Christians. This is not an 
evangelistic text. There is not here the back- 
ground for an evangelistic sermon in the 
sense of converting people to the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Jesus here is talking to Christian 
people and He reveals marvelous things to 
Christian people in the statements He makes. 

First of all, He reveals to us the fact that 
His mercy and His justice are equally bal- 
anced. 

His mercy on the one side is at perfect 
balance with His justice on the other side. 
He reveals to us most clearly that life is a 
period of testing, a testing of nature and of 
character. He tells us that God does not deal 
with the great Church of Jesus Christ en 
masse, but is mindful of each and every one 
of us as individuals and that our lives are ob- 
served, valued and recorded. He tells us that 
He, the same Jesus who said “Come unto me 
all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I 
will give you rest,” is the one who says, “I 
am He which searcheth the reins and hearts; 
and I will give unto every one of you accord- 
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ing to your works’—w-o-r-k-s; not words, 
works; “according to your works.” 

Death, as described by St. Paul, is a de- 
parture. Death is the end of a certain testing 
period which we call life. We are born into 
this world; we accept Christ as our Saviour— 
I am speaking to Christians—we accept 
Christ as our Saviour; we take upon our- 
selves the responsibilities of the Christian 
life. 

We have the privileges and the opportuni- 
ties which go with that life, and from that 
time on our lives are watched; they are 
measured and valued in the most minute de- 
tail; the record is kept. 

And when death comes it is simply a de- 
parture into a more blessed state, or into a 
state that is not blessed. What we are in the 
life to come depends entirely on what we are 
in this life, either with or without Jesus 
Christ. The future will be just exactly what 
we have earned. ‘Where the tree falleth, 
there it shall be.” In the Revelation of St. 
John, when the angel of the Lord is pro- 
nouncing judgment upon the souls of men, 
he says: “He that is unjust, let him be unjust 
still; and he which is filthy, let him be filthy 
still; and he that is righteous, let him be 
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righteous still; and he that is holy, let him 
be holy still.” 

That is the judgment of Almighty God. 
He watches us, He values us, He keeps the 
records; and He will give unto every one of 
us according to our works. 

Why does the Lord Jesus Christ search the 
reins and hearts? That He may find true 
hearts. Too many Christians have an idea 
that God is a sort of policeman; that the Lord 
Jesus Christ is on the watch continually to 
find something false in our hearts, to find 
something sinful, to find something impure. 
That is not so. The Lord Jesus Christ is not 
looking for the false; He is not looking for 
the sinful; He is not looking for the impure. 
“For God sent not His Son into the world to 
condemn the world; but that the world 
through Him might be saved.” He is looking 
for true, pure, clean hearts. 

The law looks for transgressors. The law 
has always looked for transgressors. Paul, 
inspired of God, telling of the fruit of the 
Spirit, speaks of love, joy, peace, long-suffer- 
ing, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness and 
temperance, and declares that “against such 
there is no law.” The law has nothing to do 
with the fruit of the Spirit of God. 
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The law is looking for transgressors, but 
Jesus Christ is looking for true, pure hearts. 

What did He say when He was telling of 
the mysteries of the kingdom? Did He not 
speak of the kingdom of heaven as like unto 
a treasure hid in a field, which, when a man 
had found, he hid, and for joy thereof went 
and sold all that he had and bought that 
field? 

Again, what did Jesus liken the kingdom 
to? What did He call this great body, this 
Church of His? He called it the “pearl of 
great price,” and likening Himself to a mer- 
chant man further set forth the fact that hav- 
ing found this “one pearl of great price,” He 
went and sold all that he had, and bought it. 

Blessed be God, Jesus Christ looks for that 
which is pure. Why cannot we be more 
like Him? Why are we always looking 
for the flaws? Why are we always looking 
for that which is impure, that which is un- 
true, that which is not of good report? Why 
can we not do as the Scripture directs: 
“Whatsoever things are true, whatsoever 
things are honest, whatsoever things are just, 
whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever 
things are lovely, whatsoever things are of 
good report; if there be any virtue, and if 
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there be any praise, think on these things’’? 

Let us remember that the purpose of Jesus 
Christ is to find the good and the pure and 
the true; He searches our hearts for that 
purpose. 

He tests the ground by the seed. The 
ground is the heart of man. The seed is the 
Word of God. 

Somebody, I think it was Moody, said that 
the same sun that melts the ice hardens the 
clay, and that this melting and hardening 
process goes on in every service where the 
word of God is preached. That is true! Jesus 
said a sower went forth and sowed in four 
kinds of ground. 

He said that which fell by the wayside was 
the seed which was planted in the hearts of 
those who heard it and understood it not. 
Thus the wicked one caught it away. 

You say that is unfair, for they did not un- 
derstand it. Why did they not understand it? 
Because, as Jesus said on another occasion, 
they had closed their ears that they might 
not hear, and shut their eyes that they might 
not see, and hardened their hearts lest they 
should understand. Because of their own 
lives and their own heart condition they un- 
derstood not, and from them was taken away 
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even that which they had, for Jesus said: 
“Whosoever hath, to him shall be given, and 
he shall have more abundance; but whoso- 
ever hath not, from him shall be taken away 
even that he hath.” 

Other seed fell on stony ground. Stony 
ground! “He that received the seed into stony 
places,” said Jesus, “the same is he that hear- 
eth the word, and anon with joy receiveth it; 
yet hath he not root in himself, but dureth 
for a while; for when tribulation or persecu- 
tion ariseth, because of the word, by and by 
he is offended.” 

They received the Word—received it with 
joy. Evidently they were glad to get it. But 
presently there came tribulation and persecu- 
tion because of the Word, and because of this 
persecution, seeing they had no root within 
themselves, no character, they became of- 
fended, and that is the last we ever hear of 
either of those classes. They became offended. 
They took offense because of the persecution 
and the opposition and the trouble that came 
because of the Word that had been planted 
in their hearts. 

Some seed fell among thorns. “He also that 
received seed among the thorns is he that 
heareth the word; and the care of this world, 
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and the deceitfulness of riches, choke the 
word, and he becometh unfruitful.” 

Do we meet people like that? 

Have you ever met folks who accepted the 
Lord Jesus Christ as their personal Saviour 
when they had nothing whatever to bring 
to Him? They just came, broken in charac- 
ter, in health, financially and almost every 
way; everything gone. They had come to 
their extremity and God took them; God ac- 
cepted them; He planted in their hearts a 
desire for truth, a desire for liberty, a desire 
for fairness, a desire for everything that is 
good and right and pure and true, and they 
went on, by the grace of Jesus Christ, not 
only to spiritual prosperity but also to ma- 
terial prosperity. 

Then the material began to overshadow 
the spiritual, and the cares of this life and 
the deceitfulness of riches began to take the 
place of the grace of God, and in the end the 
Word was choked out—the fruit blighted— 
a harvest of thorns. 

Have you never seen anyone like that? 

I stood in the lobby of a hotel in New York 
City with a preacher friend of mine. A man 
bowed to him, passed the time of day, and 
went on without further talk. 
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My friend said, “He has a hard, cold face, 
hasn’t he?” 

I had been thinking the same thing. 

My friend said, “It is just like steel. He 
could hardly smile and make you feel he 
meant it. 

That is just what I had been thinking. 

My friend continued: “That man is a mil- 
lionaire. I can remember him when as a lad 
he used to come to prayer meeting,’ and he 
named a church in this city. “He would give 
his testimony to the saving and keeping 
power of Jesus Christ. But now he is rich in 
the goods of this world and all is different. I 
want to tell you, his life is an illustration of 
the fact that the cares of this life and the de- 
ceitfulness of riches can enthrone another 
god than Jesus Christ in the heart of a man.”’ 

It is true. We can take the gifts of God 
and His Christ and let them have such 
full possession of the ground of our hearts 
that our love will be greater for the gifts than 
for the Christ who gave them. Remember, 
Jesus Christ, the glorified Son of God, tests 
the hearts and tries the reins. He knows the 
life we live, the inward life. Jesus knows 
whether or not the kingdom is within us. 

Other seed fell on good ground. Good 
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ground! “He that received seed into the good 
ground is he that heareth the word, and un- 
derstandeth it; which also beareth fruit, and 
bringeth forth, some an hundredfold, some 
sixty, some thirty.” They received it. They 
understood it. And that is not all—they 
brought forth fruit. There is not one word 
about abiding fruit in the other three connec- 
tions. 

Jesus never admitted that apart from His 
grace there could be the least particle of good 
fruit. On the contrary, He said, “Without me 
ye can do nothing.” He never mentioned 
good fruit in the life of the man whose heart 
was not right. He mentioned fruit in the 
hearts of those only who brought it forth. 
The good ground brought forth fruit, some 
thirty, some sixty, some an hundredfold, and 
remember, He said, “By their fruits ye shall 
know them.” A corrupt tree cannot bring 
forth good fruit, and a good tree cannot bring 
forth evil fruit—cannot do it. It is impossible. 

The Lord Jesus wants us to observe, as He 
observes, the good, true, pure things of life. 
He wants us to see in the hearts of His peo- 
ple that which is good and right and true and 
pure, and to rejoice in it as He rejoices in it. 

There are people in the world today—and 
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in the church, too—who say, “There is no 
harm in looking into this thing. There may 
be something in it.” 

We reply, “My brother, this doctrine is 
false concerning the person of Jesus Christ. 
It does not give Jesus His rightful place. It 
denies His deity; it denies the immaculate 
conception; it denies His virgin birth; it de- - 
nies His miraculous power; it denies His bod- 
ily resurrection.” But they persist; they think 
they should investigate. 

Where do they usually wind up, these folks 
who investigate? 

What did Jesus teach? He said, “My sheep 
hear my voice.” You do not have to hear any 
other voice to follow Jesus. “My sheep hear 
my voice, and I know them, and they follow 
me.” 

You do not have to follow an organiza- 
tion. An organization can go astray—in fact, 
the history of the Christian church has been 
to the effect that a great percentage of them 
have gone astray. 

I know of no perfect organizations that the 
Lord Jesus Christ has had for instruments in 
this world. If you do, you know more about 
church history than I do. I do not know of 
any. I cannot put my finger on one. I have 
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no idea that during the age in which we live 
there will be any such thing as a perfect or- 
ganization. 

We are not told to follow organizations. 
But we are told to be faithful and to follow 
Jesus Christ. 

Do you know His voice? He said, “My 
sheep hear my voice . . . and they follow 
me.” Again He said, “A stranger will they 
not follow.” 

You cannot follow Him unless you hear 
His voice, and if you hear His voice and 
follow Him, you have a true, pure heart, 
and He will lead you by His grace to Chris- 
tian perfection. He has the glory and He has 
the power—all power in heaven and in earth 
—to do these things. He is the Son of God. 

I want to leave this thought with you: Al- 
most every “ism” and every apostasy that 
have ever crept into the Christian church 
have had false teaching concerning the per- 
son of Jesus Christ, and a large percentage 
of all this false teaching has been sponsored 
by women. 

Do not misunderstand me. Some of the 
most faithful servants of God have been 
women. You cannot read the Scriptural ref- 
erences to Mary and Martha, to Priscilla 
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and to Lydia, without thanking God for 
Christian women. But, remember, there is 
given in the Word of God a proper place for 
the services of women. The women to whom 
I have just referred, as well as thousands of 
others, have known and kept their God-given 
places. 

You can take Spiritism, Christian Science 
(so-called), Theosophy, New Thought, Uni- 
ty; you can go back nineteen hundred years, 
take almost every outstanding apostasy to 
date, and you will find at the beginning some 
false prophetess—someone who called her- 
self a prophetess—Jezebels in disguise, car- 
rying on their nefarious business in the 
Christian church as angels of light. 

Jesus is the divine Son of God. Mary was 
a virgin. The Holy Ghost came upon her, the 
power of the Highest overshadowed her, and 
that which she brought forth was a holy 
thing. His name is the Son of God, and in 
Him are all power, all wisdom, all life, all 
justice, and all sympathy. His mercy and 
His justice are evenly balanced, and He will 
give to every man according to his work. 

Why does the Lord look for true hearts? 
That He may reveal Himself, and for no 
other purpose whatever. 
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That is a broad statement, but it is true. 
Did you ever read this: “The eyes of the Lord 
run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to 
show Himself—’ To show Himself! How 
does He show Himself? “Strong in the be- 
half of them whose heart is perfect toward 
Him.” Isn’t that great? 

What is the object of a true heart? To re- 
veal Jesus Christ. That is the only object. 
There is none other. 

We have altogether too much preaching 
and teaching and talking in the church of 
Jesus Christ, in comparison with our living. 
They are not evenly balanced. If we can only 
do one, let us cease preaching, teaching and 
talking, and let us live a little. That would 
have a greater effect. 

Jesus Christ wants to reveal Himself. 

What does the Scripture tell us? That we 
are His witnesses. 

What did Paul say? “For to me to live is 
Christ.” 

Yes, and he said something bolder than 
that—much bolder. He said, “Be ye follow- 
ers of me, even as I also am of Christ.” 

How many followers do you think you 
would have today if you said that to them— 
“Follow me, even as I follow Christ”? The 
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world is not much concerned with what you 
say, only as it works. 

A man who had accepted Christ in our ser- 
vices came back three or four days afterward 
and said, ‘““These have been the happiest days 
of my life.” His face just shone. 

Two or three weeks afterward he called 
me on the telephone and made an appoint- 
ment with me. 

When he came in he was, I believe, the 
most dejected looking man I have ever seen. 
All the light had gone out of his eyes; there 
was no smile on his face, and he just dropped 
into a chair. The only hopeful thing about 
him was his frank confession: “I am just a 
weakling.” 

He said, “I am slipping. I have taken ac- 
count of stock and am going back a little 
farther every day.” 

How much help do you think I could have 
been to that man if I had begun to argue 
with him? He did not need any argument. 
Why, the devil had been arguing him out of 
almost everything he had. (He told me that 
before we got through.) The teaching was 
lovely. The ideal was perfect. He loved the 
thought of it. There was that in his nature 
which, after he had met Christ, responded to 
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the teaching of Christ, and he wanted it— 
but he did not have it. 

I said to him: “It works.” 

He demanded, “How do you know?” 

“Because,” I replied, “ten years ago I was 
in the same place you are, and I tried it. I 
was just about your age and I was doing just 
about the same things you are.” 

Then I sat down and talked with him for 
thirty minutes concerning actual things that 
Jesus Christ had done for me. 

He looked up and asked, “Why didn’t He 
do that for me?” 

“Because,” I replied, “you haven’t given 
Him a chance.” And I quoted him: “Whatso- 
ever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.” 

“But,” he said, “I am a Christian now.” 

I answered, “You sowed for a good many 
years, and because you have become a Chris- 
tian you cannot instantly blast the crop. I 
lived in the world for ten years and sowed a 
good crop of wild oats, and I have been reap- 
ing that crop the past ten years—reaping the 
old crop and sowing a new and better one. I 
have sowed a new crop the past ten years, 
and during the next ten I am going to reap a 
new harvest, and if the Lord lets me live for 
ten more I am, by His grace, going to have a 
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still better one! Men cannot fly in the face of 
Almighty God.” 

He asked, “What is the use of being a 
Christian?” 

I answered: “When I accepted Christ I 
stopped the wild sowing—I stopped planting 
the former crop right there—and I took upon 
myself the grace of Jesus Christ to harvest 
the crop I had sowed. I would have had to 
harvest it alone if it had not been for Him. 
For ten years I have reaped what I sowed, 
and at the same time have been planting a 
new crop. I am going on to reap that crop, 
and I am also planting more seed, because I 
have more in the bushel. Bless God, the sup- 
ply is endless.” 

He said, “By the grace of God, I am going 
out to do that also.” And I believed him. 
Men want a Christianity that works. 

It is the life we live that reveals Jesus. And 
Jesus wants to reveal Himself in mighty 
power. It is a wonderful revelation, a power- 
ful revelation, and a benevolent revelation, 
to them whose hearts are perfect towards 
Him. 

God tests the faith even of an Abraham. 
He takes nothing for granted. 

Almost every time God spoke to Abraham, 
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Abraham answered, “Here am I.” Occasion- 
ally he questioned that which he could not 
comprehend, but when the Lord called him, 
he answered, “Here am I.’”’ And what did the 
Lord promise him? He said He would multi- 
ply his seed as the stars of heaven and as the 
sand of the sea; and in him should all nations 
of the earth be blessed. That was the promise. 
It was a tremendous promise, and God said 
that even though Sarah was old, and even 
though Abraham was old, He would give 
them a son, who should be called Isaac. And 
Abraham “believed in the Lord; and He 
counted it to him for righteousness.” 

The Lord appeared unto him again, and 
Abraham said, “Here I am.” And the Lord 
tried him that He might know whether or 
not Abraham was there. 

“Take now thy son, thine only son, Isaac.” 

(True, Isaac was not his only son; he had 
other sons, but Isaac was the boy of promise, 
the boy he loved. His whole life was all bound 
up in that one boy for the fulfillment of the 
promise of Almighty God to him.) 

God said, “Take that boy, Abraham, that 
boy you love, that boy so tangled up in your 
heart strings that he is all you see today— 
take him, Abraham, and get thee into the 
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land of Moriah; and offer him there for a 
burnt-offering upon one of the mountains 
which I will tell thee of.” 

Abraham took the boy and came to the 
place. He said to his servants, “You stay 
here. The lad and I will go up yonder to 
worship.” 

The lad said, “Father, you have the wood 
and the fire, but you have no sacrifice.” 

Abraham replied that the Lord would pro- 
vide a sacrifice. Then he prepared the wood 
and the fire, and bound the lad and laid him 
thereon—I can see him as he takes the knife 
and raises it to slay his son. 

And the angel of the Lord calls, “Abra- 
ham! Abraham!” 

And he said, “Here am I.” 

He was there! It was the darkest hour of 
his life, yet he answered his Lord, “Here 
amelie 

And the angel of the Lord said: “Lay not 
thine hand upon the lad, neither do thou any- 
thing unto him; for now I know that thou 
fearest God, seeing thou hast not withheld 
thy son, thine only son, from me.” 

“And Abraham lifted up his eyes and 
looked, and behold behind him a ram caught 
in a thicket by his horns; and Abraham went 
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and took the ram, and offered him up for a 
burnt-offering in the stead of his son.” 

And God said to him: “Because thou hast 
done this thing, and hast not withheld thy 
son, thine only son, in blessing I will bless 
thee, and in multiplying I will multiply thy 
seed as the stars of the heaven, and as the 
sand which is upon the sea shore; and thy 
seed shall possess the gate of his enemies; 
and in thy seed shall all the nations of the 
earth be blessed; because thou hast obeyed 
my voice.” 

Men talk about the God of the Old Testa- 
ment being a “tribal God.” The men of the 
Old Testament had faith in the Christ of 
God who was yet to come and die for the 
world. They believed in Him and it was 
reckoned unto them for righteousness, and 
God has blessed the whole world through 
the faith of one man whom He tried and 
tested; one man who realized that the bless- 
ing lay not in the gift but in the God who 
gave it. 

Blessed be Jesus Christ! He tests our faith, 
He tries our hearts, and He will give to each 
and every one of us according as our works 
shall be. 

It is not so much what you say; it is not 
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how you look; it is not what you profess; it 
is not so much what you preach. It is the con- 
dition of the soil of your own heart. “Keep 
thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are 
the issues of life.” 

Have you merely said to God, “Here am 
I”? Or are you willing at all times and un- 
der all circumstances to stand in His pres- 
ence here and pay the price, that you may 
share with Him the glories of all eternity? 
It is His promise, and He is faithful and true 
who made it. He will give the crown of life 
He has promised to them that love Him, but 
to love Him means to keep His command- 
ments, means to walk in the path He walked, 
means to live, by His grace, the life that He 
lived. 
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Che Barrier Between 


TEXT 


MARK Ix, 24 


“And straightway the father of the child cried out, 
and said with tears, Lord, I believe; help thou mine 
unbelief.”’ 


‘ , Y EYMOUTH translates this passage 

of Scripture in somewhat simpler 

and more understandable terms. 

“Immediately the father cried out, I do be- 
lieve: Strengthen my weak faith.” 

But the translations are identical in fact 
and intent; each reveals to us the same mind 
picture of a man fully aroused to anxiety, 
prayer, and action. But notwithstanding all 
this, his desire has not been granted, and he 
remains the victim of his misery. Possibly 
a knowledge of the circumstances surround- 
ing this father’s case, with careful considera- 
tion as to its final outcome, will help us to a 
better understanding of our own case, or that 
of someone in whom we are interested. 

No doubt, at some time in our lives we all 
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have come in contact with people who have 
been deeply in earnest about their souls, and 
yet who did not immediately find conscious 
salvation, 

Our text reveals to us a father deeply con- 
cerned about the welfare of his child, and the 
child is not cured, but, on the contrary, ap- 
pears to be worse than ever. 

But before giving the subject of our text 
any further consideration, let us go back and 
review the incidents directly preceding it. 

With Peter, James and John, whom He 
had taken with Him, Jesus is descending 
from the Mount of Transfiguration, where 
He had been transfigured before His three 
disciples and where the glory of God was re- 
vealed to them. They beheld their Lord and 
Master as He stood and talked with Moses 
and Elias, and at the same time they heard 
the voice, which came from the cloud round 
about them, say, “This is my beloved Son, 
in whom I am well pleased; hear ye Him.” 

And now Jesus and His three disciples are 
very near to the base of the mountain, where 
they are to join the others. As they approach, 
the Master sees a great multitude of people 
surrounding His disciples, and notices that 
the scribes are questioning the disciples. 
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The people see Jesus approaching, and run 
to where He is and salute Him. 

He answers by asking them, “What ques- 
tion ye with them?” He is saying: “What are 
you talking about with my disciples; what is 
it that you want from them? Tell me; pos- 
sibly I can help you.” 

How characteristic this all is of the Master. 

Here He is ready and willing, just as He 
always is, to render aid and be of service, 
and so one of the multitude, the father of 
the child (the very same man who a little 
later speaks the words of our text), answers 
Jesus, and says: 

“Master, I have brought unto thee my son, 
which hath a dumb spirit; and wheresoever 
he taketh him, he teareth him, and he foam- 
eth, and gnasheth with his teeth, and pineth 
away; and I spake to thy disciples that they 
should cast him out, and they could not.” 

Can you picture the scene? Here is a father 
pleading for his child who is possessed of a 
dumb spirit. He has just appealed to the 
disciples and they have been unable to render 
any help. So in his grief and despair he now 
appeals to our Lord himself. He is appealing 
to Jesus, who is all powerful, all merciful, all 
compassionate. 
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But the father is not aware at this time 
of the love and power of Jesus. If he could 
only see and realize the glory, and power, 
and tenderness of our Lord, he would be re- 
lieved at once from all his suffering. But he 
has not discovered the great barrier that 
stands between his child’s healing and the 
Master. He sees only his child’s suffering, 
and possibly he thinks the whole trouble lies 
with Christ’s disciples, who were unable to 
cast out this dumb spirit from his child. 

But the main difficulty was not with the 
disciples (though it was partly there), for 
Jesus, the revealer and rectifier of all sin and 
trouble, is about to point out to this father 
the barrier between him and happiness. 

Possibly this father thought that the case 
of the child was well-nigh hopeless, just as 
we often think when we look upon some un- 
fortunate who is sinking swiftly to the very 
depths of hell. We see only the individual’s 
condition ; we consider only his extreme weak- 
ness; we become spiritually blinded by what 
we see and hear, and fail to perceive and to 
consider the power, love, and tenderness, of 
our great and forgiving Saviour. 

It may be that is just what this father did; 
for this disease that his child had was so fit- 
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ful and mysterious, so terribly violent and 
sudden in its attacks, so deep-seated and of 
such long continuance, that it came very near 
to destroying life. And now, in his despair, 
he half hints that the difficulty may lie with 
Jesus, for he says: “If thou canst do any- 
thing, have compassion on us, and help us.” 

“Tf thou canst,” he said to Jesus. 

Oh, if he could have seen the Transfigura- 
tion, he would have known the power and 
glory of our Lord. 

“Have compassion,” he also said. Could he > 
have read our Lord’s heart, he would have 
known that the Saviour’s pity was already 
roused. 

We may rest assured that it is not a ques- 
tion of “If Christ can,” or of lack of compas- 
sion on His part, that keeps anyone in mis- 
ery, distress or sin. Oh no. That is not the 
reason people do not find salvation, but there 
is a reason, and Jesus reveals it to this heart- 
broken father, for our Lord repudiates the in- 
sinuation that there is any question as to His 
power. Hecasts the “If” back upon this father 
with: “If thou canst believe.” 

He says to him, “If thou canst believe, all 
things are possible to him that believeth,” 
and just so, Jesus is today repudiating our in- 


| 259 | 


sinuations as to His power and compassion, 
and in the same way he is casting our “Ifs”’ 
back upon us. 

Christ is saying to us now, “No, the fault 
is not with me; it is with you.” He says: 
“I have shown you the way, but you have 
failed to see, to follow, and to obey.” Failed, 
because we must absolutely believe before we 
can do any of these things; and only when 
we believe is divine help possible. 

The trouble does not lie in the hopelessness 
of our afflictions, or in the baseness of our 
sins, but in our failure to believe absolutely 
in the saving power of the Blood of the liv- 
ing Christ. 

The barrier that stood between this father ~ 
and his child on the one side, and the blessing 
of Jesus Christ on the other, is the same bar- 
rier that stands between mankind and the 
blessings of God today. God strengthens our 
faith only when our belief is unwavering, and 
in order to obtain God’s blessings, we must 
have faith. 

Jesus said, “Oh, faithless generation!” 
Faith is the believer’s spiritual eyes; through 
faith we see what the world cannot see. In 
the sinner the faculty of spiritual vision is 
lacking, because he is not a believer. We, like 
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those disciples who failed to cast out the 
dumb spirit from the child, can lead the blind, 
but we cannot make them see. We can put 
truth before them, but we cannot open their 
eyes; that work remains with God alone. 
Faith is the gift of God, and is bestowed only 
upon those who come believing and bow at 
the feet of Jesus. Only when we realize and 
do this are we able to receive the gifts and 
the blessings of God. 

Now this father becomes aware of the real 
trouble. The light breaks upon him, and all 
at once he sees the great barrier, for Jesus 
has caused his little faith to re-act and to dis- 
cover his unbelief. He is now alarmed and 
distressed at the thought of his unbelief, and 
immediately he cries out with tears: “Lord, 
I believe; help thou mine unbelief.” He sees 
his mistake; he is sorrowful and repentant, 
and greatly disturbed about his own sin. He 
realizes that the trouble lies with him alone, 
so he turns his thoughts and prayers in the 
right direction. 

His prayer now is not so much “Help my 
child” or “Remove my trouble,” as it is “Help 
my unbelief.” He has seen the light, has be- 
come deeply sensible of the sin and danger of 
unbelief. After all, it is not our own case, or 
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the case of those for whom we plead, which 
presents any unusual impediment to divine 
power. God does not say, “I can cure this per- 
son and not that one,” or “I will save this 
innocent child, but not that lowly sinner.” 
No! The Lord delights to work impossibili- 
‘ties, and there is no case too hard for Him, 
no sinner too sinful for God to save. 

But, if we expect to secure God’s bless- 
ings, either for ourselves or for others, we 
must appeal to Him believing. The more 
steadfast our belief, the stronger our faith; 
and the stronger our faith, the clearer our 
spiritual vision; until, in God’s good time, 
the believer beholds “every common bush 
aflame with God’s glory.” 

Oh, how many, both old and young, even 
though they have eyes, see not! Their spirit- 
ual eyes are closed and they see only the 
natural things of life. They are blind to the 
manifestations of God that compass us on 
every side. 

One day, not so very long ago, I left my 
home at noon time, just as the children were 
returning home from school. All the night 
before and part of the morning it had rained, 
but about ten o’clock the rain ceased and the 
warm summer sun came out and was rapidly 
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drying the wet streets. On meeting two boys 
I passed the time of day and inquired how 
they liked the weather. 

One boy, looking up and beholding the 
bright rays of the sun, quickly answered, 
“Great!” The other, with head down and gaz- 
ing at the mire, replied: “Too sloppy!” 

The wet, muddy pavements were all that 
the one child, looking down, could see; the 
other, looking up, saw the beauty of God’s 
sunshine. Just so, God’s children, with their 
spiritual eyes wide open, should look up and 
behold spiritual things, for the opening of our 

spiritual eyes is set down as a covenant bless- 
ing from God. In Isaiah we read the proph- 
ecy of the Lord giving his Son “for a cove- 
nant of the people, for a light of the Gentiles 
to open the blind eyes.” 

Unbelief is at the very bottom of all sin. 
Mason once said, “There is no sin which may 
not be traced to unbelief.” Unbelief is an 
alarming and criminal thing, for it doubts the 
power of omnipotence; it doubts the value of 
the promise of God; it doubts the saving 
power of Christ’s Blood and the prevalence 
of His plea; it doubts the almightiness of the 
Spirit and the very truth of the Gospel. Un- 
belief robs God of His glory, and therefore 
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cannot receive any blessing from the Lord, 
for the Scripture teaches, ‘““Without faith it 
is impossible to please Him; for he that com- 
eth to God must believe that He is, and that 
He is a rewarder of them that diligently seek 
Hime. 

A young man in deep distress of mind ap- 
plied to a pastor for advice and consolation, 
and went over a long and black list of sins 
that troubled his conscience. 

The pastor reminded him that there was 
one blacker sin which he had failed to men- 
tion. 

“What can that be?” he asked, wonder- 
ingly. 

“The sin I refer to,” replied the pastor, “is 
that of refusing to believe in Christ Jesus as 
a personal Saviour.” 

Thus the light was revealed to this young 
man, and his thoughts were transferred from 
his guilty fears to his great and real sin 
against God. 

Unbelief is the foundation of sin. The re- 
gion of unbelief is black with God’s frown 
and filled with plagues and wrath, while the 
region of faith is as the floor of heaven for 
brightness; Christ’s righteousness shelters 
it; the graces of the Spirit beautify it; and 
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the eternal smile of God comforts and glori- 
fies it. 

Faith makes invisible things visible, absent 
things present, things that are very far off 
to be very near unto the soul. 


“Faith lends its realizing light; 

The clouds disperse, the shadows fly; 
The invisible appears in sight, 

And God is seen by mortal eye.” 


Let us consider the intelligence of this 
father’s appeal and profit by it. “Lord, I be- 
lieve; help thou mine unbelief.” In his great 
perplexity he cries to Jesus only, and he comes 
to our Lord on the basis of faith, saying, “I 
believe.” This act of coming only to Jesus, 
and putting forth his faith to believe as best 
he could, was the way for him to believe as 
he would. And he comes to Jesus with the 
confession of sin when he says, “mine unbe- 
lief.” He acknowledges to our Lord and 
Master his great sin and his weakness, and 
says, “Help thou mine unbelief.” 

“You do it,” he says to Jesus, and now he 
receives help and the dumb spirit is cast out 
of his child, for the father has come to the 
One who is Himself the best remedy for un- 
belief. Unbelief is always banished when we 
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come to Jesus—when we come to Him and 
consider the majesty of His divine nature; 
the tenderness of His humanity; the gracious- 
ness of His offices; the grandeur of His atone- 
ment; the glorious object of His work. 

Consider Jesus Christ in the light of the 
glorious object of His work, that of leading 
you and me home, to the Father’s house; and 
then come to Him with any case and in every 
case. Come with your little faith and with 
your great unbelief, for in these matters He 
alone can help. 

There was, some few years ago, in one of 
our small Western cities, a very good woman, 
who was well known for her simple faith and 
her great calmness in the midst of many 
trials. Another woman, living some little dis- 
tance away, heard of her and went to see her 
to learn the secret of her holy, happy life. 

“Are you the woman with the great faith?” 
she inquired. 

“No,” replied the good woman; “I am not 
the woman with the great faith; I am the 
woman with a little faith in the great God.” 

Oh, for a nation of people with just a little 
faith in the great God, that we might cry 
unto our Lord and Master, Jesus Christ, 
“Lord, I believe; help thou mine unbelief.” 
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“O help us, through the prayer of faith, 
More firmly to believe; 

For still the more Thy servant hath, 
The more shall he receive.” 
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Che Christian's Relation to the Chings 
of Ohis World 


TEXT 
I CORINTHIANS VI, 12 


“All things are lawful for me, but I will not be 
brought under the power of any.” 


tion to the things of this world, and in 
this statement of the great apostle we 
have a very striking reminder of the old time 
principle which God proclaimed in the begin- 
ning, that man was to be the master of all 
things. Created in the image and likeness of 
God, he was to walk uprightly on the earth 
and his purpose was to cultivate and subdue 
the earth, and not to become a clod upon it. 
All things on earth were intended to be 
in subjection to man, and the question as 
to how well man fulfills his destiny depends 
largely on whether he is a master of things 
or whether things become the master of him. 
Those forces and things which have to do 


p AUL refers here to the Christian’s rela- 
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most intimately with human life may well be 
divided into three groups, namely: 

1 Things we eat and drink. 

2 Our social relations. 

3 Our material possessions. 

It is a strange fact of human life that its 
greatest dangers and its greatest needs lie 
closest together. Bunyan, in his Pilgrim’s 
Progress, said: “I beheld a door to Hell 
nigh to the gate of Heaven.’ Man’s heaven 
and hell lie close together. 

Two of the strongest tendencies of human 
life have to do with its reproduction and sus- 
tentation, the things that we eat and drink, 
and our social relations. 

First: The forces prompting the sustenta- 
tion of life, when perverted, lead to glut- 
tony, intemperance and illness. 

Second: In dealing with the problem of 
proper social relations, we find that the great 
forces that make for the continuation of the 
race, if perverted, become the destruction of 
the race. In order that the race shall endure, 
there must be a strong inherent tendency 
to reproduce its kind. This tendency when 
perverted leads to lust, degeneracy, and a 
brood of kindred evils. 

Third: Material possessions, likewise, en- 
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ter into the sustentation of life. The posses- 
sion of lands, money, and other forms of 
material goods, so long as man is master, be- 
comes a good, and extends his chances of 
life as well as those of his offspring, but if they 
become master of man then there are devel- 
oped the vices of greed and covetousness. 

We are not apt to think of greed and cov- 
etousness in the same category of human 
vices as intemperance and lust. Yet, if we 
will carefully read the life of Christ, we will 
find far more passages teaching the evils and 
dangers of these than of the latter. For He 
said: “And the cares of this world, and the 
deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts of other 
things entering in, choke the word, and it 
becometh unfruitful” (Mark iv, 19). 

“And Jesus looked round about, and saith 
unto His disciples, How hardly shall they 
that have riches enter into the kingdom of 
God! And the disciples were astonished at 
His words. But Jesus answereth again, and 
saith unto them, Children, how hard is it 
for them that trust in riches to enter into 
the kingdom of God!” And again He said, 
“Tf therefore ye have not been faithful in the 
unrighteous mammon, who will commit to 
your trust the true riches?” 
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There have always been two extreme at- 
titudes which mankind has assumed toward 
things, and at best we find but three atti- 
tudes or, rather, ideals of life, for us to 
choose from. 

The first of these three is the attitude of 
the ascetic or hermit, who is defined as “‘one 
who devotes himself to a solitary and con- 
templative life with the rigorous discipline 
of self, as by celibacy, fasting and self-morti- 
fication. Hence one who practices extreme 
rigor, and self-denial.” He thinks that evil 
is inherent in things rather than in the use 
made of them. He denounces them. In place 
of holding his body in subjection, he would 
try to live as though he could get along with- 
out the body, starving and ill-treating it. 
Hence the body becomes master and the 
man is held in subjection. 

The same is true of his social relations. 
Instead of maintaining a healthy relation to 
the world, he withdraws from the world. 
Many people during the Middle Ages, find- 
ing evil in the world, came to the conclusion 
that they could not live righteous lives in the 
world and so withdrew from it. So we, to- 
day, find evil in the world, as they did, but 
the man or woman who withdraws from the 
world as a method of overcoming it for the 
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cause of righteousness not only lowers in 
the eyes of the world the standard of the 
Gospel of Christ, but as a result becomes 
prisoner instead of master of all the forces 
round about. 

Before passing on to consider the second 
attitude, we must first give the ascetic his 
due, for his motives in life are of the best, but 
spiritually he has never caught a glimpse 
of the Christ as the Saviour of all mankind, 
and his good works are nothing more than 
a mere prohibition. This form of self-denial 
as a method of overcoming things in the 
world is a failure. 

The second attitude which mankind has 
assumed toward things of this world is that 
of the libertine, who is described as ‘‘one who 
is free from restraint and one who acts ac- 
cording to his impulses and desires.” He says 
that “all things are lawful for me—” and 
right here he stops, for like many with whom 
we come in contact, he looks only for that 
portion of the teachings of the Scripture that 
can be used, regardless of context, to ap- 
pease the conscience, and seemingly to ex- 
cuse the guilty for their wrong-doing. 

The one who assumes the attitude 
of the libertine is at heart a savage, for to 
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him the question of palace or jungle is of lit- 
tle importance. He is a man of appetites and 
desires, a man of the present only, with no 
thought for the future; a slave to and not 
master of material things; a being void of 
manhood, for true manhood holds within its 
grasp those God-given powers of masterly 
restraint. The libertine, through unrestricted 
use and abuse of the things of this world, 
loses his self-control and becomes a slave to 
those attributes found only in the realm of 
animal life. He gives free rein to every im- 
pulse. He is constantly being governed by 
impulse instead of reason. Man created in 
the image and likeness of God is supposed 
to be guided by reason, and in view of this 
fact, he does not possess the animal instincts 
which act as a restraint or check upon the 
appetites of the animal, consequently the 
man who through ill-living becomes void of 
reason enters the realm of the degenerate 
and becomes even lower than the animal. 
And I would ask you to picture the effect 
of the fruits of such living upon society. 
The third and most excellent ideal of life 
is the Christian attitude. This attitude is both 
moral and spiritual and the man with the 
Christian attitude is he who is dealing not 
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alone with the things of this world, but with 
the essentials of the life to come. 

The Christian is he who not only adheres 
to the principles, but strives to follow the 
example of the Christ. Christ was the ideal 
user of things. He was neither a libertine 
nor a hermit. He taught us how to be master 
of all and servant to none. Paul said, “But 
I keep under my body, and bring it into sub- 
jection, lest that by any means, when I have 
preached to others, I myself should be a cast- 
away.” Paul had a true vision of the Christ, 
who lived during the period of His incarna- 
tion on earth a normal life among people and 
things and exemplified what Paul was try- 
ing to teach—that a man should be master 
of all forces and things with which he has 
to do. 

Jesus went to weddings and feasts, and 
dined with all classes of people, but was not 
contaminated by any of them. When charged 
with misconduct He replied, “John came 
neither eating nor drinking, and they say, He 
hath a devil. The Son of man came eating 
and drinking, and they say, Behold a man 
gluttonous, and a winebibber, a friend of 
publicans and sinners. But wisdom is justi- 
fied of her children.” He was like a ray of 
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light, which cannot be defiled, and so we who 
strive to follow in His footsteps, and have 
reflected through our lives the light of His 
life, are cleansed from defilement and saved 
by faith through the blood of Jesus Christ. 

The idea of the people of the age of Christ 
was that defilement came from the outside 
rather than from the inside. But Christ 
taught the religion of love, with the heart as 
the center of life. He denounced the scribes 
and Pharisees because they were anxious 
about their outer appearance but neglected 
their inner lives. The very springs of life 
within them were defiled and it is the inner 
life that Christ seeks to renew, for He said, 
“That which cometh out of the man, that 
defileth the man, for from within, out of the 
heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, adult- 
eries, fornications, murders, thefts, covetous- 
ness, wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness, an 
evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness; all 
these evil things come from within and defile 
the man.” The religion of Jesus is the religion 
of love, and it alone can cleanse us from de- 
filement and free us from the bondage of sin, 
for love liberates. 

Jesus was dining one day in the house of 
Simon, the Pharisee, when a woman of the 
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city, a sinful woman, came and washed His 
feet with her tears and dried them with the 
hairs of her head, and kissed them, and 
anointed them with ointment. Simon criti- 
cised in his heart Jesus’ submission to this 
act of kindness from one so sinful, but the 
Master, knowing the thoughts of His host, 
spoke unto him the parable of the creditor 
and his debtors, saying: “There was a certain 
creditor which had two debtors; the one 
owed five hundred pence, and the other fifty, 
and when they had nothing to pay, he frank- 
ly forgave them both. Tell me therefore, 
which of them will love him most? Simon 
answered and said, I suppose that he to 
whom he forgave most. And He said unto 
him, Thou hast rightly judged, and He 
turned to the woman, and said unto Simon, 
Seest thou this woman? I entered into thine 
house, thou gavest me no water for my feet; 
but she hath washed my feet with tears, and 
wiped them with the hairs of her head. Thou 
gavest me no kiss, but this woman since the 
time I came in hath not ceased to kiss my 
feet. My head with oil thou didst not anoint, 
but this woman hath anointed my feet with 
ointment. Wherefore I say unto thee, Her 
sins, which are many, are forgiven, for she 
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loved much; but to whom little is forgiven, 
the same loveth little. And He said unto her, 
Thy sins are forgiven... thy faith hath saved 
thee; go in peace.” 

What the professing Christian people of 
the world need today is more of the religion 
of Jesus—the devotion to love, for with this 
in their hearts, then, and only then, will they 
enjoy peace, liberty and freedom from all 
things. 

The attitude of the Christian toward the 
things of this world should not be considered 
entirely with reference to one’s self; rather, 
we should consider the use of things with 
reference to their effect upon others. The 
predominant question in our minds should 
always be, “Does this moral issue make or 
mar me, my fellow, or society?” And in this 
light, as true Christians we must ask our- 
selves: 

What shall I eat and drink? 

What shall my social relations be? 

What shall I do with my material pos- 
sessions? 

When we face God and our fellow men, 
with the love of Jesus Christ in our hearts, 
in deciding the moral issues of life, always 
remembering the fact that sin is anything 
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that hurts men, then, and only then, are we 
true followers of Jesus Christ, worthy of the 
name of Christian. In judging the moral qual- 
ity of an act, consider what would be the 
effect if it became universal. If there is a 
doubt in your mind as to the expediency of 
some lawful thing, do not consider it or its 
consequences in regard to yourself only, but 
put it to this test: Picture everyone doing 
this one thing whenever and wherever they 
choose, and ask yourself, in all fairness, 
whether or not universal participation in this 
thing would tend toward the uplift or down- 
fall of humanity. For Jesus said, “Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy 
mind. This is the first and great command- 
ment. And the second is like unto it. Thou 
shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.”” When all 
Christians act in accordance with these two 
commandments, then will the Christian 
church bear abiding fruit to the glory of God. 
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